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W. J. McCormick, Indian Agent


“The conflicting interests of the opposite races are becoming every day more and more apparent...Already, a feeling of insecurity prevails to some extent among the whites of the Bitter Root Valley. Meanwhile, the Flathead Indians watch with sullen interest the progress and encroachments of the whites upon their ancient domain, restricting and circumscribing the range of their cattle and their horses.

That these two races should live together in amity and good accord is not to be expected, as history fully shows that, in all conflicts of races, the weaker must sooner or later yield to or be destroyed by the more powerful.”
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James A. Garfield, Special Commissioner, Department of the Interior

“It became evident in the course of this interview that the chiefs have at last become divided in their opinion among themselves on the matter of removal…the provisions of the contract were determined after full consultation with the Superintendent Viall and the territorial delegate  Claggett. And finally, the chiefs were requested to answer by signing or refusing to sign it the contract.

Arlee and Adolph, the second and third chiefs, signed the contract, and they said they would do all that they could do to enforce it. But Charlo refused to sign. He said that if the President commanded it, he would leave the Bitter Root Valley, but at present, he would not promise to go to the reservation.”

