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Séliš-Ql̓ispé (Salish-Kalispel) 
Culture Committee

Qe scntels x̣ʷl qe sck̓ʷul:
 Qe es nte qeqs čšt̓im qeqs k̓ʷɫqeyxʷm 

n̓e taqs hoy taqs oóst ɫu sqlixʷɫ nk̓ʷul̓mis 
ɫu nuwewlštis ɫu sm̓im̓iʔ 

ɫu qe x̣ʷlč̓musšn.

Mission: 
To preserve, protect, 

and perpetuate 
the culture, language, and history

of our ancestors.
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The 2022 SQCC Brochure & Guide to Available Resources

is dedicated in loving memory of

Qe Il̓mixʷm — Our Chief 

Atwen Ntišúlexʷ

Antoine “Tony” Incashola, Sr.

November 10, 1946 - June 7, 2022
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Welcome to the the Séliš-Ql̓ispe Culture Committee’s first comprehensive Brochure and Guide to Available Educational 
Resources. 

In this booklet, you will find the many kinds of materials we have produced over the years, or in some cases helped produce in 
partnership with other CSKT departments or outside agencies and organizations. 

These materials cover many aspects of the culture, language, history, and geography of our people. They include both printed 
and online materials: websites and apps; books; pamphlets, articles, and handouts; posters and signs; games; CDs and DVDs; 
exhibits; and even films and TV shows. Printed materials are priced to recoup SQCC printing costs; any revenue is used to fund 
the printing of more materials.

We have organized this brochure in the general categories listed in the table of contents on the 
previous page. However, the materials in any one category often relate to other categories. For 
example, many of the materials listed under the “Language” section also provide rich cultural and 
historical content. And in the “History” and “Ethnogeography” sections, all of the books, signs, 
posters, pamphlets, and other materials are full of Salish language content. You might notice that 
some of the books listed under the “Stories” section have been updated, so that they are now in 
bilingual Salish-English format, thereby teaching both the content of the story and also the Salish 
language. 

This is just as the elders have taught us, and how they have encouraged us to teach others: we 
cannot learn the culture and history fully without also learning the language; and we cannot fully 
learn the language without also understanding our culture and history. It’s all tied together, a 
sacred bundle of knowledge and wisdom handed down from our ancestors.
 
Every one of these materials draws upon the teachings of our elders, past and present. They are 
the true authorities and experts. It is our job to put forward their voices, in the right way and with 
careful respect. We are doing our best to ensure that the generations yet to come will inherit the 
priceless stories and information the elders have so generously shared with us. We hope that 
these materials will help ensure the continuance of the ways of our ancestors.

Lemlmtš, thank you, for your interest in the beautiful heritage and living culture of the Séliš and 
Ql̓ispé people. 

Antoine Incashola — Director, Séliš-Ql̓ispe Culture Committee 
May 2022
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SQCC Historical Collections Manager and Office 
Manager Sadie Peone

SQCC Receptionist Nalani LinsebiglerKeeper of the Longhouse 
Richard Alexander

1. Usšnéɫxʷ — Longhouse — and SQCC Collections1. Usšnéɫxʷ — Longhouse — and SQCC Collections  
	
The SQCC mission is to “preserve, protect, and perpetuate” the culture, language, and history of the Séliš and Ql̓ispé people. At the heart of 
everything we do are the recordings and stories of the elders, and other collections that we are tasked with preserving and protecting for the 
generations to come. The archives are not open to the public, but every day the Culture Committee is doing its best to carry out the wishes of the 
elders regarding perpetuation by bringing many of these materials  into our books, websites and apps, PDFs and other publications, signs and 
posters, and exhibits. 
 
This work, and so many of the cultural events and activities at the heart of our community, our culture, and our spiritual ways, take place at the 
Usšnéłxʷ—the Longhouse—which we do our best to care for in the right way, to provide a good place for the continuance of our people. 
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2. SQCC websites2. SQCC websites  
	
	 The following websites offer extensive information, documents, photographs, and videos  
	 relating to Séliš and Ql̓ispé culture, language, history, and ethnogeography. 

SQCC page 
within CSKT website: 

SQCC page within WSU Plateau Peoples Web Portal: 	
 	 https://plateauportal.libraries.wsu.edu/community/selis-u-qlispe

	 http://www.csktsalish.org	

This is the main website of the 
Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee, 

a part of the larger website for the 
Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes.

This website is a collaboration between the SQCC Historical Collections Program 
and the Sustainable Heritage Network (SHN) at Washington State University. 
SHN has partnered with tribal nations and communities throughout the region 
to establish the “Plateau Peoples’ Web Portal,” a place where tribes can make 

available cultural and historical documents, images, and information. SHN has also 
provided valuable assistance in researching and digitizing documents from public 

archives. Many of those records are now available for viewing online.
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SQCC YouTube page 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyJw51UM0DYijYORE9wOM7w

SQCC Facebook page 
https://m.facebook.com/Séliš-Ql̓ispé-Culture-Committee-1128032697228725/

SalishAudio website 	
	 http://salishaudio.org

2. SQCC websites, cont’d.
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3. Culture and History Stories 3. Culture and History Stories 
Eagle Feathers: the Highest Honor

Pete Beaverhead tells the importance of 
and respect for the eagle feather.  
5.5 x 8.5, 15 pages, illustrated.      $5 

Legends of Sc̓wene

A short story told by Pete Beaverhead about two 
ape-like beings known as Sc̓wene. 
5.5 x 8, 14 pages, illustrated.    $3.50 

Šešutm̓ u Qʷqʷc̓w̓e — The Little Girl and Chipmunk

A short story about a young Salish girl, told by Eneas Pierre. 
Bilingual, Salish and English.   
11 x 8.5, 26 pages, illustrated in full color.    $8

ʔiʔamsqax̣eʔ — Wild Horse Roundup

Story about the wild horses on the reservation, told By Pete 
Beaverhead. Bilingual, Salish and English.  
5.5 x 8.5, 13 pages, illustrated in full color.   $8
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Buffalo of the Flatheads 

Stories from elders Eneas 
Pierre, Pete Beaverhead, 
Agnes Vanderburg, and Louise 
Vanderburg, in English. Includes:
•	 When Buffalo Were First 

Seen Passing through the 
Bitterroot; 

•	 Medicine Man Helps Buffalo 
Hunters; 

•	 How Buffalo Was Used; 
•	 Coming of the Buffalo to the 

Reservation; 
•	 The Pablo-Allard Herd; 
•	 The Bison Range. 
8 x 10, 63 pages, illustrated.   $5 
Limited supply available.

FORTHCOMING
Q̓ʷeyq̓ʷay — Séliš u Ql̓ispé: 
Buffalo and the Salish and Kalispel People 

An updated version of “Buffalo of the Flatheads,” with all of the elders’ stories 
from that book presented bilingually, in Salish and English. With an additional 
history of buffalo and the Séliš and Ql̓ispé, and illustrated in full color with 
artwork by Antoine Sandoval. 

Size, number of pages, price not yet determined.
Available in 2022-2023.

FORTHCOMING 
Q̓ʷeyq̓ʷay — Séliš u Ql̓ispé: Buffalo & the Salish & Kalispel People 

A CD with the Salish-language oral histories told by tribal elders that are 
included in the Q̓ʷeyq̓ʷay book. 
Available in 2022-2023.

3. Culture & History stories, cont’d.
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Mary Quequesah’s Love Story.  
Told by Pete Beaverhead.

A story from the buffalo-hunting era. 
Mary’s husband leaves her; a wise old 
woman dreams of her sorrow and tells 
her how to win him back. 
 
6 x 9, 24 pp.   $5
Published by SKC Press.

Over a Century of Moving to the Drum: Salish Indian 
Celebrations on the Flathead Indian Reservation
by Johnny Arlee  

The history and culture of Séliš-Ql̓ispé celebrations, with 
stories and reminiscences from many elders and tribal 
members, and a collection of photos from the Arlee 
celebration, c. 1940. 
11 x 8.5, 92 pp.    $5 
Published by SKC Press.

Malí Npnaqs: 
the Story of a Mean Old Lady
by Johnny Arlee. Illustrations by TJ Sandoval.

A children’s book written in Salish and English 
that tells the story of an old lady who learns a 
valuable lesson about the importance of being 
positive and not complaining.  

7 x 10, 64 pages.   $10 
Published by SKC Press.

Joe Eneas and Mitch Smallsalmon, Snt̓apqey (Butte), 1950s. 
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Coyote 
and the Mean Mountain Sheep

Séliš-Ql̓ispé Coyote story of the origin of 
Čq̓ʔé (Medicine Tree), told by Johnny Arlee.  
Part of the Indian Reading Series. 

8 x 15, 13 pages, illustrated.     $5

Coyote 
and the Man Who Sits On Top 

Séliš-Ql̓ispé Coyote story, told by 
Johnny Arlee.  Part of the Indian 
Reading Series. 

8 x 15. 15 pages, illustrated.     $5

Stories from Our Elders

This booklet contains Séliš-Ql̓ispé 
Coyote stories told to the Culture 
Committee by Pete Beaverhead, 
Agnes Vanderburg, and Blind Mose 
Chouteh. including the stories of 
Coyote and Fox receiving their 
powers and direction from their 
mothers, who were sisters, and 
beginning their journey. 

11 x 8.5, 80 pages, illustrated.     $5

4. Sqʷlllum4. Sqʷlllum̓̓t — Creation Stories t — Creation Stories 
Séliš-QlSéliš-Ql̓̓ispé Coyote Stories are to be told only in winter months. We ask readers to respect this important cultural rule.ispé Coyote Stories are to be told only in winter months. We ask readers to respect this important cultural rule.

Šey̓ u Qʷqʷc̓we esɫp̓ɫip̓ | How Chipmunk Got Stripes  

Coyote story, told by Christine Woodcock. Bilingual in Salish 
and English. 
7 x 8.5, 17 pages, illustrated in full color.     $8
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4. Sqʷlllum̓t — Creation stories, cont’d.
Séliš-Ql̓ispé Coyote Stories are to be told only in winter months. We ask readers to respect this important cultural rule.

Out of print — available on our website:
Salish Coyote Stories

Part of the Indian Reading Stories. This is the same 
collection of stories included in Coyoyte Stories of 
the Montana Salish, currently in print through SKC 
Press (See above). Includes Coyote Gets Lovesick, 
told by Pete Beaverhead (illustrations by Tony 
Sandoval); Coyote and Raven, told by Eneas Pierre 
(illustrations by Alameda Addison); and Coyote’s 
Dry Meat Turns into Live Deer, told by Pete 
Beaverhead (illustrations by Andy Woodcock). 

Available online only for reading during winter 
months, at http://www.csktsalish.org/index.php/
sqwlllumt.

Salish / Pend d’Oreille 
Coyote Stories

Stories compiled by Clarence 
Woodcock and provided to students 
in his class at Salish Kootenai 
College. Includes 22 stories told by 
numerous elders, some from SQCC 
recordings and some from older 
sources. Funded by the Four Worlds 
Development Project. 

Available online only for reading 
during winter months, at http://www.
csktsalish.org/index.php/sqwlllumt.

Coyote Stories of the Montana Salish  

Traditional Salish Indian Coyote Stories, recorded 
by Salish elders, illustrated by Indian artists from the 
Flathead Reservation. This is the same collection 
of stories original published as part of the Indian 
Reading Stories, Salish Coyote Stories, the version 
only available as a PDF on our website (see below). 
Includes: 

•	 Coyote Gets Lovesick; 
•	 Coyote and Raven; and 
•	 Coyote’s Dry Meat Turns Into Live Deer. 

5 x 8.  62 pages, $7.50
Published by SKC Press.
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5. Snsina — Calendars5. Snsina — Calendars
SQCC has produced many calendars over the years. We offer the current year calendar for sale. PDFs of some of our older 
calendars are now available for download on our website at http://www.csktsalish.org/index.php/calendars

2023
available early December — $12

2017-2018
out of print — available online only

2016
out of print — available online only

2015
out of print — available online only

2014
out of print — available online only

2019
out of print — available online only

2012
out of print — available online only

2010
out of print — available online only

2007
out of print — available online only

Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee

Snsiná
Calendar 

2023

Dedicated to the memory of 

Qe Il̓míxʷm — Our Chief — Atwen Nt̓išúlexʷ

Antoine “Tony” Incashola, Sr.
November 10, 1946 - June 7, 2022
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6. Séliš-Ql6. Séliš-Ql̓̓ispé Language ispé Language 
Our language stands at the heart of who we are as Séliš and Ql̓ispé people. It carries the wisdom, power, and 
beauty of culture and traditional way of life.

If we were to lose our language, we would lose a crucial piece of our identity. And today, our language is critically 
endangered, with fewer than fifteen fluent Séliš and Ql̓ispé speakers still living. We are in a race against time to 
ensure that our language survives.

The SQCC is charged with coordinating Séliš-Ql̓ispé language efforts on the Flathead Reservation. We work with 
and support teachers and learners throughout all schools and communities. On the following pages, we show the 
language materials we have developed to help learners at all levels, including books, websites, apps, posters, 
pamphlets, CDs, and boxed card sets.

The SQCC has developed an 
intensive Salish immersion program 
that takes full-time language 
apprentices through a rigorous, 
three-tiered curriculum. Those who 
complete the program acquire a level 
of fluency that enables them to learn 
the higher levels of the language from 
our elders.

We will continue to use the guidance 
and wisdom of our ancestors and 
elders to ensure that the Séliš-Ql̓ispé 
language lives on among our people 
for all the generations to come.

SQCC staff, SKC staff, and language apprentices, 2021.
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Salish Language pamphlet and CD	

Snsiná 
Calendar 

 
What day is it today l k̓ʷnšasq̓t yetɫx̣ʷasq̓t 
Yesterday   t̓spisc̓e 
Today    yetɫx̣ʷasq̓t  or  yetɫx̣ʷa 
Tomorrow   n̓ex̣lip 
 
Days of the week 
Monday   sčx̣ʷect  or   sčx̣ʷe 
Tuesday   aslasq̓t   or   ʔaslla 
Wednesday   čaɫlasq̓t  or čaɫla 
Thursday   mosq̓t   or  ełmo 
Friday    clčstasq̓t   or  clčsta 
Saturday   sčɫʔeʔ   or  sčɫʔeʔ  
Sunday   sčacew̓s   or   sčace 
 
Months of the year 
January   sčn̓čɫtu spq̓niʔ 
Febuary   čqʷosqn spq̓niʔ 
March    k̓ʷsixʷ spq̓niʔ 
April    sčiyal̓mn spq̓niʔ 
May    sp̓eƛ̓m spq̓niʔ 
June    sx̣ʷeʔli spq̓niʔ 
July    esy̓apqeyni spq̓niʔ 
August   st̓ša spq̓niʔ 
September   ɫx̣ʷɫo spq̓niʔ 
October   sčɫip spq̓niʔ 
November   sqʷlllu spq̓ni? 
December   esʔacm̓i spq̓niʔ 
 

    
Directions 

 

North   c̓altulexʷ 
East   sx̣lptin 
South   ƛ̓aq̓lexʷ 
West   sč̓lxʷtin 
 

  

LLeemmllmmttšš  PPeessyyaaʔʔ 

W e the Séliš-Qlispé Culture Committee cherish the gifts passed 
down to us from our elders, and we treasure the hope and prom-

ise embodied in our young people.  The elders give us guidance and our 
hearts are grateful for their wisdom, their dreams and visions, their 
knowledge, songs and words.  Our elders and our ancestors before them 
received these gifts from the Creator, Mother Earth and from the 
Grandfather.  It was and is their prayer that these things be carried on 
by the generations to come.  They have always encouraged us to never 
give up, to keep living our culture and traditional way of life.  Their 
wishes are being fulfilled by our endless work.  We are working to carry 
on our way of life passing these things onto our young people.  Including 
our native language, traditional values of respect for all life, our 
knowledge of how to live upon the land, our nurturing and healing of 
one another as Salish & Kalispel People.   
  
By passing on these things we show our respect for the elders and our 
love for our young people.  We ensure their future as Salish & Kalispel 
People. We work to mend the circle of our people, the passing of 
knowledge from generation to generation.  It is for them, our next            
generation and all generations to come, that we work.  It is for them 
and to them that the elders wish to give the good things that we Salish & 
Kalispel have held for hundreds of generations.  
  

All Rights Reserved © Copyright Séliš-Qlispé  
Culture Committee 2014 

 
 Salish Language Resources: 
 

www.cskt.org 
www.salishaudio.org 
www.nkwusm.com 

www.thesalishinstitute.org 
www.kalispeltribe.com 
www.interiorsalish.com 

www.skc.edu 
 

If you would like more information on language or resources 

please contact the Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee. 

PO Box 550 
St. Ignatius, Flathead Nation 
59865 
 

www.salishaudio.org 
Phone: 406-745-4572 
Email: tonyi@cskt.org  
chaney.bell@cskt.org    shirleyt@cskt.org 

TTaa  qqee  qqeess  
ččmmššqqnnmmiissttmm!!  

TTaa  qqee  qqeess  
ččmmššqqnnmmiissttmm!!  

PO Box 550 
St. Ignatius, Flathead Nation 
59865 
www.salishaudio.org 
Phone: 406-745-4572 
Email: tonyi@cskt.org  
chaney.bell@cskt.org     
shirleyt@cskt.org 

All Rights Reserved © Copyright Séliš -Ql̓ispé Culture Committee 2014 

Lemlmtš to everyone that helped with this project! 
 

Séliš -Ql̓ispé Culture Committee 
Language Spoken by Tony Incashola & Shirley Trahan 
Layout and Design Chaney Bell & Caato Matt 
Edited by Tony Incashola, Shirley Trahan, Vance Home Gun, Thompson Smith, 
Chaney Bell and Cato Matt 
 
If you would like more information on language or resources please contact the 
Séliš -Ql̓ispé Culture Committee. 

Séliš u Ql̓ispé Nqʷlqʷeltn Sʔolqʷštwexʷstn 
Séliš -Ql̓ispé Language Reference Guide Audio CD 

 
This CD is a beginner level Salish Language resources that is made to accompany the Séliš  & 

Ql̓ispé Language Reference Guide. You will first hear the English word and then the Salish word 
spoken by a man and then by a woman.   

Séliš u Ql̓ispé Nqʷlqʷeltn Sʔolqʷštwexʷstn — Salish & Kalispel Language Reference Guide 

This pamphlet provides a brief reference guide for basic everyday phrases, greetings, & questions, as well as common words for 
weather, meal times, food/drink, seasons, directions, and months/days. With an accompanying CD. Revised version coming soon!

Pamphlet size: unfolded, 17” x 11,” 2 pages; each of 6 pages is 5.75” x 11.” Full color.  
$10 for both the Language Reference Guide pamphlet & CD.

Above: the pamphlet. 

At right: the CD.



SQCC BROCHURE & GUIDE—November 2022

17

Salish alphabet and pronunciation materials

Salish language apps

These two apps provide a fun, interactive way to learn language, culture, and history. They both work beautifully as 
stand-alone apps, and also as enhancements for Workbook 1 and Stories 1 of the SQCC Language Curriculum (see 
website below).  

Download both of these apps for free onto your smartphone at the Apple Store or Google Play by searching “Salish.” 

The Salish Stories 1 Language Leanring App The Séliš u Ql̓ispé Language Learning App 1

New for 2022, an updated set of resources 
for learning the Salish alphabet and correct 
pronunciation. This series, drawing from older 
Culture Committee materials, includes a book, 
an accompanying CD, and a set of flash cards. 

Séliš u Ql̓ispé Qʷaqʷemncut Scq̓y̓q̓ey̓m 
Salish-Kalispel Alphabet Pronunciation Drills 

Culture and Language Materials Book 1

Book 
price TBD

Audio CD, price TBD Flash Cards, price TBD
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Salish language curriculum website and books

Séliš u Ql̓ispé Nuwewlštn — 
Salish and Kalispel Comprehensive, 
	 Sequenced Language Curriculum

In addition to the main websites listed on pages 4 and 5 of this 
brochure, the following website offers the full Level 1 Salish language 
curriculum, including the workbook, storybook, videos, and audio, all 
available as free downloads. In the future, we hope to make available 
Levels 2, 3, and 4. 

https://sites.google.com/site/salishlanguage/

Note: this website will be updated soon.

Below: 
Salish 1 Workbook and Salish 1 Stories

Above: Main Salish Curriculum Page



SQCC BROCHURE & GUIDE—November 2022

19

Salish 2 Workbook and Salish 2 Stories 

Salish 3 Workbook and Salish 3 Stories 

NOTE: not available online.

Salish language curriculum website and books, cont’d.
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SQCC Language Apprentices visting students at 
Nk̓ʷusm Salish Immersion School, 2019.
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Salish language TV shows	 / Videos 	 

Salish Language with Shirley Trahan

A weekly show that Shirley recorded for SKC-TV, with 95 episodes now available 
on YouTube. Shirley teaches viewers basic Salish, including spelling and correct 
pronounciation.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfqwB9Sr5HFjF5WLiLY3E3C1ydpORz2k9

 Salish Workbook 1 Lessons 1-45

A set of videos to accompany all 45 lessons in Salish Workbook 1, with several fluent speakers (men and 
women, Séliš and Ql̓ispé) providing correct pronunciation of all words and phrases. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLj4FyQchomdPCv2bwOi7Emjsahye8gt0m 
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Children’s Salish Language Learning Book Series
Early Readers Edition 

All ten books have bilingual, Salish-English text and are illustrated in full color. 9” x 7”, range from 8 to 12 pages. 
$8.00 per book, $75 for set.

X̣est Sx̣lx̣alt! | Greetings Book Xʷixʷeyuɫ | Animals Qe qs Et̓itši | Getting Ready for Bed Malt t Sqeltč | The Body Book 

Sq̓eyq̓ʔiʔ u Sk̫̓ ul̓l | Colors & Shapes 

Es Čsq̓méltni ɫu Qʷasqʷi!  
Blue Jay Is Hungry! 

Snmemscutn  
Play Time 

Nk̓ʷuʔ Sčacéw̓s | Days of the Week Esx̣cmcuti | Getting Dressed Qe Nk̓ʷspentš | Our Year 
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Salish language & culture posters
Unless otherwise noted, all posters are on laminated paper, available in two sizes (approximate): 12” x 16.5” for $15, or 24” x 36” fpr $25

“For the Good of All Things” poster

With quotation by elder Pete Beaverhead, 
who encourages “... ɫu k͏ʷnq̓aq̓ʔels / you who 
are working hard at what you are good at / 
ɫu x̣ʷl̓ č̓ x̣est. / for the good of all things.”

Pat Pierre poster

Elder Pat Pierre defines who we are as a people: Šey̓ ɫu qeqɫ 
Nax̣eyɫtn: Nc̓̌awmn, Nmuslstn, u Nx̣mnčelistn — “That will be our 
way: Prayer, Hope, and Love.”

Learn & Speak Salish poster

Encouragement to learn and speak our 
language, with Antoine Sandoval painting of 
Séliš and Ql̓ispé leaders. 
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Qe Scxʷic̓c̓š tl̓ Q̓ʷeyq̓ʷay — Gifts from the Buffalo
Traditional Séliš-Ql̓ispé Uses of Buffalo

background option 1: Bison Range photo / blue

background option 2: buffalo photo / yellow

Qe Nxʷlxʷiltn — The Round

Larger poster, available in two sizes: 27.5” x 31.5”, $40, or 36” x 42”, 

Salish language & culture posters, cont’d.
Unless otherwise noted, all posters are on laminated paper, available in two sizes (approximate): 12” x 16.5” for $15, or 24” x 36” fpr $25
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Séliš u Ql̓ispé Xʷixʷeyuɫ 
Salish & Kalispel Animals 

Séliš u Ql̓ispé Sʔiɫn 
Salish & Kalispel Foods 

Séliš u Ql̓ispé Greetings Séliš u Ql̓ispé Numbers & Age 

Malt u Sqeltč 
Body Parts 

Sq̓éy̓q̓ʔey̓ 1
Color Wheel 1 

Sq̓éy̓q̓ʔey̓ 2
Color Wheel 2 

Sw̓ew̓ɫ tl̓ Nčɫʔumnétkʷ   
NATIVE FISH OF THE LOWER CLARK FORK RIVER

◀ q͏ʷq̓͏ʷé 
 northern pikeminnow
 Ptychocheilus oregonensis
 

▲  x̣͏ʷy̓ú 
 mountain whitefish
 Prosopium williamsoni

▲ pisɫ
 westslope cutthroat
 Oncorhynchus clarki lewisi  

▲ čléneʔ
 longnose sucker
 Catostomus catostomus

▲  sìaw̓s
 largescale sucker
 Catostomus macrocheilus

▲  ɫʔaycčst 
 bull trout (stream resident)
 Salvelinus confluentus
 

fish illustrations © j tomelleri

▲ aáycčst  
  bull trout (adfluvial)
  Salvelinus confluentus Sw̓ew̓ɫ tl̓ Nčɫʔumnétk͏ʷ | Salish Names 

of Fish of Lower Clark Fork River  
24” x 36” 
vinyl $55, paper $23

Salish language & culture posters, cont’d. Unless otherwise noted, all posters are on laminated paper, available in 
two sizes (approximate): 12” x 16.5” for $15, or 24” x 36” fpr $25
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Ice-fishing poster

Séliš u Ql̓ispé Nuwewlštn 
Salish, Kalispel, and English Language 

Salish language & culture posters, cont’d.

Sn̓cqay̓eɫc̓eʔtn 
Dry Meat Area 

Sn̓cqay̓eɫc̓eʔtn 
Dry Meat Area with photos 

Unless otherwise noted, all posters are on laminated paper, available in 
two sizes (approximate): 12” x 16.5” for $15, or 24” x 36” fpr $25
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Salish language & culture posters, cont’d.

Qe Lemt ɫu Kʷ Cxʷuy 
Welcome 

Nem eɫ Wičtmncn 
See You Later 

SQCC — X̣est Sx̣lx̣alt / N̓em eɫ Wičtmncin 1
Good Day / See You Later 

SQCC — X̣est Sx̣lx̣alt / N̓em eɫ Wičtmncin 2
Good Day / See You Later 

Unless otherwise noted, all posters are on laminated paper, available in 
two sizes (approximate): 12” x 16.5” for $15, or 24” x 36” fpr $25
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Bathroom signs

Sqaltmí / Male bathroom 

Plastic, 9” W x 12” H, $12 

Smʔém / Female bathroom 

Plastic, 9” W x 12” H, $12

Unisex 
handicapped 
bathroom with 
international 
symbols and braille 

Plastic, 
9” W x 12” H, $15

Sqélixʷ 
images unisex 
handicapped 
bathroom 

Plastic, 
9” W x 12” H, $12

Sqélixʷ 
images unisex  
handicapped 
bathroom with 
braille 

Plastic, 
9” W x 12” H, $12
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ƛ̓lipš 

Stop sign

Metal

12” x 18”

$ 20

Outdoor Signs: Stop, Handicap Parking, No Parking, No Smoking

Ta Kʷqs 
Men̓xʷ 

No Smoking

Metal

12” x 18”

$ 20

Es Tl̓xʷmisti 

Handicapped 
Parking sign

Ta Kʷqs 
ƛ̓lip 

No Parking

Metal

30” in diameter

$200

Metal

12” x 18”

$ 20
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Salish language flashcard games
SQCC worked with Native Teaching Aids to develop Salish language flashcard games, a fun way to learn 
language, designed to work seamlessly with SQCC’s language curriculum.             $10 per boxed set of cards.

Lesson Book 1 flashcards

Lesson Book 2 flashcards

Séliš Sm̓im̓iʔ —Salish storybook 1 flashcards

Flashcards 1-6 Flashcards 7-15 Flashcards 16-23 Flashcards 24-29 Flashcards 30-38 Flashcards 39-45

Books 1-4 Books 5-8 Books 9-12 Books 13-16
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Séliš-Ql̓ispé Phrase Builder flashcards

More language flashcards

Animals & Culture flashcard games

Fast AnimalsWho Am I?

Gathering Food

Go Hunt

MakeNumbersMatching

Salish language flashcard games, cont’d.

Animals & Culture flashcard games CD

An audio CD to 
accompany the 
flashcard games “Go 
Gather,” “Who Am I?,” 
and “Fast Animals,” 
providing correct 
pronunciation of all 
words.               $5

Phrase Builder 1 Phrase Builder 3Phrase Builder 2

Go Gather
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Older Salish language books

Salish Cultural & Language 
Materials Book 1: Salish Indian 
Alphabet Pronunciation Drills

A sequence of pronunciation drills 
accompanied by phonological 
explanations and a set of CD’s.  
8.5 x 11, 51 pages. $5 — book only. 
$15 — book and CD.

Salish Language Picture Book

Picture book dedicated to the 
children with basic Salish and 
English words. Also a coloring book.  
11 x 8.5, 64 pages.        $5

Salish Pend d’Oreille 
Language Vocabulary: Word 
List Guide Book 1

A brief word list, similar to a partial 
dictionary.  
11 x 8.5, 72 pages.      $5

Xʷixʷey̓ú̌ɫ Sk̓ʷ̌ɫq̓eys —Animal Pictures

Black and white animal pictures with Salish 
names. Also can be used for children’s coloring 

book. 
11 x 8, 50 pages.      $5

NOTE: 
 updated & corrected version is coming soon.

Common Names of the 
Flathead Language

A compilation of Salish names of 
plants, foods, animals, Bitterroot 
Valley places, Reservation places, 
and personal names. 
11 x 8.5, 52 pages.        $5

Coming Back Slow
By Agnes Vanderburg

The beloved and 
respected Salish elder 
educator speaks on the 
importance of preserving 
Salish culture and 
language. 

8.5 x 11, 12 pp.   $5
Published by SKC Press.
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Basic Salish 1

Produced by Clarence 
Woodcock, 1983, revised 
by Shirley Trahan, 2006. 
Alphabet and basic 
vocabulary.  
11 x 8.5, 34 pages.         

Forthcoming 2022-2023

Séliš u Ql̓ispé Nuwewlštn Q̓eymin 
Word List, Common Names, Common Phrases, and Dialogues

An updated language resource book that combines older Culture Committee publications 
such as Common Names of the flathead Language and Word List, along with phrases 

and dialogues. Size, length, and price to be determined. 

To be notified when this book becomes available, please email chaney.bell@cskt.org.

Forthcoming 
Salish language book

Older Salish language books, cont’d.

Basic Salish 3

Produced by Clarence 
Woodcock, 1983. Vocabulary  
and the next level of grammar 
and syntax. 
11 x 8.5, 41 pages.    

Basic Salish 2

Produced by Clarence 
Woodcock, 1983,  Kinship 
terms, other vocabulary, basic 
grammar and syntax.  
11 x 8.5, 34 pages.   

Basic Salish 1, 2, and 3, the first Salish curricula developed by the Culture Committee, are 
available on our website, for free download: 

http://www.csktsalish.org/index.php/salish-language
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     Right: Steve Arca teaching the SQCC 
Salish adult immersion class, 2019. 

Below: Language & Culture camp, 
Usšnéɫxʷ (Longhouse), 2017. 
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7. Culture & History7. Culture & History
Our elders have handed down to us the priceless gift of our history and our oral tradition that 
was handed to them from the ancestors. It is a history rooted in our cultural perspective and 
wisdom. The elders have helped us understand how important it is that we learn and pass on 
this knowledge. Only 
by understanding 
our history can we 
understand who we 
are as tribal nations. 
Our history tells us the 
roots of the big issues 
we are contending with 
today, and helps guide 
us into the future. 

We are putting 
forward the elders’ 
knowledge and voices 
in many projects, 
including books, 
articles, brochures 
and pamphlets, web-
based materials, audio 
recordings, signs and 
posters, and museum 
exhibits. 

SQCC elders and staff, c. 1978.      
Back row: Clarence Woodcock, Cecille Lumpry, Joe Eneas, Mitch Smallsalmon, Myrna Adams, Eneas “Tom Puss” Pierre, 

Johnny Arlee. Front row: Agnes Vanderburg, Christine Woodcock, Josephine Bigcrane, Louise McDonald, Louise Vanderburg, 
Dolly Linsebigler. Photo by Tony Incashola.
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Books and connected online content	

The Salish People 
	 and the Lewis & Clark Expedition  

Revised and updated 2019 edition of the 
acclaimed book published by the University of 
Nebraska Press. A beautifully illustrated, deeply 
researched and footnoted history based on 
oral histories from tribal elders, supplemented 
by archival research. The book focuses on the 
richness of Salish culture and history in the 
areas that the expedition so briefly traversed, 
and the dynamics of tribal sovereignty, invasion, 
transformation, and resistance that surround the 
Séliš encounter with the visitors.

7.5” x 9.75”, 198 pages, full color.  Available from 
all booksellers, as well as directly from the SQCC. 
Regular price is $35 for hardcover and $25 for 
paperback. CSKT members, please email sadie.
peone@cskt.org

Online audio content
The SQCC has also created a 
webpage that accompanies the 
book, providing readers access to 
original SQCC audio recordings of 
all bilingual passages in the book, 
and for each of the 22 place-names 
that are included on pages 40-78:     

http://www.csktsalish.org/index.php/
audio/the-salish-people-and-the-
lewis-and-clark-expedition

“Through this multi-voiced tribal history of the Salish people and 
homeland, we come to understand the Lewis and Clark Expedition 
as one small moment in a vast narrative of Salish history. We 
see that Lewis and Clark were traveling through a deeply storied 
Indigenous homeland, mapped through placenames, which each 
carry their own stories of creation and continuation. We see that 
Lewis and Clark traveled through the country that Coyote made 
safe, “prepared,” for the Salish people. Although Lewis and Clark 
struggled, and failed, to comprehend the long history and deep 
lessons embedded in this landscape, this book gives all of its 
readers the opportunity to listen, to pay attention, and to learn. The 
Salish People and the Lewis and Clark Expedition is a model for 
how to create a collective tribal history, based on a collaborative, 
intergenerational process. The awe-inspiring images and words are 
a gift, not only for the community today, but for future generations.” 

—Lisa Brooks (Missisquoi Abenaki), author of Our Beloved Kin: 
A New History of King Philip’s War. 
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A Brief History of the 

Séliš and Qlispé People 

by the Séliš-QliSpé Culture Committee and elderS adviSory CounCil 
Confederated SaliSh & Kootenai tribeS

,

,

A Brief History of the Salish 
and Pend d’Oreille Tribes  

This book offers readers an 
authoritative, concise overview 
of major aspects of the history of 
the Séliš and Ql̓ispé people, from 
a tribal perspective. 

8.5 x 5.5, 70 pages.  
$7.50

FORTHCOMING 
A Brief History of the Séliš and Ql̓ispe People 

A revised and expanded edition 
of the older “Brief History.” 

Estimated size 8.5 x 5.5, 300 pages. 
Fully illustrated in color. 

Price not yet determined. 

Available in 2023. 

Culture and History books, cont’d.

ONLINE ONLY 
Scalp Dance of the Flatheads

Out of print 1981 book detailing the 
traditional Séliš scalp dance. 

8.5 x 5.5, 70 pages.  
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Ethnohistorical booklets, pamphlets, posters, PDFs, and handouts 	  	  

Q̓ʷeyq̓ʷay: 
    Buffalo and the Séliš & 
        Ql̓ispé People

A beautiful, information-packed, full-
color, oversized pamphlet.  Topics 
include:

•	 the cultural relationship with 
buffalo and its importance in the 
traditional way of life; 

•	 the “great changes” of the 1700s; 
•	 the Ql̓ispé helping save buffalo 

from extinction; 
•	 the taking of the National Bison 

Range and now its restoration as 
the CSKT Bison Range;

•	 Ipíq Q̓ʷeyq̓ʷay (White Buffalo — 
Big Medicine). 

6.25” x 11”, 8 pages
$3

Sxʷúytis Smx̣e Nx̣l̓ew̓s | Grizzly Bear Tracks’s Bridge 

Beartracks Bridge — Historical Background

A detailed history of both the bridge and the area 
around it, and also of Sxʷúytis Smx̣e—Grizzly Bear 
Tracks—and his descendants. 
11” x 8.5”, 24 pages, full-color.   $4 

Séliš-Ql̓ispé Timeline since the last ice age
Poster display location(s): Usšneɫxʷ (Longhouse), Jacob’s Island (Missoula).

Poster: 36” x 24” | vinyl $55 | paper: $23

Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee 
P.O. Box 550, St. Ignatius, MT 59865 • (406)-745-4572 • tonyi@cskt.org 

 

Historical timeline of the Séliš, Ql̓ispé, and related nations 
 

Creation During time of creation & the animal people, Coyote & Fox prepare the world for the 
tl̓sqélix ̫  (human-beings-yet-to-come). Some animals and plants, including q̓ ̫ eyq̓ ̫ ay, 
decide to become food or medicine. 

14-10,000 b.p. End of last ice age. Occupancy of region by Salishan people dates to at least this time. 
Oldest known archaeological site with human remains in Séliš-Ql̓ispé territories is over 
12,800 years old. 

Time Immemorial Great Salish Nation splits into separate tribes. Some linguists estimate this was about 
4000 years ago. Oral traditions recorded by SQCC and ethnographers indicate a 
dispersal from Montana to the west. 

Time Immemorial Salishan peoples flourish in aboriginal territories that include most of Montana, and 
portions of Wyoming, Idaho, Washington and Canada. In what is now Montana, territories 
include some of the most abundant buffalo country:  

• The Séliš (Salish or “Flathead”) are organized in about six very large bands based 
in certain areas, mostly east of the Continental Divide in places that include 
Čx ̫ tx ̫ tpé (Confluence of Several Waters — Three Forks area); Sk ̫ um̓cné 
Sewɫk ̫ s (Waters of the Pocket Gopher — the Big Hole River); Snt̓apqey (Place 
Where Something (Bull Trout) is Shot in the Head — the Butte area); Čɫml̓šé 
(Cottonwood Above the Water — Helena area); and Qlaw̓qn Sewɫk ̫ s 
(Beaverhead’s Waters — the Beaverhead-Jefferson River); a 

• A now-extinct nation called the Tun̓áxn (Plains Salish) have about five large bands 
throughout the Rocky Mountain Front area at places including Sensuʔk ̫ l (‘Ice 
Piled Up,’ Fort Shaw), Sensuʔɫk ̫ l (‘Little Ice Piled Up,’ Floweree Butte), Nčtx̣sšn̓é 
(Where Water Goes over a Rocky Ledge — the Great Falls area), and the 
Dearborn River;  

• The territory of the Ql̓ispé (Kalispel or “Pend d’Oreille”) encompasses the drainage 
systems of Ntx̣ ̫ étk ̫  (“River” — the Flathead River), Nmesulétk ̫  (Shimmering Cold 
Waters — the Middle Clark Fork), Nčɫʔumnétk ̫  (Bighorn Sheep Waters — the 
lower Clark Fork), Nč̓m̓m̓cí (River Delta — the Clark Fork Delta and Lake Pend 
Oreille), and the Pend Oreille River, throughout which country they are constituted 
in two “tribes,” five “divisions,” and at least 27 “bands;” 

• A smaller now-extinct Salishan nation, the Smteúseʔ, holds territory centered 
around Ṇaáycčstm Sewɫk ̫ s (Bull Trout’s Waters — the Blackfoot River), including 
Qal̓sá (also known as Epɫ ítx̣ ̫ eʔ — Has Camas), the great camas digging grounds 
near present-day Potomac that were known to tribes throughout the region. 

1492-1520 A.D. Columbus & Spanish conquistadors arrive. Smallpox, other diseases introduced to 
Americas and are spread from one Indigenous community to another.  

c.1700 Séliš and Ql̓ispé begin to acquire donkeys and horses from Shoshone and Nez Perce. 

c. 1775-1780 Blackfeet gain access to firearms through Hudson Bay Co. in Canada; an uneven power 
struggle with the Séliš, Ql̓ispé, Tun̓áx̣n (Plains Salish) and other tribes develops.  

Historical Timeline 
of the Séliš, Ql̓ispé, and Related Nations 

An 8-page timeline of some important dates 
in the history of our tribes, in chronological 

order from time immemorial to 2021. 
8.5 x 11”, 8 pp., $1.
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The Swan Valley   
    Massacre of 1908

A concise history of a painful 
part of Ql̓ispé history, issued 
on the 100th anniversary of 
the incident. With photographs, 
maps, and endnotes.

8.5” x 1”, 8 pages, full-color. 

$3. Limited supply available.

Ethnohistorical booklets, pamphlets, posters, PDFs, & handouts, cont’d. 

The Swan Massacre: 
A Brief History

A painful chapter of Ql̓ispé history, but 
also a story of resilience and cultural 
continuance. PDF of the SQCC chapter 
published in the book The Gathering 
Place, a book published in 2017 by the 
Upper Swan Valley Historical Society 
about the Gordon Ranch and the Swan 
Valley.  8.5” x 11,” 33 pages, full color 
illustrations, map, endnotes.

PDF available on SQCC website at: 
http://www.csktsalish.org/index.php/
history  

The Swan Massacre: A Brief History

1

The Swan Massacre
A Brief History 

Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee 
and Elders Cultural Advisory Council

Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes

the spring of 1890, the tribal farmers planted no crops. But Congress 
failed to appropriate funds for the removal.  The same thing happened 
the next year, forcing the Salish to sell their few household belongings 
to non-Indians in their struggle to get enough to eat.  
 Finally, in October 1891, General Henry B. Carrington and a contingent 
of troops from Fort Missoula arrived to march the Salish north to the 
reservation.  Chief Charlot gathered the people together. They prayed, 
and announced that they would go. The tribe trailed through Stevensville 
before the silent gaze of the non-Indians. A survivor of the removal, 
Mary Ann Combs, likened the trip to a funeral march. One woman, Mrs. 
Lumpry, fell off her horse and broke her hip, and was crippled for life. 
Another man fell near Schley and suffered a broken shoulder blade. 
Other elders noted that 
the soldiers did not allow 
people to stop to go to 
the bathroom, warned 
them they would be 
shot if they ran away. 
Children riding behind 
their mothers wondered 
why  the  g rownups 
were crying.  As an old 
woman, Sophie Moiese 
suffered flashbacks, 
hear ing the women 
crying as the people 
rode slowly north toward 
the Jocko Valley. 
    Mrs. Combs recalled that after the two day journey, the people 
camped at a place between Evaro and Schley called Nɫeʔsl̓étk͏ʷ (Two 
Little Creeks). The people pulled themselves together, and led by young 
men riding out ahead on their horses and shooting their guns, the Salish 
came into the Jocko. One Jesuit priest, Phillip Canastrelli, thought he 
was under attack. At the Jocko church, a large group of Pend d’Oreille 
and other tribal people awaited the Salish and welcomed them to the 
Flathead Reservation. It is said the Salish settled at the southern end 
of the reservation because they did not wish to move any further north 
than they had to.  
 Belying popular notions that land in the Bitterroot Valley was 
desperately needed by settlers, it took the Government about 25 years 
to sell off the Salish allotments. Officials repeatedly reappraised the 
lands and lowered the prices in order to try to attract buyers well into 
the 1910s.
 Despite the losses incurred in the removal, the Salish rebuilt their lives 
on the Flathead Reservation, gradually establishing successful family 

The Salish People 
and the Struggle for the Bitterroot Valley

From the beginnings of human history, the Bitterroot Valley has  
been a cherished part of the homeland of the Salish and Pend  
d’Oreille people.  The elders have told us that when Coyote 

prepared this world for the human beings who were yet to come, 
he left the signs of his deeds at many places in the valley.  It was 
to be the homeland of the sqélix͏ʷ — the Salish-speaking peoples 
of this part of the world. In recent centuries, as the Séliš — know 
in English as the Salish or ‘Flathead’ people — concentrated more 
in this western part of their overall territory, the Bitterroot became 
a primary location for the winter camps for the tribe as a whole.
 The forced removal of the Salish from the Bitterroot Valley can 
be traced to the Hellgate Treaty of 1855, when Isaac Stevens, the 
newly-appointed Governor and Superintendent of Indian Affairs for 
Washington Territory, convened negotiations with tribal leaders at 
Council Grove, near present-day Missoula. The U.S. government’s 
central purpose was to obtain legal title to most tribal lands, opening 
them to non-Indian settlement and concentrating the Indian people 
of several tribes onto a single reservation.  Thus Isaac Stevens 
wanted the Salish, Pend d’Oreille, and one band of the Kootenai 
to take as their reservation the area surrounding the St. Ignatius 
Mission and Fort Connah.  
 X͏ʷeɫx̣ƛ̓cín (Many Horses, or Chief Victor), the Salish leader 
who served as head chief for the Confederated Tribes, refused 
Stevens’ demand that the Salish relinquish control of the Bitterroot 
Valley. Stevens then inserted complicated language in the treaty 
that required the President to direct a survey of the valley, which 
would determine whether the Bitterroot  Valley or the Jocko and 
Mission Valleys to the north were 
better suited to the “wants of the 
Flathead Tribe.” In the meantime, the 
treaty would set aside the  Bitterroot 
south of Lolo Creek as a “conditional 
reservation” for the Salish; the treaty 
also designated the area known today 
as the Flathead Indian Reservation 
as unceded, sovereign tribal land.  

 -6- -5-

 Salish and General Carrington near Stevensville, prior 
to removal. Courtesy University of Pennsylvania.

 © 2022 Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee 
P.O. Box 550, St. Ignatius, MT 59865 (406) 745-4572

X͏ʷeɫx̣ƛ̓cín (Many Horses, or Chief Victor) in 
1855. Drawing by Gustavus Sohon. 

National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian.

farms and ranches 
— even though the 
Government reneged 
o n  m a n y  o f  i t s 
promises of help. This 
was more difficult for 
some families;  the 
Pierres, for example, 
decided to move back 
to the Bitterroot and 
live on their own in 
their home country. 
Well into the mid-
twentieth century, 
large numbers of Salish people traveled to the Bitterroot every 
year to visit their homeland and work as laborers in fruit orchards 
and other agricultural operations.
 In 1904, barely ten years after the removal of the Salish, 
Congress passed the Flathead Allotment Act, a law authored by 
Missoula’s Joseph Dixon that would open the Flathead Reservation 
itself to white settlement. Tribal members, including Chief Charlot 
and Sam Resurrection, repeatedly protested the law, citing the 
Government’s promise that the Flathead Reservation would always 
be a protected home for the people.  But it was to no avail. In 
1910, only a few weeks after Chief Charlot died at the age of 79, 
homesteaders poured onto the reservation, taking much of the best 
land. The Flathead Irrigation Project was then built, often over pre-
existing Indian-built ditches, and suddenly tribal farmers had to pay 
for water they had always used for free. Many small operations had 
produced food only for subsistence needs, and families couldn’t 
pay these new fees. This was one of numerous reasons why many 
Indian allotments were sold to non-Indians before the Allotment Act 
was finally canceled in 1934.
 Yet the people survived, and Arlee today is home to a vibrant 
Salish community. Salish homes are found throughout the area. In 
the Arlee schools, Salish language classes have been taught for 
many years now.  
 The Bitterroot Valley also remains a place of great importance to 
the Salish and Pend d’Oreille people. Each year, many people and 
families return to pray, to gather foods and medicines, to fish and 
hunt in the few old places that are not private property, or simply 
to visit the homeland of the ancestors.

 Salish encampment, Jocko Valley, 1910. 
Photo by Edward S. Curtis. Courtesy Library of Congress.

Qe eɫ xʷixʷuy c̓̌ qe st̓úlixʷ — Return 
to the Homeland: A Journey Back 
to the Bitterroot Valley

Pamphlet for the 2016 “Return to 
the Homeland” walk from Arlee to 
Stevensville. Includes the history from 
the pamphlet at left, “The Salish People 
and the Struggle for the Bitterroot Valley,” 
along with a Salish place-name map 
insert, using the map created by Michael 
Louis Durglo, Sr. that appears on p. 40 
of The Salish People and the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition.

5.75” x 11”, 6 pages plus map insert, full 
color. 
$3. Limited supply available.

The Salish People and 
    the Struggle for the Bitterroot Valley

This photocopy pamphlet provides a concise 
but detailed account of the history of the forced 
“removal” of the Salish people from the Bitterroot 
Valley by the U.S. government and the long 
resistance of the Séliš against that dispossession. 
In a few pages, the pamphlet touches on:
•	 the ancient tribal connection with that area; 
•	 the conflicts during the Hellgate Treaty 

negotiations; 
•	 the so-called Garfield “agreement” of 1872 and 

the forgery of Chief Charlo’s x mark; 
•	 the 1889-1891 forced removal; 
•	 and the subsequent rebuilding of Salish life on 

the Flathead Reservation. 

4.67” x 8.5”, 6 pages, black & white photocopy. 
Free for personal use; charge for large quantities.
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Tour Reading Packet: Flathead Indian 
Reservation and the CSKT

75-page tour reading packet developed for Center of 
the Rocky Mountain West, 2013. Background readings 
for each stop on tour, including: 1: Council Grove; 2: 
Highway 93 wildlife bridge; 3: Jocko restoration project; 
4: Ravalli Hill overlook (allotment act, Bison Range, 
Mission Mountain Wilderness; 5: Séliš-Ql̓ispé Usšnéɫxʷ 
(Longhouse); 6: Tribal Council chambers; 7: Salish 
Kootenai College; 8: Sqlew̓ Stqeps (Beaver’s Dam — 
Polson Hill) — Flathead Lake fisheries; 9: SKQ Dam. 
8.5 x 11”, 75 pp., full color, historical photos and full-
color maps. PDF available on our website: http://www.
csktsalish.org/index.php/history 

CAW Flathead Reservation tour — 27 Sept 2013 — background reading — page 30

The Flathead Allotment Act and the “Opening” of the Reservation
by the Salish-Pend d’Oreille Culture Committee

Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes
2012

In the 1855 Hellgate Treaty, leaders of the Salish, Pend d’Oreille, and Kootenai nations ceded to the United 
States ownership of the vast area we know today as western Montana. The chiefs “reserved” from those ceded 
lands certain other areas, including the lands encompassed by the Flathead Indian Reservation. This area would 
remain unceded, sovereign tribal land — in the terms of the Treaty, set aside for “the exclusive use and benefit 
of said confederated tribes.” 

But the government later decided to renege on this promise. U.S. policymakers did not want tribes, here or in 
other parts of the United States, to continue living by their traditional ways. They saw tribal ways of life as 
contrary to “progress.” And they felt that Indians occupied far more land than they would ever use. They did not 
understand tribal relationships with the land, or the old ways of hunting, fishing, and gathering. They could not 
see the way all of the land was used by the tribes in a gentle, sustainable way. 

Officials realized that the heart of tribal ways of life was tribal ownership of land — land held in common by all 
members of a tribe, and not owned by any individual person. Congress aimed to dismantle that system. In 1887 
President Grover Cleveland signed the General Allotment Act, also called the Dawes Severalty Act. Its basic 
purpose was to force private land ownership upon tribal members, and then open any remaining reservation 
lands to non-Indian homesteaders. To carry out the Allotment Act, Congress had to pass a bill for each reserva-
tion, in order to address the terms spelled out in each individual treaty. Wherever the General Allotment Act was 
implemented, it followed 
the same process: the cre-
ation of an official “roll” 
of tribal members; the 
surveying of the reserva-
tion and the issuing of 
individual “allotments” 
of 80 or 160 acres to 
adults; the declaration 
of most remaining land 
as “surplus;” and then 
“opening” those lands to 
non-Indian homesteaders, 
to take as their own land. 

U.S. Indian Agent Peter Ronan helped block the imposition of the Allotment Act on the Flathead Reservation 
until his death in 1893. Ronan forcefully told officials in Washington of the virtually unanimous opposition to 
allotment among tribal members. But Ronan’s successors as Agent, Joseph Carter and William Smead, gave 
much less protection to the tribes’ lands. In fact, Smead, as a member of the Montana legislature, had been the 
author of a “memorial” to Congress advocating the opening of the Flathead Reservation to white settlement. 
After being fired as agent, Smead founded an agency in Missoula that helped homesteaders locate and gain title 
to the best lands on the reservation.

During this time, Congress also appointed the “Crow, Flathead, etc. Commission” to negotiate with Montana 
tribes for large sections of their reservations. The Commission wanted to take the entire western half of the Flat-
head Reservation. But when they met with Chief Charlo, who had just been forced out of the Bitterroot Valley, 

Salish & Pend d’Oreille dancers and drummers, c. 1905.

The Flathead Allotment Act 
and the “Opening” of 
the Reservation

A 6-page, detailed history of 
the Flathead Allotment Act, the 
single most destructive piece of 
legislation ever imposed upon the 
CSKT. Excerpted from the tour 
packet developed for the Center of 
the Rocky Mountain West. 
8.5 x 11”, 6 pp., photos and full-
color maps. PDF available on our 
website: http://www.csktsalish.org/
index.php/history 

Ethnohistorical booklets, pamphlets, posters, PDFs, & handouts, cont’d. 

“Indigenous Peoples 
and Forests.” 

A concise, rigorously 
documented history of 
Montana’s forests and 
Indigenous peoples, including 
the cultural use of fire. 
Produced by SQCC for the 
2020 Montana Forest Action 
Plan. The essay is centered 
on Séliš-Ql̓ispé culture and 
history, largely drawn from 
the 29 essays contributed by 
SQCC staff to the “Fire on 
the Land” project (see page 
40 of this brochure). 

22 pp., illustrated with 
endnotes.

PDF available on our website: 
http://www.csktsalish.org/
index.php/history 

SQCC — Indigenous Peoples and Forests, for MFAC — 08 JULY 2020, page 1

Indigenous Peoples and Forests 

Montana Forest Action Plan

Draft 08 July 2020

by the Séliš-Qlispé Culture Committee, 
Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes 

“Aáy u Sqélixʷ: 
 A History of Bull 
Trout and the Salish 
and Pend d’Oreille 
People.” 

An in-depth essay about 
bull trout, fishing, and 
tribal history and culture, 
created by SQCC staff 
for NRD’s “Explore the 
River” project (see page 
41). 175 pp, illustrated 
with endnotes.

PDF available on our 
website: http://www.
csktsalish.org/index.
php/history 

Introduction -- page 1

aáy u sqélix͏ʷ
    a history of bull trout 
   and the Salish and Pend d’Oreille people

written in conjunction with the educational DVD project 
Explore the River: Bull Trout, Tribal People, and the Jocko River 

produced by the Natural Resources Department
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes

Draft of JANUARY 2011, rev. 2022
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SQCC — info on portraits in Council chambers — page 1

Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee

Historical Background for 

Portraits of Séliš and Ql̓ispé Chiefs in Council Chambers

© Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee, 2022. All rights reserved. 406-745-4572.

Historical Background for 
Portraits of Séliš & Ql̓ispé 
Chiefs in CSKT Council 
Chambers

Revised version of document 
produced in 2014, providing 
in-depth historical background for 
the portraits of Sɫm̓x̣e Q̓͏ʷox̣ʷqeys 
(Claw of the Little Grizzly — Chief 
Charlo) and Tmɫx̣ƛ̓cín (No Horses — 
Chief Alexander) that hang in CSKT 
Council chambers. 

8.5” x 11”, 11 pages, historical 
photos, color cover. 
PDF available on our website: http://
www.csktsalish.org/index.php/history 

Ethnohistorical booklets, pamphlets, posters, PDFs, & handouts, cont’d. 

Why We Are Called the Séliš-
Ql̓ispé Culture Committee

A 2-page explanation of the meaning 
and origin of the Culture Committee’s 
name, and why we adopted our new 
name in 2016.  

8.5 x 11”, 2 pp. PDF available on 
our website: www.csktsalish.org, 
along with MPEGs of Felicite “Jim” 
Sapiye McDonald and Shirley Trahan 
providing correct pronunciation of the 
words Séliš and Ql̓ispé.

Why We Are Now Called  
the Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee 

2022 
 

In the mid-1970s, the Tribal Council of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes 
established two Culture Committees: the Flathead Culture Committee, based in St. 
Ignatius, and the Kootenai Culture Committee, based in Elmo. This historic step helped 
restore tribal cultures to the heart of tribal government, and helped restore the elders to 
their traditional role as advisors to our leaders.  
 

The Flathead Culture Committee is now called the Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee. 
(See	csktsalish.org	for proper pronunciation of the words	Séliš	and	Ql̓ispé.) This brief 
paper explains why the Committee has adopted this new name. The story is rooted in 
our history, and reflects the gradual, steady strengthening of our efforts to revitalize our 
culture and language.  
 

Our mission is the protection, preservation, and perpetuation of the culture and language 
of our people. Our staff is given guidance and direction by the Séliš-Ql̓ispé Elders 
Cultural Advisory Council, whose members also serve as direct cultural advisors to the 
Chairperson and the Tribal Council.  
 

For more than four decades, the Tribal Council has supported the Committees out of an 
understanding of the importance of cultural continuance to the overall well-being and 
sovereignty of the tribes. As a result, the wisdom and cultural values of the elders have 
helped guide the development of CSKT policies and programs during this important 
period of tribal history, as we have rebuilt our governing capacity. 
 

The Flathead Culture Committee’s original name was in part an accommodation of the 
English name by which the tribe (along with the reservation itself and many place-
names) had been known since the early 1800s. Oral histories and archival records 
provide numerous different explanations for the origin of the term “Flathead.” What we 
do know with certainty from our elders is that our own name for the nation that came to 
be called “Flathead” is Séliš. Séliš is pronounced SEH-leesh. In English this word is 
usually written as “Salish,” or sometimes “Selish.” We have also been called the 
Bitterroot Salish, because the Bitterroot Valley has always been a cherished part of our 
homeland, which reaches from the Bitterroot Mountains in the west to the Yellowstone 
and upper Missouri drainages east of the Continental Divide.  
 

The Culture Committee came to realize that the name “Flathead” conflicted with our core 
mission of teaching young people knowledge of our true culture, language, and history. 
In the mid-1990s, the Committee therefore changed its name to the Salish Culture 
Committee.  

“Saving the World that Coyote Made: Climate Change 
and Native People of the Northern Rockies,” an essay by 
SQCC staff on Indigenous perspectives on the climate crisis, its 
origins, its far-reaching impacts on native peoples and cultures, and 
the hope we are given by the lessons of tribal histories. Produced as 
part of the 2019 SKC-CSKT web-based educational project, “Living 
Landscapes: Culture, Climate Science & Education in Tribal and 
Native Communities” (see page 41 of this brochure). PDF available 
on our website: http://www.csktsalish.org/index.php/history 
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Ethnohistorical booklets, pamphlets, posters, PDFs, & handouts, cont’d. 

CSKT Cultural Waterways Ordinance 
booklet 

A booklet containing excerpts from the 
historic CSKT Cultural Waterways Ordinance, 
passed by Tribal Council in 2021. Illustrated 
with historic and contemporary images of 
Ntx̣ʷétk ,̫ the spectacular lower Flathead River, 
and CSKT people’s profound connection with 
it. Now protected as a free-flowing river “for 
all the generations to come.”

16 pp., 11” x 8.5”, full color. $

PDF available on our website: 
http://www.csktsalish.org/index.php/history 

CSKT Cultural Waterways Ordinance Poster 

Poster of the cover of the Cultural Waterways booklet, 
featuring a photo of the River Honoring. 

Laminated poster paper, full color. 
24” x 36”: $25

12” x 16.5”:  $15

Ntx̣ʷétkʷ — K̓unamitukNtx̣ʷétkʷ — K̓unamituk

The Lower Flathead RiverThe Lower Flathead River
  

Designated in 2021 by the CSKT as the firstDesignated in 2021 by the CSKT as the first
CSKT Cultural WaterwayCSKT Cultural Waterway

Protected for All the Generations to ComeProtected for All the Generations to Come
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Historical articles and chapters 	 	  

History of Nɫʔay (Missoula) and the Séliš & Ql̓ispé People

“Place of Small Bull Trout: Tribal History from the Beginning to 1870”

“Missoula and the Séliš and Ql̓ispé People, 1870-2020”

Two articles contributed by SQCC for the Missoulian publication marking th 150th 
anniversary of the establishment of the city. Available online: 

https://issuu.com/tadhmmm/docs/mis_spc1_092720_01_a_001_00_01

“Sč̓iɫpálqʷ: Biocultural 
Restoration of Whitebark Pine 
on the Flathead Reservation.” 

The Séliš-Ql̓ispé  Elders Cultural 
Advisory Council and SQCC staff 
are among the contributors to this 
chapter about CSKT whitebark pine 
restoration in a forthcoming book on 
climate change, to be published in 
2022 by CRC Press. 

The book is entitled Implementation 
of Climate Actions: How the 
Integration of Placed-Based 
Knowledge Can Lead to Science 
Solutions.  Full list of chapter authors: 
Durglo, Jr., M., Everett, R., Incashola, 
Jr., T., McCarthy, M.I., Séliš-Ql̓ispé 
Elders Cultural Advisory Council, 
Pete, S., Rosenau, J., Smith, T., and 
Carlson, A.A. 

The SQCC contributed the historical 
and cultural content for a 2015 article by 
CSKT attorney Brian Upton, “Returniing 
to a Tribal Self-Governance 
Partnership at the National Bison 
Range Complex: Historical, Legal, 
and Global Perspectives.”

Available online: 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/plrlr/vol35/iss1/5/

“A Brief History of Kerr Dam and the Reservation,” a chapter contributed by 
SQCC staff for čɫq̓étkʷ ntx̣ʷétkʷs ‘a•kinmituk — The Lower Flathead River, Flathead 
Indian Reservation, Montana: A Cultural, Historical, and Scientific Resource, a book 
published in 2008 by the Salish Kootenai College Tribal History Project and available 
through Salish Kootenai College Press. 
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“The Swan Massacre: A Brief History,” a chapter contributed by the SQCC 
for The Gathering Place, a book published in 2017 by the Upper Swan Valley 
Historical Society about the Gordon Ranch and the Swan Valley. For more 
information, go to: 
https://www.swanvalleyhistoricalsociety.org/gordon-ranch.html

“The Salish People and the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition,” a chapter 
contributed by the SQCC for Lewis and 
Clark in the Bitterroot, a book by “The 
Discovery Writers” and the late Dale Burk, 
published in 1998 by Stoneydale Press. 
For more information, go to: 

http://stoneydale.com/product_info.
php?cPath=23_36&products_id=359

Historical articles and chapters,cont’d. 	  

History game

“Séliš-Ql̓ispé 
Indigenous History” 
game. 

A fun flash card history 
quiz game with content 
by SQCC and game 
design by Native 
Teaching Aids. A great 
way to learn our history!      

 $20

C̓npno (John Peter Paul) at Kʷtíɫ P̓upƛ̓m̓ (Ross’s Hole), 1998. 
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Produced by the CSKT Natural Resources Department in a project directed 
by Germaine White, digitally created by David Rockwell, and with Tony 
Incashola serving as cultural advisor, this app gives cultural and scientific 
information for the animals 
more commonly encountered 
in the riparian areas of the 
Flathead Indian Reservation. 
SQCC provided Séliš-Ql̓ispé 
cultural content, including 
animals names and audio 
recordings of pronunciations. 
Includes mammals, birds, 
fish, reptiles, and amphibians. 
Available for free at the Apple 
Store or Google Play by 
searching “Animal Field 
Guide.”

CSKT riparian animal field guide app with SQCC content

SQCC history & culture TV show	  	  

“Indian Time” with SQCC Director Tony Incashola, recorded at SKC-TV studios at Salish 
Kootenai College, covering a wide range of topics including culture, history, and current events. 49 
episodes are now available on SKC’s YouTube channel:

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfqwB9Sr5HFiaqTywJLTnzKAQOQjZsDrD



SQCC BROCHURE & GUIDE—November 2022

46

CSKT-NRD websites with SQCC 
ethnohistorical content	  	  

in collaboration with CSKT Natural Resources Department and/or Salish 
Kootenai College, SQCC staff provided extensive historical, cultural, 
and ethnogeographic content, including extensive essays and many 
primary documents, for three award-winning digital educational projects 
addressing important aspects of tribal history and culture: fire, fishing, 
and the climate crisis. Each of the projects brings together cultural and 
scientific perspectives and understandings of these ecological issues. 
All three projects are now available online at the following website: 
http://fwrconline.csktnrd.org

“Fire on the Land: Native People and Fire in the Northern Rockies,” first released in 2007, offers extensive information on the culture, history, and 
science of fire and tribal people in the Northern Rockies. 

Includes video interviews with tribal elders. SQCC staff contributed 29 essays on the culture and history of fire in Séliš-Ql̓ispé life, based on deep research 
in both oral histories and archival records. Subjects include: traditional cultural use of fire (14 essays); changes preceding the arrival of non-Indians (3 essays); fire 
and tribal history during the 19th century (7 essays plus extensive compilations and mapping of primary documents relating to fire from fur trade journals and other 
sources); and fire and forests in tribal history during the 20th and early 21st centuries (5 essays).  SQCC Director Tony Incashola served as the project’s cultural 
advisor. Project Director: Germaine White: Science content and digital design and construction: David Rockwell. Ethnohistorical essays: Thompson Smith. 

“Fire on the Land” home page:
http://fwrconline.csktnrd.org/Fire/FireOnTheLand/ 

Fire on the Land main page Fire on the Land main sections Fire on the Land history sub-sections

“Fire on the Land” history section:
http://fwrconline.csktnrd.org/Fire/FireOnTheLand/History/
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“Explore the River: Bull Trout, Tribal People, and the Jocko River,” first released in 2011, addresses tribal people and fish, with a focus 
on bull trout and the CSKT’s restoration of the Jocko River. Like “Fire on the Land,” the project brings together in innovative ways extensive cultural, 
historical, and scientific information and resources.  SQCC Director Tony Incashola served as the project’s cultural advisor. Project Director: 
Germaine White. Science content and digital design and construction: David Rockwell. Ethnohistorical essay: Thompson Smith. A PDF of the 
essay “Aáy u Sqélixʷ: Bull Trout and the Salish and Pend d’Oreille People” is also available on our website (see page 35).

“Explore the River” home page: 
http://fwrconline.csktnrd.org/Explore/index.html 

“Aay u Sqélixʷ” essay: 
http://fwrconline.csktnrd.org/Explore/ExploreTheRiver/CultureHistory/History/ 

CSKT-NRD websites with SQCC ethnohistorical content, cont’d.

Explore the River main page Explore the River sections Explore the River history sub-sections Chapters of essay, “Aáy u Sqélixʷ”

“Living Landscapes: Culture, Climate Science & Education 
in Tribal and Native Communities,” first released in 2019, 
addresses the climate crisis. SQCC staff contributed an essay, 
“Saving the World that Coyote Made,” offering Indigenous 
perspectives on the crisis, its origins, its far-reaching impacts on native 
peoples and cultures, and the hope we are given by the lessons of 
tribal histories (available as PDF — see page 36).

“Living Landscapes” home page:
https://www.skclivinglandscapes.org

“Saving the World that Coyote Made” essay:
https://www.skclivinglandscapes.org/plateau/Principles/Essay/

Living Landscapes main page “Saving the World that Coyote Made”
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Historical films with SQCC content	  	  

In the Spirit of Atatíc̓eʔ: the Untold Story of the National Bison Range (2019)

A powerful film produced by the CSKT that conveys the tribal relationship with buffalo and advocates for the 
return of the Bison Range to tribal ownership. The film is grounded in the SQCC’s recordings—and careful 
bilingual transcriptions—of Mose Čx̣awte (Chouteh) telling, in Salish, the story of ʔAtatic̓eʔ (Peregrine Falcon 
Robe) and his son, Łatatí (Little Peregrine Falcon Robe) helping save buffalo from extinction. ɫatatí carried out 
his father’s idea of herding orphaned calves back to the Flathead Reservation, where those buffalo formed the 
nucleus of what became the Pablo-Allard herd — which in turn formed the nucleus of the herd at the National 
Bison Range. Filmmaker Daniel Glick and co-producer Roy Bigcrane worked with the SQCC to begin the film 
with Mr. Chouteh’s story, with English subtitles. SQCC Senior Translator Shirley Trahan painstakingly reviewed 
the recordings, creating bilingual transcripts that ensured the accuracy of the translations, which SQCC staff 
then synched with the recording for subtitles. The film also draws from interviews with many people, including 
many tribal elders. Tribal Council members, and CSKT staff.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1WvkSN8zDQ 

The Place of the Falling Waters (1991)

A three-part documentary film by Roy Bigcrane and Thompson Smith centered 
around the Montana Power Company’s 1930s construction of a dam at St̓ipmétkʷ 
(Falling Waters) on the lower Flathead River, near the geographic center of the 
Flathead Indian Reservation. Through interviews with tribal elders (Séliš, Ql̓ispé, 
and Ksanka) and others, including staff of the Séliš-Ql̓ispé and Kootenai Culture 
Committees, the film sets the dam’s construction into the longer and larger story 
of “conflict and exchange between deeply opposing ways of life.” Includes rare 
archival film footage, historic images, and spectacular aerial cinematography. The 
film garnered national and international awards and was screened at the Native 
American Film Festival in New York, the Lincoln Center Columbian Quincentenary 
Film Festival, the Sundance Film Festival, the Vienna Film Festival, and the 
International Anthropological Film Festival in Estonia. 

Part 1: Before the Dam 

Part 2: The Road to the Dam 

Part 3: The Dam and the Future

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfqwB9Sr5HFilApQFsA5e5hF036_QacAc 

Study guide for teachers available at http://www.csktsalish.org/index.php/history

Teachers’ study guide for 
The Place of the Falling 

Waters

The Place of the Falling Waters 
DVD
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Exhibits with SQCC content	  	  

The Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee has provided content on culture, language, and history for a number of public 
exhibits located across the aboriginal territories.  

CSKT Bison Range 

In 2021, Congress restored ownership of the National Bison 
Range—more than 18 thousand acres—to the CSKT, some 112 
years after the land was taken by the US government. Stephanie 
Gillin of the CSKT’s Natural Resources Department and consultant 
David Rockwell immediately undertook a complete revamping of 
the visitor’s center and interpetative signs, working closely with 
SQCC staff and elders. SQCC researched, wrote, and edited 
more than 30 panels and signs, ranging from maps of Salish 
place-names, to the cultural importance and use of buffalo, to the 
complex history surrounding the Bison Range. As of publication 
of this brochure & guide in March 2022, the exhibit is under 
construction but nearing completion! 

A few of more than 30 Bison Range signs 
& panels that SQCC helped develop: 

Above: Map with Salish place-names

Ipíq Q̓ʷeyq̓ʷay / White Buffalo Respect for & use of buffalo, Hellgate Treaty, other history

Right: set of 7 signs summarizing tribal 
history and culture relating to buffalo.

Bison Range history
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“Leiser’s Footsteps” exhibit on Missoula’s Jewish history 

In 2020-2021, SQCC contributed content and corrections for an exhbit on 
Jewish history in the Missoula area in the late 19th and 20th centuries, including 
Jewish relationships with 
Salish people. The exhibit 
features some rare historic 
photographs of tribal people. 
Created by “BearBones 
Historians,” it was exhibited 
at the Missoula Public 
Library in January-February 
2022. 

Glacier National Park: “At Home in This Place” 

In 2010, Glacier National Park opened a new exhibit at St. Mary’s, “At Home in this Place,” about the Indigenous 
peoples of the region and our relationship with the park and surrounding areas. The SQCC worked closely 
over the preceding two years with GNP’s Mark Wagner and others to develop the exhibit, including forming a 
structure that allows each of the tribes — the upper Ql̓ispé, the Kootenai, and the Blackfeet — to tell its own story 
and provide information specific to its culture, language, and history. One of the panels created by the SQCC 
focuses on how the northern boundary of the Flathead Reservation — as it was interpreted to and understood by 
CSKT leaders during the Hellgate Treaty negotiations in 1855 — was supposed to encompass most or all of what 
is now the western half of Glacier National Park. The panel includes a map drawn by Séliš leader Nkʷƛ̓lexʷncú 
(Sam Resurrection). The multi-media exhibit won major awards for interpretation. 

Exhibits with SQCC contributions, cont’d. 
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 USFS Lolo Pass Visitor Center 

SQCC contributed panel texts and other historical / cultural content 
for the USFS’s Lolo Pass Visitor Center (opened in 2003). 

Three Chiefs Culture Center 

The SQCC has contributed in numerous ways over the years to the Three Chiefs Culture 
Center (formerly the People’s Center), including exhibit texts, handouts, and events.

SQCC Director Tony Incashola speaks at July 2021 
event supporting Three Chiefs Culture Center. Tribal 

Council member Martin Charlo listens. 

Exhibits with SQCC contributions, cont’d. 
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Neither Empty Nor Unknown — 
Montana Historical Society 

SQCC contributed to the 2005 Montana Historical Society exhibit, 
“Neither Empty nor Unknown,” about the area that is now Montana 
when Lewis and Clark arrived in 1805. The exhibit conveyed some 
of the same messages as the SQCC book, The Salish People and 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition.

https://mhs.mt.gov/education/IEFA/NENUKVirtualLessonPlan.pdf

Exhibits with SQCC contributions, cont’d. 

Travelers Rest State Park 

Travelers Rest State Park in Tmsmɫi (No Salmon — Lolo) 
has worked closely with SQCC for years, including 

presentations and now exhibit content. 

Right: on a 2009 SQCC field trip, elders Felicite Sapiye McDonald, 
Eneas Vanderburg, and Louie Adams visit a remote site 

of cultural importance along the middle fork of Kʷalí Sewɫkʷs 
(Yellow’s Waters — Judith River).  
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SQCC cultural & historical signs	  	  

Throughout our aboriginal territories, the Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee is working to restore tribal voices to public 
spaces through interpretive signs about our history and culture. When our children or other people visit these places, 
they will now find the perspectives and understanding of tribal elders — a more accurate and complete telling of the 
history of the region. We encourage everyone to visit the signs! 

3 signs related to Séliš-Ql̓ispé fire history	  	  

“Fire & Tribal History in the 
Northern Rockies.” 

Sign written by SQCC. Joint 
project with CSKT Division of 
Fire, 2015.  Location: CSKT Bison 
Range, in a kiosk outside the 
visitor center. 

Séliš-Ql̓ispé culture and history of fire (2 signs). 
Jointly produced SQCC-USFS signs, 2010. Location: Girard Grove of ancient larch on west side of Boy 
Scout Road, west side of Epɫ C̓ixʷc̓xʷt (Has Osprey — Seeley Lake). Photos from field trip of SQCC 
elders and staff, October 2017.
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For millennia, the Blackfoot River corridor has been part 
of the homeland of the Salish and Pend d’Oreille people. 
They and visiting members of other tribes used a vast net-
work of trails to criss-cross this region of great abundance 
-- rich in game, fish, roots and bulbs, berries, medicinal 
plants, paint, and countless other resources. 

Long before the advent of modern highways, the Clearwa-
ter Junction area -- known in Salish as Čc̓npá (pronounced 
Ch-tsin-pah -- the name of a prominent warrior) -- was also 
a junction in the Salish-Pend d’Oreille transportation sys-
tem. From here, trails reached to the four directions. 

To the east, the trail continued past the Ovando area, 
called Sntntnmsqá (Sin-tin-tin-im-skah -- Place Where A 
Person Tightens a Horse’s Reins). 
From there, people crossed the 
Continental Divide via several pass-
es to reach the buffalo-rich prairies 
of the Dearborn, Sun, and Missouri 
Rivers. 

To the south, trails traversed the 
hills to the Clark Fork River. 

To the west, the trail continued 
down to the confluence with the 
Clark Fork, called Nʔaycčstm (In-
aye-ts-ch-stem -- Place of the Big 
Bull Trout), and places beyond. 

And to the north, trails led toward Placid Lake, called 
Čɫq̓ll̓ʔe (Chithl-qul-il-eh -- Referring to Dry Land Exposed 
When the Lake Recedes in Fall) and Seeley Lake, called 
Epɫ C̓ix͏ʷc̓x͏ʷt (Epthl Tsiwh-tsuwht -- Has Ospreys). 

From the Seeley-Swan, trails led east into the Bob Mar-
shall Wilderness, west toward the Jocko and Mission Val-
leys, and north to the mouth of the Swan River at Bigfork, 
called Nq̓eyɫk͏ʷm (In-qeythl-kwum, Referring to the Sound 
of Falling Water). 

These ancient trails and placenames, and hundreds of oth-
ers, continue to hold great importance to Salish and Pend 
d’Oreille people today.

A Vast Network of Indigenous Trails

Selected Salish-Pend d’Oreille placenames & trails in the Blackfoot River area. 
Map drawn by Michael Louis Durglo, Sr. Copyright Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes, 2005.

SQCC culture & history signs, cont’d.

5 signs in the Swan-Clearwater-Blackfoot drainage system	

“The Swan Massacre of 
1908.” 
Sign written by SQCC. 
installed by MDT, 2008. Photo 
from SQCC elders & staff field 
trip, October 2017. Location: 
east side of Montana Hwy 83, 
about 3/4 of a mile south of 
Holland Lake Rd.

Blackfoot Corridor signs project
Joint project of SQCC, USFS, and BLM, 2003. 

 “A Vast Network of Indigenous Trails,” 
SQCC sign with map drawn by Michael Louis Durglo, Sr. 

Photo: Joe Vanderburg, Dorothy Woodcock, and Millie Woodcock Brockie visiting sign, 2017. 
Location: Clearwater Junction rest area. 

 “The Blackfoot Corridor: Traditional 
Territory of the Salish & Pend d’Oreille 

People,” with photo taken at location of sign of 
Josephine Quequesah and her mother, Agnes 
Pokerjim Paul.  Location: Ninemile Prairie Rd., 

6.5 miles west of Hwy 200.

 “Qal̓sa — Place of Camas,” 
with painting of camas grounds by Tony 

Sandoval, and photo of Galen Hawk.  
Location: Johnsrud Park state fishing access.

 “Road to the Buffalo.” 
BLM sign with some content provided by 
SQCC. Location: trailhead for Lewis & 

Clark Pass.
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SQCC culture & history signs, cont’d.

5 signs on Milltown State Park’s north side 
Since its establishment more than a decade again, Milltown State Park has consulted with the SQCC 
and welcomed our contributions to its interpretive signage. In 2018, five more SQCC signs were installed 
on the new north side of the park. We will be developing more signs in coming years. 

 “Pathways & Lands of the Séliš & Ql̓ispé 
People” (SQCC). Location: walk path along river. 

 “Ṇaáycčstm: Place of Bull Trout” (SQCC). 
Location: Milltown interpretive plaza/picnic shelter. 

I-90 bridge abutment with place-name Ṇaáycčstm and logo. 
Artwork by Alex Alviar. Joint project of SQCC, Milltown State Park, and Mr. Alviar. 
Location: walking path along river. 

Elders Maxine McDonald & Vi Trahan viewing sign, 
2021. Steve Arca & Tony Incashola in background. 

“Confluence of Stories,” 
by Milltown staff with SQCC input.  

Location: Milltown interpretive plaza/picnic shelter. 

“Transportation & Transformation” (SQCC).
Location: Milltown interpretive plaza/picnic shelter. 
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SQCC culture & history signs, cont’d.

6 signs produced in coordination with Montana Dept. of Transportation

“The Beaver’s Dam.” 
SQCC sign produced in coordination with the Montana Department of Transportation (MDT), notes how some 

sqʷlllum̓t (Creation Stories), including the story of Sqlew̓ Stqeps (Beaver’s Dam — Polson Hill), contain memories of 
the last ice age and help document tribal tenure in the region.  

Location: east side of US Highway 93, scenic overlook on Sqlew̓ Stqeps (Beaver’s Dam — Polson Hill).

“The Salish and Pend d’Oreille People 
and the Jocko Valley.” 

SQCC sign (2000, revised 2020), part of MDT’s Indian 
Signs Program.  Location: 2 miles SE of Nɫq̓álqʷ (Arlee), 

southwest (southbound) side of US Highway 93.

“The Bitterroot Valley, Homeland of the Séliš” and “Lewis and Clark in Salish Territory.” 
SQCC signs, 1998, part of MDT’s Indian Signs Program. 

Location: Tmsmɫí (Lolo), east side of US Highway 93, 1 mile south of junction with US Highway 12.

“ ‘Removal’ of Salish from Bitterroot Valley, 
1855-1891.” SQCC, 1998, part of MDT’s Indian Signs 
Program.  Location: Łq̓éłml̓š (Stevensville), east side of 

US Highway 93, 1/3 mile south of Stevensville wye.
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“Pend d’Oreille Hunting Grounds.” 
SQCC sign, 1999, MDT Indian Signs Program.  Location: 16.5 miles 

west of Ncc̓kʷí(kʷm) (Plains), north side of Highway 200.

Reservation Boundary signs

In 2021, the SQCC helped NRD Roads with the development of new signs 
marking the boundaries of the Flathead Reservation along US Highway 200 

between C̓̌ɫl̓q̓ʷew̓s (Paradise) and Sʔolqʷelšwétkʷ (Perma), and along Montana 
Highway 28 near Nɫqq̓ʔétkʷ Čɫq̓lí (Dog Lake. 

Reservation boundary sign near Nɫqq̓ʔétkʷ Čɫq̓lí (Dog 
Lake) along Montana Highway 28. 

Reservation boundary sign about 6.5 miles west of 
Sʔolqʷelšwétkʷ (Perma) along US Highway 200.  

SQCC culture & history signs, cont’d.
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SQCC culture & history signs, cont’d.

More signs in the Missoula area

Above: “Our Natural Landscape” and “Our Cultural Heritage,” 
Five Valleys Land Trust signs that include SQCC content (2018). 

Location: North Hills Trailhead kiosk, a few yards up the trail from parking 
area at north end of Orange Street, north side of I-90. 

Left: “Gathering at the Place of Little Bull Trout.” 
SQCC authored this first sign of Missoula Downtown 
Interpretive Trail, 2021.  
Location: outside new Missoula Public Library, corner of 
Main and Adams Streets. 

Below left: “Julia Grant Higgins and the Origins of the Place-name Missoula.” 
SQCC sign about Ql̓ispé woman who coined ‘Missoula’ based on old Salish placename Nmesulétk .̫ 
Partnership with Grant Creek Trails Association, which also installed the ethnogeographic sign 
Nɫʔay — Place of Small Bull Trout (see brochure page.62).
Location: along Grant Creek bicycle-pedestrian Trail. 

Below right: “The Sophie Moiese Room — C̓̌ɫxʷm̓xʷm̓šn̓á.” 
Main public hearing room in the Missoula County Courthouse, 

dedicated in honor of Sophie Moiese in 2018. A collaborative effort 
of Missoula County, SQCC, and CSKT Tribal Council.  

Location: Missoula County Courthouse.

Dedication of Sophie Moiese Room, 
2018. SQCC Director Tony Incashola 
and Missoula County Commissioner 
Dave Strohmaier listen to Pistol Creek 
Drum singing the Honor Song. 
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Sxʷúytis Smx̣e Nx̣lew̓s — Beartracks Bridge

Beartracks Bridge — banners
SQCC created Beartracks banners that are periodically installed on the bridge’s lamposts, with 
alternating images of Aliqsa Sxʷúytis Smx̣e (Alexander Grizzly Bear Tracks) and the tracks of a grizzly. 

On October 10, 2022 — Indigenous People’s Day — more 
than a thousand CSKT people and supporters gathered 
in downtown Missoula to dedicate Beartracks Bridge. 
It was the culmination of a two-year effort initiated by 
Missoula County Commissioner David Strohmaier. The 
SQCC Elders Cultural Advisory Council recommended 
the Beartracks name to the CSKT Tribal Council, 
honoring the Beartracks / Vanderburg family, the many 
other descendants of Sxʷúytis Smx̣e (Grizzly Bear 
Tracks), and the Séliš people as a whole. Tthe Montana 
Transportation Commission unanimously approved the 
name on April 22, 2021.

The SQCC produced a detailed historical booklet (see 
page 38), as well as banners for the bridge, content for 
MDT bridge signs, and a set of six interpretive signs (see 
page 60).

below:

Beartracks 
Bridge — 

MDT signs

SQCC worked with 
Missoula County 

Commissioner 
Strohmaier and 

Montana Dept. of 
Transportation to 

create bilingual MDT 
signs, one at each end 

of the bridge — the 
first Salish MDT signs 
outside the Flathead 

Reservation! 

SQCC culture & history signs, cont’d.

Above: Stephen Smallsalmon leads the procession 
across Sxʷúytis Smx̣e Nx̣lew̓s, Oct. 10, 2022.
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Sxʷúytis Smx̣e Nx̣lew̓s | Beartracks Bridge interpretive signs

SQCC culture & history signs, cont’d.

Nɫʔay | Place of Small Bull Trout 
(cultural importance & place-names of Missoula area)

As part of the dedication of Beartracks Bridge, SQCC created and installed a set of six 
interpretive signs at the bridge’s southwest corner. The signs include two updated versions 
of previous signs (“Nɫʔay | Place of Small Bull Trout” and “Séliš-Ql̓ispé Timeline since the 
last ice age”) with a new focus on the Missoula area. The other four signs tell the story of 
Sxʷúytis Smx̣e (Grizzly Bear Tracks), including the family’s role in the Salish resistance 
to being forced out of the Bitterroot Valley in what has become known as the Salish Trail 
of Tears. The sixth sign celebrates the resilience of the Salish Nation and the Beartracks 
family and their continuing presence in Missoula today. 

All signs available as posters on laminated poster paper, 36” x 24”, $25 each.

Séliš-Ql̓ispé Timeline since the last ice age
(showing limit of Glacier Lake Missoula on Mt. Sentinel)

Sxʷúytis Smx̣e | Grizzly Bear Tracks
(Salish leaders who bore this honored name)

Beartracks, Vanderburg, and Defense of Salish The Salish Trail of Tears and Beartracks Bridge CSKT & Missoula: Building Mutual Respect 
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History and Culture signs at Salish Point 

In 2015, the Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes and the City of Polson 
dedicated an interpretive trail along the shore of Čɫq̓étk͏w (Broad Surface 
of Water — Flathead Lake) at Nc̓̌mqnétk͏w (Where the Lakeshore Tapers at 
the Head of the River — Polson). The trail is part of a remarkable restoration 
effort of the CSKT Natural Resources Department (NRD) that transformed 
the lakeshore from an industrial waste area into a place where everyone can 
now enjoy the beauty and gifts of the lake.  

There are a total of 16 signs along the trail, 15 of which were created by the 
SQCC, working closely with CSKT NRD and graphic artist Joanna Yardley. 

Location: Salish Point Interpretive Trail, beginning 
at the north end of Kootenai Avenue in Polson. 

Posters are available for all of the signs. 
Other than sign 01, all posters are 36” x 24,” in 
either of two materials: high-resolution, durable 
vinyl, or glossy photo-quality paper: 

Due to recent changes in printing costs, please 
contact SQCC for latest pricing. 

Above: Salish Point 01: Welcome. 
Note: Size is 48’ wide by 24” high. Poster price TBD.

At right, top row: 
Salish Point 04: Healing the Shoreline, and 
 Salish Point 05: Flathead Lake Fisheries

At right, bottom row: 
Salish Point 06:  Fishing & Tribal Way of Life, and 

Salish Point 07: Steamboat History

SQCC culture & history signs, cont’d.
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SQCC Salish Point signs, continued

Salish Pt 08: Canoes & Tribal Ways of Life Salish Pt 09: Hellgate Treaty / Allotment Act Salish Point 10: Birds of Flathead Lake

Salish Point 11: History of Polson Bridge Salish Pt 12: 20th Century Transformation Salish Point 13: Special Occasions

Salish Point 14: CSKT NRD, for the 
Generations to Come

Salish Point 15: Outlet of Flathead Lake, a 
Place of Ancient & Continuing Importance

Salish Point 16: A Place of Power — 
Falls of the Lower Flathead River
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Klolí Snk̓ʷl̓sncútis — Gloria’s Kitchen
In 2018, SQCC dedicated the Longhouse kitchen to the memory of 
SQCC Office Manager Gloria Whitworth. Her family gathered to dedicate a 
banner and a sign honoring Klolí. Location: Usšnéɫxʷ (Longhouse), Snyel̓mn 
(St. Ignatius). 

SQCC culture & history signs, cont’d.

Historical and 
ethnogeographic signs 

at Np̓nétkʷ (Rock 
Creek). 

C̓ekʷsšn̓ and Sxʷlekʷs Bell, 
and their mom Echo Brown, 

view signs at Rock Creek 
soon after their installation 

by Five Valleys Land Trust in 
2020. Includes SQESI signs 

and a historical timeline with 
SQCC content. 

Location: Rock Creek Rd, 
NE side of bridge. 

SQCC content in a small sign 
installed at Spring Creek Park in 

Ronan, 2008. 

Plaque honoring Pete Beaverhead 
in Salish Kootenai College’s Pete 

Beaverhead building. 
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8. Skʷkstúlexʷ | Names Upon the Land 8. Skʷkstúlexʷ | Names Upon the Land 
	 Ethnogeography & Place-names	 Ethnogeography & Place-names

Tma y̓e l st̓úlix͏ʷ 

ɫu snč̓awmn 

ɫu k͏ʷ sqélix͏ʷ.

You Indian people,  

your place of prayer  

is this land. 

— Piel Qlaw̓qn  
(Pete Beaverhead)1

Agnes Vanderburg at Ɫq͏ʷq͏ʷeʔúlex͏ʷ
Little Corner of Land — Valley Creek, 1984. Photo by Eliza Wells Smith.

Es milk̓ʷ 

u ep sk͏ʷsk͏ʷstúlex͏ʷ.

There are place-names 

all over the land.

Šey̓ še ƛ̓e qs oósti 

ɫu sk͏ʷsk͏ʷstúlex͏ʷ.

That is what is already  

becoming lost, the names  

on the land.

— Eneas Pierre 2

Pat Pierre at Sqq͏ʷy̓ú 
Place of Blue-Mouthed Fish — Trout Creek, 2006. SQCC image.

Encampment for esy̓apqeyn̓i  (celebration) at Nɫq̓alq͏ʷ (Arlee), 1920s.  
Rollin H. McKay photo, courtesy Mansfield Library, the University of Montana.

Sk͏ʷsk͏ʷstúlex͏ʷ   |   NAMES UPON THE LAND
Ethnogeography of the Salish and Kalispel People 

INTRODUCTION FOR 
A PORTFOLIO OF MAPS AND SIGNS
by the Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee
© 2019, Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee, Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes. All rights reserved.

cover image - Esy̓apqen̓i (celebration) just north of Snyel̓mn (St. Ignatius), July 4, 1908. SQCC image.
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From the very beginning of the Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee 
in 1975, the elders have told us about our place-names and their 
great importance. The Séliš-Ql̓ispé Ethnogeography Project has 
become one of the most far-reaching Indigenous place-name 
projects in the world. So far, we have documented over 1500 
place-names across our territories. Beneath every single one 
of those place-names lies decades of work with tribal elders, 
archival research, field work, and meetings to review and correct 
our information.

The SQCC is dedicated not only to documenting these powerful 
words, but also to returning them to the land and to our daily 
lives. We are pursuing that goal through signs, posters, books, 
and web-based materials.

Npíqkʷ

Ččaɫlalqn

Čeɫšs Smx̣é

Tun̓áx̣n
PLAINS SALISH

Sčícwi
COEUR D’ALENE

Snxʷmeneʔ
SPOKANE

Nčtx̣sšn̓é

Snsuʔkʷl 

Sninp̓é

Ɫʔumné Sewɫkʷs

Mtmótlexʷ

Ɫq̓eɫml̓š

Nstetčcxʷétkʷ

Tmsmɫí

Čɫml̓šé

Epɫyu Ntx̣ʷétkʷs

Snt̓apqey

Skʷum̓cné

Čɫq̓étkʷ

Snyel̓mn

Nč̓m̓m̓cí

Sč̓ewileʔ

Sql̓séwɫkʷ

Nčɫʔumnétkʷ

Ṇaáycčstm SewɫkʷsṆmesulétkʷ

Olín Sewɫkʷs

Ep Smɫi

Snlaq̓i Čɫq̓lí

Ql̓ispé Sx̣ʷcuʔsí

Kʷalíʔ Sewɫkʷs

Čxʷmín SewɫkʷsEp Sɫxʷexʷeʔenčé

Epɫ Čil̓iyal̓sálqʷ Ntx̣ʷétkʷs

Sƛ̓x̣étkʷ

Séliš
SALISH OR ‘FLATHEAD’

Ql̓ispé
LOWER KALISPEL

Ql̓ispé
UPPER KALISPEL OR ‘PEND D’OREILLE’

Nɫʔaycčstm

Qlaw̓qn

Epɫ Msawyeʔ

Smteúseʔ  

Ntx̣ʷétkʷ

Epɫ X̣ʷx̣ʷy̓ú

Ncqʷel̓stétkʷ

Čxʷtxʷtpé

Nkʷtnétkʷ

Sntx̣ʷéyčn̓

© Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee, Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes, 2019. All rights reserved.

KEY

Salishan nations

Selected Salish
place-names

Blue shading indicates 
approximate territories 
and primary use-areas 
of four Salishan nations: 
Séliš, Ql̓ispé, Tun̓áx̣n, 
and Smteúseʔʔ

Flathead and Bitterroot 
Reservations as 
designated in 1855 
Hellgate Treaty

Modern Boundaries 

Continental Divide

Tmsmɫí

Séliš

NORTH

WEST OF CONTINENTAL DIVIDE

Sƛ̓x̣étkʷ
PLACE OF FAST-MOVING WATER
Spokane

Nč̓m̓m̓cí
RIVER DELTA ENTERING A LAKE
Lake Pend Oreille

Sql̓séwɫkʷ
KOOTENAI WATERS
Kootenai River

Nčɫʔumnétkʷ
BIGHORN SHEEP WATERS
Lower Clark Fork River

Ep Smɫí
HAS SALMON
Idaho side of Lolo Pass —  
Lochsa / Clearwater drainage 
system

Tmsmɫí
NO SALMON
Lolo area

Ɫq̓eɫml̓š
WIDE COTTONWOODS
Stevensville

Nstetčcx͏ʷétkʷ
WATERS OF THE  
RED-OSIER  DOGWOOD
Bitterroot River

Epɫ X̣͏ʷx̣͏ʷy̓ú 
HAS MOUNTAIN WHITEFISH
Whitefish Lake

Ntx̣͏ʷetkʷ
RIVER
North Fork Flathead River / 
main stem Flathead River / 
lower Flathead River

Ṇmesulétkʷ
SHIMMERING COLD WATERS
Middle Clark Fork River

Čɫq̓étkʷ
BROAD SURFACE OF WATER
Flathead Lake

Snyel̓mn
PLACE WHERE YOU SURROUND 
SOMETHING
St. Ignatius area

Nɫʔaycčstm      
PLACE OF SMALL BULL TROUT
Rattlesnake Creek-Clark Fork 
confluence / Missoula area

Snlaq̓i Čɫq̓lí
SWEATHOUSE LAKE
Swan Lake

Ṇaáycčstm Sewɫkʷs
BULL TROUT’S WATERS
Blackfoot River

Ncq͏ʷel̓stétkʷ
FLINT-STUCK-IN-THE-GROUND 
WATERS
Upper Clark Fork River

Snt̓apqey
PLACE WHERE SOMETHING IS 
SHOT IN THE HEAD
Butte area

Ql̓ispé Sx̣͏ʷcuʔsí
KALISPEL PASS
Marias Pass

Sč̓ewileʔ
GARTNER SNAKE
Chewelah, WA

EAST OF CONTINENTAL DIVIDE

Skʷum̓cné
PLACE OF POCKET GOPHERS
Big Hole Valley

Olín Sewɫkʷs
WATERS OF THE DIGESTIVE TRACT
Belly River

Sntx̣ʷéyčn̓
BACKBONE
Continental Divide

Qlaw̓qn
BEAVERHEAD
Beaverhead River

Čɫml̓šé
COTTONWOODS- 
ABOVE-THE-WATER
Helena area

Epɫyu Ntx̣͏ʷétkʷs
PAINT’S RIVER
Missouri River near Helena

Snsuʔkʷl
ICE-PILED-UP    
Sun River at Fort Shaw

Nčtx̣sšn̓é
PLACE WHERE WATER GOES OVER 
A ROCKY LEDGE
Great Falls

Epɫ Msawyeʔ
HAS EDIBLE VALERIAN ROOT
Madison River

Čx͏ʷtx͏ʷtpé
CONFLUENCE OF MORE  
THAN TWO WATERWAYS
Area around Three Forks, MT

Ep Sɫx͏ʷex͏ʷeʔenčé
IT HAS SMALL BLACK  
HAWTHORNS
Bozeman area 

Mtmótlex͏ʷ
LAND THAT APPEARS SMOKY 
Yellowstone Park area

Ččaɫlalqn
THREE SEPARATE PEAKS
Sweetgrass Hills

Čx͏ʷmín Sewɫkʷs
HIDE FLESHER’S WATERS
Yellowstone River

K͏ʷalíʔ Sewɫkʷs
YELLOW’S WATERS
Judith River

Nkʷtnétkʷ
BIG WATER
Missouri River

Čelšs Smx̣e
GIRZZLY BEAR’S HAND
Bear Paw Mountains

Npíqkʷ
WHITE WATER
Milk River

Epɫ Čil̓iyal̓sálq͏ʷ 
Ntx̣͏ʷétkʷs
RIVER OF EYES-WIDE-OPEN-WOOD
Musselshell River

Ɫʔumné Sewɫkʷs
BIGHORN SHEEP’S WATERS
Bighorn River

Snin̓p̓é
BEND IN THE RIVER
Area of Melstone, MT

St̓lt̓úlixʷs Séliš u Ql̓ispé  
Territories of the Salish, Kalispel & Related Nations

Selected Séliš-Ql̓ispé Place-Names  
and Translations St̓lt̓úlixʷs Séliš u Ql̓ispé — 

        Territories of the Salish, Kalispel, & Related Nations

A deeply documented map of tribal territories based on many years of research 
with elders and archival records. With names of Salishan nations and 41 
selected place-names across the territories.

Sign location(s): Usšneɫxʷ (Longhouse), Jacob’s Island (Missoula)

Poster: 46” x 32”  |  vinyl or vinyl  | please contact SQCC for current prices
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The Séliš-Ql̓ispé Ethnogeographic Signs Initiative (SQESI) is 
a series of map-centered signs that the SQCC is installing in locations 
across our territories, both inside and outside of the reservation. In most 
locations, we have one sign; in some locations, we have a set of two or 
three signs. Each sign (or set of signs) has at its center a map of that 
part of our territories, with Salish place-names, their translation into 
English, and the English place-name. And in each sign, or set of signs, 
we also convey, in words and images, the importance of that particular 
area to our people — both in the past and in the present-day. In this 
way, the signs are helping reestablish the Séliš-Ql̓ispé presence in these 
areas, informing readers of our continuing connection to the places and 
place-names of our homelands. The signs have been given a beautiful, 
integrated look by graphic artist Joanna Yardley of Missoula. 

Almost all of the signs have been developed in partnership with other 
organizations — both tribal and non-tribal, including: CSKT NRD, CSKT 
Division of Fire, CSKT Roads, Montana Department of Transportation, 
Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks, Federal Aviation Administration, 
US Department of the Interior, US Forest Service, Five Valleys Land 
Trust, the Grant Creek Trails Association, Avista Corporation, Missoula 
County, City of Missoula, City of Polson, and the Upper Swan Valley 
Historical Society. 

We have now completed SQESI signs covering 13 out of 25 planned 
geographic and subject areas, including a graphic timeline of Séliš-
Ql̓ispé tenure, and a map of the overall territories of the Séliš, Ql̓ispé, 
and related Salishan nations. 

As shown on the following 3 pages, all of these signs are now available 
as posters, on your choice of either paper or durable, high-resolution 
vinyl. Sizes are as listed with each poster. You can purchase either the 
full set or individual posters. 

Due to recent changes in printing costs, please contact SQCC for latest 
pricing.

The Séliš-Ql̓ispé Ethnogeography Signs Initiative (SQESI): signs & posters

Above: SQCC elders, staff, and language-culture camp participants visit the SQESI sign 
about Čɫq̓étk͏ʷ (Flathead Lake) and Nc̓̌mqnétkʷ (Polson area), June 2019. 

At right: elders and staff of the SQCC and the 
Kalispel Culture Program visit the SQESI interpretive 

signs at Epɫ Pqlqéyn (Noxon), 2016.   
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Snɫaʔpá
END OF THE LAKE OR VALLEY

Kalispell area

Čšn̓šá
ROCKY TOP
Somers (“Point of Rocks”) Nq̓eyɫk͏ʷm

PLACE OF SOUND  
OF FALLING WATER
Bigfork

Čɫx̣͏ʷlx̣͏ʷó
REFERRING TO HOLES OR CAVES
Area near north end of Flathead Lake

Snlaq̓i Sewɫk͏ʷs
SWEATHOUSE WATERS
Swan River

Snlaq̓i Čɫq̓lí
SWEATHOUSE LAKE
Swan Lake

Čɫq̓étk͏ʷ
BROAD SURFACE  
OF WATER
Flathead Lake

Q͏ʷɫq͏ʷɫí
REFERRING TO THE SHORE

Rollins area

Čt̓íšeʔm
SOMETHING SWEET ON TOP
Wild Horse Island

Iɫíx͏ʷ
SOMETHING WOVEN  
& TRANSLUCENT

Dayton

Sɫq͏ʷq͏ʷʔéʔ
LITTLE CORNER

Big Arm

Sčx̣͏ʷiyé
BIG POINT
Matterhorn Point

Sčc̓mépleʔ
PENINSULA
Finley Point

Sčɫó
BAY
Indian Bay

Ep Sč̓iɫt
HAS WHITE CLAY
Wymore Lake

Splq͏ʷa Čɫq̓lí  
TURTLE LAKE
Jette Lake

Sč̓ɫx̣͏ʷx̣͏ʷiyé
LITTLE POINT
Rocky Point

Snpc̓ánčtis X̣stéyy̓eʔ
PLACE WHERE SKUNK 
SPRAYED THE CLIFF
Chief Cliff

Sq͏ʷʔeʔ
CORNER

Elmo

Čk͏ʷlk͏ʷláqs
RED-BARKED  
TREES ON HILLTOP
Yellow Bay

Čɫq̓aqs
WIDE HILLTOP
Blue Bay 

Nccm̓ésšn̓
PLACE OF SMALL STONES
Gravel Bay

Snƛ̓lptí Sx̣͏ʷcuʔsí
STOPPING-PLACE PASS
Station Creek Pass

Čoɫen̓eʔ
[PERSONAL NAME  
REFERRING TO EAR]
Skidoo Bay

ʔuyúst Sx̣͏ʷcuʔsí
AUGUST FINLEY PASS
Skidoo-Woodward Pass

Nqpu Nšiy̓étk͏ʷs
NQPU’S CREEK
Hellroaring CreekČɫx̣͏ʷx̣͏ʷy̓é

PLACE OF WILD ROSES
Polson golf course area

Nč̓mqnétk͏ʷ
WHERE THE LAKESHORE TAPERS 

AT THE HEAD OF THE RIVER
Polson area

Sčɫʔolq͏ʷé
COMING TO THE SHORE
Southeast corner of  
Flathead Lake

Sqlew̓ Stqeps
BEAVER ’S DAM
Polson Hill

St̓ipmétk͏ʷ
FALLING WATER

Falls of the Flathead River
Ntx̣͏ʷétk͏ʷ
RIVER
Flathead River

Snpc̓átk͏ʷtis X̣stéyy̓eʔ
PLACE WHERE SKUNK 
SPRAYED THE WATER
Black Lake
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F or millennia, the Ql̓ispé 
— the Kalispel or Pend 
d’Oreille people — have 

known Flathead Lake as Čɫq̓étk͏͏ ,̫ 
meaning Wide Surface of Water. 
The lake has always been a central 
part of the vast Ql̓ispé homeland, 
which reaches from Montana to 
eastern Washington, encompassing 
the Flathead, Clark Fork, and Pend 
Oreille river basins. 

The Ql̓ispé were traditionally 
organized in bands based in 
various locations throughout 
this territory. The largest band of 
western Montana was called the Sɫq̓etk͏ʷmsčin̓t, 
meaning People of the Broad Water, in reference 
to Flathead Lake. The lake’s astonishing 
abundance of native fish provided reliable food 
for the people throughout the year. 

Today, the Ql̓ispé maintain a vital relationship 
with Flathead Lake, a continuing source of 
material and spiritual sustenance.

Nk͏ʷtnaqsm ɫu 
Sk͏ʷsk͏ʷstúlex͏ʷ  
The Importance  
of Place-Names

T he place-names on this sign offer a 
powerful way of understanding the 
relationship of the Ql̓ispé people with 

this remarkable landscape. Some names describe 
the physical features of the land or resources that 
were abundant there. Others refer back to the 
stories of Coyote and the creation of the world 
at the beginning of human time. All reflect the 
ancient and continuing meaning of this cultural 
landscape — and testify to the sustainable tribal 
presence here for many thousands of years. 

Sx͏ʷlek͏ʷs Bell, Pex͏ʷ Čq͏ʷl̓pé (Alyssa Pretty on 
Top), and Súmeš Čq͏ʷlpé (Dillon Pretty On Top).
SQCC image.

Čɫq̓étk͏ʷ | BROAD SURFACE OF THE WATER
Flathead Lake and the Ql̓ispé People

Tribal Encampment near Polson, 1919.
Courtesy Northwest Museum of Arts & Culture

Pex͏ʷ Čq͏ʷlpé (Shining 
Plume—Alyssa Pretty 
On Top) & C̓ek͏̓͏ʷsšn̓ 
(Light), 2015.  
SQCC image.

Unidentified Salish-Pend d’Oreille  
people fishing, c. 1900. 
SQCC image.

Agnes Pokerjim Paul & John Peter Paul at  
Nč̓mqnétk͏ʷ, 1999. SQCC image.

Sk͏ʷsk͏ʷstúlex͏ʷ 
NAMES UPON THE LAND
Selected Salish Place-Names in the 
Lower Flathead River Corridor

T he place-names on this map offer  
a powerful way of understanding  
the way of life of the Ql̓ispé (pro-

nounced Kah-lee-SPEH—the Upper Kalispel 
or Pend d’Oreille). These words, many of them 
handed down from the ancestors, reflect our 
relationship with this place. Other names refer 
back to the stories of Coyote and the creation 
of the world at the beginning of human time. 
All of them in some way reflect the ancient and continuing 
meaning of this cultural landscape — and testify to the 
sustainable tribal presence here for many thousands of years.

These place-names and translations come from oral 
histories recorded with tribal elders. Others may have 
different names or translations. All should be treated  
with respect.

Ntx̣͏ʷétk͏ʷ | THE RIVER
The Lower Flathead River and the Ql̓ispé People
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Čɫq̓étk͏ʷ
BROAD SURFACE OF THE WATER

Flathead Lake

Nč̓mqnétk͏ʷ
WHERE THE LAKESHORE TAPERS 
AT THE HEAD OF THE RIVER
Polson area; mouth of Flathead Lake

Sqlew̓ Stqeps
BEAVER’S DAM
Polson Hill

Ntx̣͏ʷétk͏ʷ
RIVER
Flathead River

St̓ipmétk͏ʷ 
FALLING WATER
Falls of the Flathead River 
(drowned by Kerr Dam)

Sk̓͏ʷɫp̓uƛ̓m
OPEN AREA BELOW A HILL
Flats on west side of river  
upstream from Buffalo Bridge

Nč̓iɫč̓ɫtm
PLACE OF WHITE CLAY

Horseshoe Bend
Čɫmq̓͏ʷmq̓͏ʷéw̓s
ROUND HILLS
Valley View Hills

Ntx̣͏ʷétk͏ʷ
RIVER
Flathead River

Čɫmq̓͏ʷé
ROUND HILL
Round Butte

Čox̣͏ʷepleʔ
FENCED OFF

Big Bend

Nm̓l̓a Sewɫk͏ʷs
RAVEN’S WATERS
Crow Creek

Ntišúlex͏ʷ
CRAWLING ON GROUND
Camp area on east side of 
river near Crow Creek

Čiɫx͏ʷičn̓
TREE-COVERED RIDGE
Ridge near Sloan’s Bridge

Ql̓yé Sewɫk͏ʷs
MOIST-PLACE WATERS

Little Bitterroot River

Snyeʔk̓͏ʷtín
RIVER CROSSING; FORD
Traditional place for fording 
Flathead River

Ql̓yé Mq̓͏ʷmoq̓͏ʷs
MOIST-PLACE MOUNTAINS
Salish Mountains

Ɫin̓in̓q͏ʷʔétk͏ʷ
LITTLE WATER EDDIES OR WHIRLPOOL

Fishing & camp place on  
west side of river

Čɫmq̓͏ʷew̓s
LONE HILL IN A VALLEY
Moiese Hills

San̓yá
PERSON’S NAME 
Sonyok Mountain

Nininq͏ʷʔétk͏ʷ 
WATER EDDIES OR WHIRLPOOL

Fishing & camp place on  
west side of river

Nq͏ʷɫné 
NAME IN SALISHAN DIALECT 
OF TUN̓ÁX̣N PEOPLE
Where T̓lpa used to live in the 
Moiese Valley

Snyel̓mn Nšiyétk͏ʷs
PLACE-WHERE-YOU- 
SURROUND-SOMETHING CREEK
Mission Creek

Atatéɫx͏ʷ 
PEREGRINE FALCON ROBE’S HOME
East side of river near mouth of  
Mission Creek

Snyeʔk̓͏ʷtín
RIVER CROSSING; FORD

Traditional ford of river near 
old Dixon Agency

Nɫox̣͏ʷenč
FENCED-IN PLACE
National Bison Range

Ep Sk͏ʷk̓͏ʷl̓áneʔ
HAS WESTERN PEARLSHELL MUSSELS
Seeloh Creek

Epɫ Čt̓et̓ʔú Sčilíp
CONFLUENCE OF THE WILD PLUMS

Confluence of Jocko and Flathead Rivers

Sčilí
CONFLUENCE (TRUNCATED FORM)

Dixon (town)

Ntm̓q͏ʷɫpétk͏ʷ
COLUMBIA HAWTHORN WATERS
Camas Creek

Ncwétk͏ʷ
ROOTS VISIBLY HANGING 

INTO THE STREAM
Sonyok Mountain

Nɫccw̓étk͏ʷ
ROOTS VISIBLY HANGING INTO 

THE SMALL STREAM
Magpie Creek

Snčx̣l̓mnwé
PLACE OF AMBUSH

Near mouth of Vanderburg Creek

Epɫ X̣ʷlx̣͏ʷollq͏̓͏ʷ
HAS SOMETHING THAT ROLLED DOWN
Flats on north side of river across from  
Vanderburg Creek

Nq͏ʷq̓͏ʷoƛ̓š
RACING DOWN THE GULCH
Racehorse Gulch

Sʔolq͏ʷelšwétk͏ʷ
WHERE YOU GO TO WATER’S  
EDGE AND HOLLER ACROSS

Perma area

Nk͏ʷlk͏ʷlálq͏ʷ
PLACE OF RED-
BARKED TREES

Seepay Creek

Esq͏ʷeʔ
CORNER

Place on Flathead River

Qluʔcnétk͏ʷ
BEAVERS BY THE WATER
North side of river near  
Little Money’s place

Čɫq͏ʷq͏ʷonx̣͏ʷʔéčst
SMALL CLIFF BY THE WATER

 • A fishing place on the 
north side of river

Čq͏ʷonx̣͏ʷʔéčst 
CLIFF BY THE WATER

Small rocky knob on the  
north shore of the riverSnyeʔk̓͏ʷtín

RIVER CROSSING; FORD
Traditional place for fording Flathead River

C̓̌ɫl̓q͏̓͏ʷew̓s
SMALL PRAIRIE  

BETWEEN HILLS 
Area of confluence of  

Flathead & Clark Fork Rivers

 Ql̓ispé people and canoes near Usk, Washington, c. 
1910. Edward S. Curtis photo, courtesy Library of Congress.

 Ntx̣͏ʷétk͏ʷ (Flathead River) looking downstream toward 
Sʔolq͏ʷelšwétk͏ʷ (Perma). SQCC image Chalwain family at home along Ntx̣͏ʷétk͏ʷ (Flathead River), 

c. 1913. Left to right: Caroline Antoine Chalwain, Francis 
Chalwain, Adele Chalwain (Durglo), Jerome Chalwain, Louie 
Chalwain, Masiyal Antoine. Courtesy Michael Louis Durglo, Sr.
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A Sacred Landscape

D uring wintertime, the elders tell how, in the beginning, Snč̓l̓é 
— Coyote — came through here. He destroyed the people-
eaters and transformed the world, preparing it for the human 

beings who were yet to come. He made this place abundant and good, 
and showed the right way to live. And he left behind landmarks to 
remind us of his deeds.

For thousands of years, tribal people lived here by the ways taught 
by Coyote. 

All along Ntx̣͏ʷétk͏ʷ — the Flathead River — our people have held 
a deeply spiritual relationship with the land and waters. Here we 
have fished and hunted; gathered bitterroot, camas, and other food and medicinal 
plants. Here we have been born, raised, and buried. 

The river is our “road to the west” — the travel corridor that links the various 
bands of the Ql̓ispé (pronounced Kah-lee-SPEH, our name for the Kalispel or Pend 
d’Oreille people as a whole), from Flathead Lake all the way downstream to eastern 
Washington. The river is so central to the identity of the Ql̓ispé that in sign language, 
the tribe is indicated by a gesture simulating the stroke of a canoe paddle. 

For the Ql̓ispé, Séliš (Salish), and Kootenai, the Flathead River holds the highest 
spiritual and material importance.

The old people have said we must honor the land and waters, the plants 
and animals, the fish and birds. We must keep them clean and abundant. 
We must always do our best to take care of the river and surrounding 
lands for the generations yet to come. 

The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes have carried this deep 
respect for the river into the present day: during the 1970s and 1980s, 
we turned down two proposals to build additional dams on the river; in 
1986, we launched the annual “River Honoring” environmental education 
event; in 1997, we secured an agreement requiring Kerr Dam to be 
operated in a less environmentally damaging way. And in 1993, the Tribal 
Council unanimously passed the Lower Flathead River management  
plan, with a guiding vision rooted in traditional values: 

“...the natural and cultural values of the Lower Flathead River 
Corridor shall be preserved for present and future generations 
of the Tribes.”

CSKT River Honoring, 2012. SQCC image. 

 Wife of Allicott, Flathead River, 1906.   
Sumner Matteson photo, courtesy Milwaukee Public Museum. 

 Elders Bud Barnaby, Mike Durglo, Sr., & Pat Pierre,  
with students at River Honoring environmental education event, 2007.  
Bernie Azure photo.

Séliš elder Nk͏ʷƛ̓lex͏ʷncú (Sam Resurrection) at 
St̓ipmétk͏ʷ (falls of the Flathead River), c. 1915.  
McKay photo, Allard collection, CSKT.

Ql̓ispé man fishing, lower Flathead River, c. 1900.  
Courtesy Salish Kootenai College Archives.

Sp̓eƛ̓m (bitterroot).  SQCC image.

Čɫq̓étkʷ  |  Flathead Lake. 33 place-names. 
Sign location(s): Nc̓̌mqnétkʷ (Polson / Salish Pt.) 

Poster: 36” x 24” 

Ntx̣ʷétkʷ | Lower Flathead River — 
map (42 place-names) and ethnohistory. 
Sign location(s): NW of bridge at 
Sʔolqʷelšwétkʷ (Perma). 
Posters (each): 36” x 24” 

Snyel̓mn Čɫčewm u Mq̓ʷmóq̓ʷ | 
Mission Valley & Mountains — ethnohistory, 

map, and key to map. 192 place-names. 
Sign location(s): 

Ravalli Hill overlook, CSKT Bison Range, 
Hwy 93 scenic turnout by Crow Creek; 

coming in 2022: 
Usšneɫxʷ (Longhouse), Salish Kootenai College.

Ethnohistory poster: 36” x 36” 
Map poster: — 36” x 54” 

Key to map poster — 36” x 36” 

SQESI signs & posters, cont’d.
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Ṇaaycčstm Sewɫk͏ʷ͏s
BULL TROUT’S WATERS
Clark Fork-Blackfoot Rivers

Ṇaaycčstm
PLACE OF BULL TROUT
Blackfoot -  
Clark Fork Confluence

Nɫʔaycčstm
PLACE OF SMALL BULL TROUT

Rattlesnake Creek-
Clark Fork confluence
and city of Missoula

Snɫp̓ú(pƛ̓m̓)
PLACE WHERE YOU COME OUT
Base of Evaro Hill 

Q͏ʷʔéɫ 
REFERRING TO WATER
Frenchtown area 

Nmesulétk͏ʷ
SHIMMERING COLD WATERS
Middle Clark Fork River

Nstetčcx͏ʷétk͏ʷ 
RED-OSIER DOGWOOD WATERS

Bitterroot River Ncq͏ʷel̓stétk͏ʷ 
FLINT-STUCK-IN-THE-GROUND WATERS

Upper Clark Fork River

Ep Sč̓iɫt
HAS WHITE CLAY
Marshall Creek

Sl̓oʔté
VALLEY WHERE TWO RAVINES MEET 
Pattee Canyon

Sx͏ʷtpqéyn
PLACE WHERE  

SOMETHING IS CUT OFF  
AND COMES TO A POINT

Missoula Valley Nmq̓͏ʷe 
HUMPED MOUNTAIN 

Mount Jumbo

Esmoq̓͏ʷ 
IT’S A MOUNTAIN 
Mount Sentinel

Eslq̓͏ʷolex͏ʷ
PRAIRIE

Bandmann Flat

Nɫʔay Sewɫk͏ʷ͏s
SMALL BULL TROUT’S WATERS
Rattlesnake Creek

Člmé
TREE-LIMB-STRIPPED-OFF
Council Grove

N̓ml̓šé
PLACE OF COTTONWOODS
GRASS VALLEY

Ništétk͏ʷ
WATER IN A DEEP VALLEY

Deep Creek

ʔamtqné
SOMETHING SITTING ON TOP

Site above Cyr Gulch

N̓eslétk͏ʷ
TWO WATERS
Lavalle & Butler Creeks

Snɫp̓ú Nšiy̓tétk͏ʷs
COMING-OUT-INTO-THE-OPEN’S CREEK
O’Keefe Creek 

Ep Stm̓tú
HAS CURRANTS
Mill Creek

Q̓͏ʷlotqné 
SOMETHING SEPARATE 
STICKING UP ON TOP 
Two rocks on ridgetop 
across from Lolo

Tmsmɫí
NO SALMON 
Lolo area

Esnx̣ax̣ascí
GOOD-SINGING PLACE 
AREA ALONG BITTER-
ROOT RIVER

Epɫčiliy̓al̓alq͏ʷ 
HAS VIRGIN’S BOWER
Miller Creek

Snčleʔx͏ʷq͏ʷi
PLACE WHERE THE EGGS HATCH 
Around Mouth of Miller Creek

Nccq̓eɫpé
SMALL AREA OF DOUGLAS FIRS

Blue Mountain

Nccq̓eɫpétk͏ʷ
SMALL-AREA-OF-DOUGLAS-OF-FIRS WATERS

Deadman Gulch

Nɫqqʔá
STEEP TRAIL

Between Lolo & Missoula

Naptnišá
Trail to the Nez Perce
Lolo Trail

Smlk̓͏ʷsšná
NAME OF A SÉLIŠ WOMAN
McCauley Butte

Sx͏ʷplstwé
PLACE OF THE KILLERS
Fort Missoula

Nɫɫq̓esuʔl̓m
LITTLE WIDE CREEK YOU 
CAN CROSS
Grant Creek

F or millennia, the Missoula Valley has been a place of great importance 
to our people, the Séliš (SEH-leesh, also known as ‘Salish’ or ‘Flathead’) 
and Ql̓ispé (Kah-lee-SPEH, also known as ‘Kalispel’ or ‘Pend d’Oreille’).

This is a vital part of our aboriginal territories, a landscape filled with 
cultural meaning, reflected in the selected place-names on this sign. Some 
names come from our  creation stories. Others refer to our traditional way 
of life and the  resources, such as bull trout, that were particularly abundant 
here. The confluence of Rattlesnake Creek and the Clark Fork River is known 
as Nɫʔaycčstm, meaning Place of Small Bull Trout. The shortened form of 
this name, Nɫʔay, is used by Salish speakers to refer to the city of Missoula.

The west side of the valley, including the prairies around Fort Missoula,  
was the greatest bitterroot digging ground in 
all of our vast aboriginal territories. Until the 
1960s, when development made it impossible to 
continue, our people gathered here every spring 
to offer prayers of thanks for this staple food and 
dig for several weeks. 

In 1855, just a few miles west of this sign, our 
tribal nations met with U.S. officials to negotiate 
the Hellgate Treaty. The treaty established the 
sovereign Flathead Reservation, and guaranteed 
our continued use of tribal homelands for 
traditional purposes. 

Today, Séliš and Ql̓ispé people maintain a vital 
connection to the Missoula area. We are active 
members of the community, engaging in this 
transformed world even as we maintain and 
revitalize our connection to the ancestors.

Čɫxwm̓xwm̓šn̓á (Sophie Moiese) digging bitterroot 
near Ft. Missoula, 1945.  Univ. of Montana, 91-6083. 

Bigcrane family at annual bitterroot dig, 2009. Courtesy SQCC. 

Séliš-Ql̓ispé elders at Člmé (Council Grove), 2003. SQCC image.
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Nɫʔay | PLACE OF SMALL BULL TROUT
The Missoula Area and the Séliš & Ql̓ispé People

Čk͏ʷlk͏ʷlqéyn 
RED-TOPPED 
MOUNTAINS

Bitterroot Range

Tmsmɫí Sx̣͏ʷcuʔsí
NO-SALMON PASS
Lolo Pass

C̓ek̓͏ʷúlex͏ʷ ʔítx̣͏ʷeʔ
FLOWERING CAMAS LAND
Packers Meadows

Tmsmɫí
NO SALMON

Lolo area

Nstetčcx͏ʷétk͏ʷ
RED-OSIER DOGWOOD WATERS 

Bitterroot River

Ncq͏ʷel̓stétk͏ʷ
FLINT-STUCK-IN-THE-GROUND WATERS 

Upper Clark Fork RiverSntntnmsqá
PLACE WHERE YOU REIN YOUR HORSE BACK

Between Lolo & Florence
Snininp̓é
WATER GOING AROUND CURVES
Eightmile Creek

Čp̓úƛ̓us
GREASY BELLY

Florence Nml̓ml̓té
PLACE OF QUAKING 
ASPENS
Threemile Creek

Ɫq̓éɫml̓š
WIDE COTTONWOODS

Stevensville area

X̣cx̣clex͏ʷé
CLEAR LAND WITH SCATTERED PINES

Victor area

Npó
PLACE OF WILLOW

Woodside

Čƛ̓mƛ̓mqey 
SHARP-TOPPED SUMMITS
Chaffin Buttes

Čɫc̓lc̓lé
TREES ON WATER
Hamilton area

Snq͏ʷeym̓ncú
DANCING PLACE
Place on east side of river 
south of Hamilton

Ɫm̓q̓͏ʷcné
LITTLE HILL BY THE WATER

Charlos Heights area

Snk̓͏ʷɫx͏ʷex͏ʷem̓í
PLACE WHERE THEY WOULD LIFT SOMETHING
Darby area

Ṇɫpapʔá
PLACE OF WILDRYE
Rye Creek

Snɫeɫeptí
EDGE OF OPEN FLATS

Conner area

Epɫ ṃsawyeʔ
HAS EDIBLE VALERIAN ROOT

Place along  
West Fork Bitterroot

Čq̓ʔé
WHERE THE RAM’S  HEAD GOT STUCK
Medicine Tree

K͏ʷtíɫ P̓upƛ̓m̓
BIG OPEN
Ross’s Hole

Sɫeʔí
COMING TO THE BASE OF THE RIDGE
Fales Flats

Č̓ɫc̓ó
SHALE ON TOP
Castle Rock

Xʷlk͏ʷilnč
RED SIDEHILL
Mountainside NE of 
Nez Perce Pass

Epɫ lití 
HAS MOUNTAIN TEA
Place north of Nez Perce Pass

Sk͏ʷum̓cné Sewɫk͏ʷs
WATERS OF THE POCKET GOPHER
Big Hole River 

Ništétk͏ʷ
WATERS IN A DEEP CANYON
Deep Creek

Snʔam̓šá 
TRAIL FOR MOVING CAMP
Southern Nez Perce Trail

Ep Sx̣͏ʷeʔlí
HAS CAMAS

Lake Como area

Snetetšé
PLACE OF THE SLEEPING BABY
Sleeping Child Hot Springs

Sq̓x̣q̓x̣ó Sx̣͏ʷcuʔsí
MANY TRAILS PASS
Skalkaho Pass

Snpox͏ʷpnéɫp 
PLACE OF WILLOWS
Willow Creek

Nc̓q̓néɫpétk͏ʷ 
WESTERN BIRCH WATERS
Birch Creek

Ɫl̓q̓͏ʷó
LITTLE PRAIRIE
Area of Magruder 
Ranger station

Ep Smɫí
HAS SALMON
Lochsa-Clearwater drainage

Np̓nétk͏ʷ
LOGS IN THE WATER

Rock Creek

Sq̓x̣q̓x̣ó Nšiy̓étk͏ʷs
MANY TRAILS’ CREEK
Skalkaho Creek

Čšʔí 
RIDGE

Ridge north of  
Nez Perce Pass

Čɫmoósšn̓ 
WATER FLOWING OVER ROCK
Place along Deep Creek

  Séliš people at Čq̓ʔé (Medicine Tree), 1923. 
 Left to right: Adele Vanderburg, Harriet Adams (Whitworth),  
 Mary Kaltomee (Sackwoman),  Ateline Joscum, Angelique Finley,  
 Chief Martin Charlo, Eneas Michel, Victor Vanderburg,  
 Rose Marengo. Reclining: Louie Pellew.  
 Courtesy Ravalli County Museum and Historical Society.

Séliš people at Čq̓ʔé (Medicine Tree), 2015. SQCC image.

Mary Louise Barnaby and baby, 1910.
Edward S. Curtis photograph, courtesy Library of Congress.
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The Bitterroot Valley is a cherished 
part of the homelands of our 
indigenous nations, the Séliš 

(pronounced SEH-leesh—the Salish or 
“Flathead”) and Ql̓ispé (pronounced Kah-
lee-SPEH—the Kalispel or Pend d’Oreille).

The selected place-names on this sign 
reflect the depth of our relationship with 
the Bitterroot over our thousands of 
years of occupancy. Some place-names 
refer to our creation stories, when Coyote 
prepared the land for us. Others convey 
the abundance of the plants and animals 
we depended upon. These place-names offer a way of understanding the cultural 
knowledge and understanding that we drew upon in hunting, fishing, and gathering 
across vast territories that spanned both sides of the Continental Divide.  

In the century preceding Lewis and Clark’s arrival, the tribal world experienced 
major upheaval due to the introduction of non-native diseases, horses, and 
firearms. The Blackfeet pushed south and west.  In response, western tribes 
coalesced into fewer bands. The Séliš formed one main winter camp based at 
Ɫq̓eɫml̓š (Wide Cottonwoods—Stevensville). We continued to use our easterly 
aboriginal territories for buffalo hunts and other cultural purposes.

Following the vision of the Séliš prophet X̣allqs (Shining Shirt) and the later 
arrival of Catholic Iroquois, we sent four delegations to St. Louis in search 
of Blackrobes (Jesuit missionaries). They came here in 1841 and founded St. 
Mary’s Mission at Ɫq̓eɫml̓š.

In 1855, Washington Territorial Gov. Isaac Stevens convened treaty negotiations 
near the mouth of the Bitterroot River.  X͏ʷeɫx̣ƛ̓cín (Many Horses—Chief 
Victor) refused Gov. Stevens’ demand that the Séliš give up the Bitterroot. Chief 
Victor’s resistance was carried on by his son and successor, Sɫm̓x̣e Q͏̓͏ʷox̣qeys 
(Claw of the Small Grizzly Bear—Chief Charlo). In October 1891, however, the 
government forced the Séliš to move to the Flathead Reservation on Montana’s 

“Trail of Tears.”  

Today, Séliš and Ql̓ispé people, 
as members of the Confederated 
Salish and Kootenai Tribes, 
maintain a vital relationship 
with the Bitterroot Valley — a 
place of ancient and continuing 
cultural importance.

“Return to the Homeland” journey, October 2016, commemorating the  
125th anniversary of the removal of the Séliš people to the Flathead Reservation. SPCC image.

Salish in Stevensville immediately prior to forced removal, October 1891
Thomas C. Donaldson photograph, courtesy University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology..

Sɫm̓x̣e Q͏̓͏ʷox̣qeys (Claw of the Small 
Grizzly Bear—Chief Charlo), 1884.

 Courtesy National Anthropological Archives,  

Smithsonian Institution.

 Detail from 1872 DeLacey map of Montana 
Territory showing the Bitterroot Salish 

Reservation and Flathead Reservation, both 
established in the 1855 Hellgate Treaty. For 

unknown reasons, this map puts the Bitterroot 
Reservation’s southern boundary just south 

of Corvallis. Article 11 of the Hellgate Treaty, 
however, designates the entire valley “above 

the Loo-lo Fork” as a reservation for the Salish.
Courtesy David Rumsey Map Collection, Cartography Associates.

X͏ʷeɫx̣ƛ̓cín (Many Horses—Chief Victor), 
1864. Courtesy Ravalli County Museum & Historical Society. 

Salish parading through Stevensville, 1911.
Courtesy Ravalli County Museum and Historical Society.

Nstetčcx͏ʷétk͏ʷ | WATERS OF THE RED-OSIER DOGWOOD
The Séliš and Ql̓ispé People and the Bitterroot Valley

Nɫʔay | 
Missoula Valley
34 place-names.  

Sign location(s): Fort 
Missoula Regional 

Park, Missoula 
County Courthouse, 

Jacob’s Island, 
Beartracks Bridge, 

Grant Creek bicycle-
pedestrian trail. 

Poster: 36” x 24” 

Nstetčcxʷétkʷ | Bitterroot River / Valley — map (40 place-names) & ethnohistory
Sign location(s): St. Mary’s Mission, Łq̓éłml̓š (Stevensville), Travelers’ Rest State Park, 

Tmsmɫí (Lolo).  Posters (each): 24” x 36” 

Nml̓ml̓té
PLACE OF QUAKING ASPEN
Three Mile Creek

Sntntnmsqá
PLACE WHERE  

YOU REIN YOUR HORSE BACK
Ovando - Monture Creek area 

Ṇaaycčstm Sewɫk͏ʷs
PLACE-OF-BULL-TROUT’S WATERS
Blackfoot-Clark Fork River 

Snpƛ̓mqné
PLACE WHERE A RIDGE ENDS AT A FLAT
Ninemile Prairie 

Qal̓sá / Epɫ ítx̣͏ʷeʔ
HAS CAMAS

Camas Prairie 

Ṇaaycčstm
PLACE OF BULL TROUT
Blackfoot-Clark Fork confluence 

Spk͏ʷpk̓͏ʷɫm̓ú
PLACE WHERE THEY DIP WATER
Flint Creek - Clark Fork Confluence

Sl̓oʔté
VALLEY WHERE TWO 

RAVINES MEET 
Pattee Canyon

Tmsmɫí
NO SALMON 
Lolo area

Np̓nétk͏ʷ
LOGS IN THE WATER 
Rock Creek

Nstečcx͏ʷétk͏ʷ
WATERS OF THE RED 
OSIER DOGWOOD 
Bitterroot River

Sninin̓p̓é
MEANDERING WATERS 
Eightmile Creek

Ɫq̓eɫml̓š
WIDE COTTONWOODS

Stevensville area

Snpox͏ʷpneɫp
PLACE OF WILLOWS
Willow Creek

Sq̓x̣q̓x̣ó Sx̣͏ʷcuʔsí
MANY TRAILS PASS

Skalkaho Pass

Nuɫuɫwétk͏ʷ
WATER GOING IN AND OUT OF THE GROUND

Flint Creek

Cq͏ʷél̓
FLINT STUCK IN THE GROUND
Flint Creek area

Ncq͏ʷel̓stétk͏ʷ
FLINT-STUCK-IN-THE-GROUND WATERS
Upper Clark Fork River

X̣͏ʷl̓x͏ʷisténč
WALKING ON A SIDEHILL
Bearmouth area

Čst̓qey
SOMETHING PILED ON TOP
Medicine Tree Hill

Sesik͏ʷeʔ
WHISTLING
Beavertail Hill

Nc̓q̓neɫpétk͏ʷ
WESTERN BIRCH WATERS
Birch Creek

Snetetšé
PLACE OF THE SLEEPING BABY
Sleeping Child Hot Springs

Moʔmʔó
SMOKE COMING OUT
Anaconda-Fairmont  area

Snt̓apqey
PLACE WHERE SOMETHING 

IS SHOT IN THE HEAD
 Silver Bow Creek /  

Butte area  

Eslq̓͏ʷólex͏ʷ
OPEN LAND

Opportunity area 

Naayayk͏ʷ / Sk͏ʷtíɫ Ciɫnqs / 
C̓ulix͏ʷeɫx͏ʷ  
PLACE OF HOT WATER / BIG LICK /  
WHITE-TAILED DEER’S HOUSE
Warm Springs Mound      

Sncwélmn
PLACE WHERE YOU GET CACHED FOOD

Deer Lodge area 

Snx̣͏ʷq̓͏ʷpuʔsaqs
PLACE WHERE THE 
TRAIL DIVIDES
Garrison Junction 

Npaálq͏ʷ
PLACE OF 
BURNED TREES
Avon area Čɫml̓šé Sx̣͏ʷcuʔsí

COTTONWOOD-
ABOVE-WATER PASS
Helena area Passes 

Ep Snme Sšen̓š
HAS PIPESTONE
Boulder River

Ep S͏x͏ʷyéneʔ
HAS PRICKLY  
PEAR CACTUS
Prickly Pear Valley

Npaálq͏ʷ
PLACE OF BURNED TREES
Avon area

Ep Snme Sšen̓š
HAS PIPESTONE
Boulder River

Snčɫq̓eyq̓ey̓mntn
CAMPING PLACE
East side of Helena Pass

Čɫml̓šé
COTTONWOOD  
ABOVE WATER
Helena area

Nɫʔaycčstm
PLACE OF SMALL BULL TROUT

Rattlesnake- 
Clark Fork confluence 
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   MAP KEY
Np̓nétk͏ʷ

LOGS IN THE WATER 
Rock Creek

Ɫq̓eɫml̓š
WIDE COTTONWOODS

Stevensville area

Salish place-name
TRANSLATION OF PLACE-NAME 
English name

HEADQUARTERS OF 
SOME OF THE MAJOR 
SALISHAN BANDS

T he Clark Fork River flows through an area 
of ancient and continuing importance to 
the Séliš (Salish) and Ql̓ispé (Kalispel or 

Pend d’Oreille) people. The valley of Flint Creek,  
a major tributary of the Clark Fork, is called 
Cq͏ʷel̓,  meaning “Flint Stuck in the Ground.” 
Tribal people used this flint or chert for making  
many tools, including arrowheads, knives, and 
scrapers. The stone was so valuable that the upper 
Clark Fork River was called Ncq͏ʷel̓stétk͏ʷ—“Flint-
Stuck-in-the-Ground Waters.”

From this drainage system, the aboriginal 
territories of the Séliš and Ql̓ispé reach to the 
four directions, on both sides of the Continental 
Divide. Across their vast homelands, the tribes 
lived sustainably for millennia. Beginning in the 
1700s, native populations were decimated by 
smallpox and other non-native diseases, as well  
as intensified intertribal conflict. Prior to that, 
large populations of Salishan peoples were 
organized in many large bands, based in dozens 
of places such as Čɫml̓še (the Helena area), 
Snt̓apqey (the Butte area), Ɫq̓eɫml̓š (Stevensville), 
Qal̓sa or Epɫ ítx̣͏ʷeʔ (the Potomac Valley),  
and Nč̓mqné́ (Polson).

In the horse era, the Séliš and Ql̓ispé continued 
to travel east to our old territories to hunt buffalo 
and defend against enemy intrusions. Major trails 
followed the Clark Fork.  At Snx̣͏ʷq̓͏ʷpuʔsáqs  
(Trail Divides—Garrison Junction), routes 
continued in two directions: east toward 
the Missouri and Musselshell valleys, or 
south to the Big Hole country and on 
toward Three Forks and the Yellowstone.

The 1855 Hellgate Treaty guaranteed 
the tribes’ right to continue practicing 
traditional ways on ceded lands. Today, 
members of the Confederated Salish and 
Kootenai Tribes maintain a deeply held 
connection to these places and trails of 
the ancestors.

Séliš elder Čk͏ʷutú (Mary Kiser) 
using a cx͏ʷmin (hide-scraper)  
with a flint edge, c. 1940.  
Allard collection, CSKT.

At Spk͏ʷpk̓͏ʷɫm̓ú (Drummond area), 2015. 
Standing: Chaney Bell, Gary Stiner, Kyle Felsman, Francis Brown, Steve Arca, Tony Incashola, 
Sadie Peone, Val Roberts. Seated: Pat Pierre, Shirley Trahan, Dolly Linsebigler, Louie Adams 
SPCC image.

Séliš arrow and arrowhead, made 
from chert, a type of flint common 

in the Flint Creek area. Provided 
by elders on the Flathead 

Reservation in 1934. Courtesy 
American Museum of Natural History, 

Claude Schaeffer collection. 

Séliš party along Marshall Creek, 
near Flint Creek, 1892. 

Séliš warriors with bows  
and arrows, c. 1895.
Allard collection, CSKT..

Ncq͏ʷel̓stétk͏ʷ | FLINT-STUCK-IN-THE-GROUND WATERS 

The Upper Clark Fork River and the Séliš & Ql̓ispé People

Ncqwel̓stétkʷ  |  Upper Clark Fork River
36 place-names. Sign location(s): FVLT 

Drummond trailhead, i-90 Bearmouth rest 
areas, Rock Creek, Grant Kohrs National 

Historic Site.   Poster: 36” x 24” 

PLACE OF BIG BULL TROUT
Blackfoot-Clark Fork confluence

WIDE COTTONWOODS
Stevensville area

REFERRING TO WATER
Frenchtown area

PLACE WHERE YOU COME OUT
Bottom of Evaro Hill

HUMPED MOUNTAIN
Mount Jumbo

NO SALMON
Lolo area

PLACE OF LARGE-DIAMETER TREES
Arlee area

LITTLE OPEN VALLEY BEHIND HILLS
Evaro area

LOGS IN THE WATER
Rock Creek

or 
HAS CAMAS
Potomac area

NAME OF WARRIOR
Clearwater Junction area

TRAIL TO THE NEZ PERCE
Lolo Trail

PLACE OF LARCH SAP
Petty Creek

PLACE OF QUAKING ASPEN
Three Mile Creek

HAS GROUNDHOGS
Woodchuck Creek

CLEAR LAND WITH 
SCATTERED TREES

Victor area

SCATTERED TREES ON OPEN GROUND
OR TREES STANDING IN WATER
Hamilton area

RED-TOPPED PEAKS
Bitterroot Mountains

HAS OSPREY
Seeley Lake

EDGE BETWEEN FOREST 
& OPEN AREA 

Ninemile Prairie

PLACE OF DOUGLAS FIR
Miller Creek

TWO VALLEYS 
COMING TOGETHER

Pattee Canyon

LAND EXPOSED BY 
RECEDING WATER 

Placid Lake

PERSON’S NAME
North End of Salmon Lake

TREE LIMB CUT OFF
Council Grove area

STANDING ON THE EDGE
above Cyr Gulch

WATERS OF THE 
RED OSIER DOGWOOD
Bitterroot River

PLACE OF WILLOWS
Willow Creek

LITTLE WIDE CREEK
YOU CAN CROSS

O’Brien Creek

MANY TRAILS
Skalkaho Trail and Pass

GREY-TOPPED PEAK
Cha-pa-a-qn

PLACE OF SMALL BULL TROUT
Rattlesnake - Clark Fork confluence

Ṇaáycčstm  |  PLACE OF BULL TROUT
The Blackfoot-Clark Fork confluence and the Séliš & Ql̓ispé People

For thousands of years, the 
Clark Fork River watershed 
has been part of the vast 

aboriginal territories of the Salish 
and Pend d’Oreille people, whose 
sustainable way of life, based on 
respect for the natural world, helped 
ensure an abundance of resources 
for future generations. They lived 
comfortably as hunters, fishers, and 
gatherers, moving with the seasons, 
drawing from a profound knowledge 
of the plants and animals.

Agnes Pokerjim Paul (center) and 
other Salish-Pend d’Oreille elders  
Salish Pend D’Oreille Cultural Committee  

A Salish encampment along the Clark Fork River 
downstream from Milltown, circa 1890. 
University of Montana archives

Native to western Montana, the bull trout plays a central  
role in the story of the Blackfoot and Clark Fork Rivers.

The Hellgate Treaty

In the 1855 Hellgate Treaty, tribal 
leaders ceded ownership of parts of 

their aboriginal territories to the United 
States. The chiefs reserved from cession–as 
sovereign tribal territory–the Flathead and 
Bitterroot reservations.They also reserved, 
on the ceded lands, the perpetual right to 
hunt, fish, gather plants, and pasture their 
animals. Today, elders continue to pass down 
to younger generations the vital importance 
of places like the Place of Big Bull Trout.

Place of Big Bull Trout

T ribal place-names reflect the ancient and continuing 
meaning of this cultural landscape. Below you, 

the confluence of the Blackfoot and Clark Fork Rivers 
is known in Salish as Naycčstm (In-áye-ts-ch-stm), 
meaning Place of Big Bull Trout, a fish whose crucial role 
in tribal subsistence—and whose former abundance in 
the Clark Fork drainage—is reflected in numerous Salish 
names. Upstream, on the Clark Fork’s headwaters, Silver 
Bow Creek and the Butte area is known as Snt’apqéy  
(Sin-tap-káy), meaning Place Where Something 
Is Shot in the Head, in reference to the 
way Salish people used bows 
and arrows to harvest bull 
trout there.

© Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee, Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes, 2019. All rights reserved.
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Ṇaáycčstm | Blackfoot-Clark Fork 
confluence. 32 place-names. 

Sign location(s): Milltown State Park (bluff)
Poster: 36” x 24” 

Nml̓ml̓té
PLACE OF  
QUAKING ASPEN
Three Mile Creek

Sntntnmsqá
PLACE WHERE YOU REIN YOUR HORSE BACK
Ovando - Monture Creek area 

Čc̓npá
(PERSONAL NAME)
Blanchard Creek / 

Clearwater Junction

Čɫq̓ll̓é
REFERRING TO WATER

Placid Lake

Epɫ C̓ix͏ʷc̓x͏ʷt 
HAS OSPREYS
Seeley Lake

Soʔlí 
(PERSONAL NAME)
Head of Salmon Lake

Ṇaaycčstm Sewɫk͏ʷs
BULL TROUT’S WATERS
Blackfoot-Clark Fork River Snpƛ̓mqné

PLACE WHERE A RIDGE ENDS AT A FLAT
Ninemile Prairie 

Qal̓sá / Epɫ ítx̣͏ʷeʔ
HAS CAMAS
Camas Prairie 

Ṇaaycčstm
PLACE OF BULL TROUT
Blackfoot-Clark Fork confluence 

Nɫʔay(cčstm)
PLACE OF SMALL 

BULL TROUT
Rattlesnake- 

Clark Fork 
confluence 

Np̓nétk͏ʷ
LOGS IN THE WATER

Rock Creek

Sl̓oʔté
VALLEY WHERE TWO RAVINES MEET 
Pattee Canyon

Člmé
TREE LIMB CUT OFF 

Council Grove

Tmsmɫí
NO SALMON 
Lolo area

Naptnišá
TRAIL TO THE 

NEZ PERCE 
Lolo Trail

Čk͏ʷlk͏ʷlqéyn
RED-TOPPED PEAKS 
Bitterroot Mountains

Epɫ čiliy̓al̓alq͏ʷ Nšiyétk͏ʷs
IT-HAS-VIRGIN’S BOWER’S WATERS 
Miller Creek

Nstečcx͏ʷétk͏ʷ
WATERS OF THE  

RED-OSIER DOGWOOD 
Bitterroot River

Snininp̓é
MEANDERING WATERS 
Eightmile Creek

Nccq̓ɫpé
SMALL AREA OF 

DOUGLAS FIR TREES 
Blue Mountain

Ɫq̓eɫml̓š
WIDE COTTONWOODS
Stevensville area

Snpox͏ʷpneɫp
PLACE OF WILLOWS
Willow Creek

X̣cx̣clex͏ʷe
CLEAR LAND WITH 
SCATTERED TREES

Victor area

Čɫc̓lc̓lé
TREES STANDING IN WATER
Hamilton area

Snk̓͏ʷɫx͏ʷex͏ʷem̓i
PLACE WHERE THEY WOULD LIFT SOMETHING
Darby area

Sq̓x̣q̓x̣ó Sx̣͏ʷcuʔsí
MANY TRAILS PASS
Skalkaho Pass

Nuɫuɫwétk͏ʷ
WATER GOING IN AND 
OUT OF THE GROUND

Flint Creek

Cq͏ʷél̓
FLINT STUCK IN THE GROUND

Flint Creek area

Ncq͏ʷel̓stétk͏ʷ
FLINT-STUCK-IN-THE-

GROUND WATERS
Upper Clark Fork River

Spk͏ʷpk̓͏ʷɫm̓ú
PLACE WHERE THEY DIP WATER
Flint Creek - Clark Fork Confluence

X̣͏ʷl̓x͏ʷisténč
WALKING ON A SIDEHILL
Bearmouth area

Čst̓qey
SOMETHING PILED ON TOP
Medicine Tree Hill

Sesik͏ʷeʔ
WHISTLING
Beavertail Hill

Nc̓q̓neɫpétk͏ʷ
WESTERN BIRCH WATERS
Birch Creek

Snetetšé
PLACE OF THE 

SLEEPING BABY
Sleeping Child  

Hot Springs

Nmesulétk͏ʷ
SHIMMERING COLD WATERS
Middle Clark Fork River 

design = www.my-design.net

© Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee,  

Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes,  

2019. All rights reserved.

L ong before Rock Creek was known to the 
world as a blue-ribbon trout fishery, it was 
a place of great importance to the Séliš 

(Salish) and Ql̓ispé (Kalispel or Pend d’Oreille) 
people. For millennia, we have known this stream by 
the name Np̓nétk͏ʷ, meaning ‘Logs in the Water’ — 
an area cherished for its abundant fisheries, hunting 
grounds, and other foods and cultural resources.

Trails in every direction connected Np̓nétk͏ʷ to 
the rest of our vast tribal homelands: west over 
the Sapphire Mountains to the Bitterroot 
Valley; south and east to the Flint Creek 
Valley; north toward the Blackfoot 
Valley and the great camas grounds near 
Potomac; west down the lower Clark Fork 
and Pend Oreille Rivers; and east, up the 
Clark Fork and over the mountains to the 
extensive tribal territories that lie east of 
the Continental Divide.

In the Hellgate Treaty of 1855, the Salish, 
upper Kalispel, and Kootenai reserved 
the right to continue fishing, hunting, 
gathering plants, and pasturing our animals 
on the lands we ceded to the United States, 
including here in the Rock Creek area. To 
this day, Np̓nétk͏ʷ remains a place of the 
highest importance to tribal members, as 
we carry forward the ancestors’ values of 
respecting the lands and waters, the plants 
and animals — and ensuring their well-
being for future generations.

Séliš woman peeling bitterroot, 1941. Courtesy Archives  
& Special Collections, Mansfield Library, University of Montana.

Ql̓ispé man fishing, c. 1900.  
Courtesy D’Arcy McNickle Library,  
Salish Kootenai College.

CSKT fish trap, made in 1934.  
Courtesy Schaeffer Collection,  
American Museum of Natural History.

Séliš & Ql̓ispé  people visiting Np̓nétk͏ʷ, 2015.
Val Roberts, Steve Arca, Frances Brown,
Kyle Felsman, Tony Incashola. SQCC image.

Left: Sadie Peone, Steve Arca, Gary Stiner,  
Chaney Bell, Kyle Felsman, Shirley Trahan,  
Frances Brown, Louie Adams, Dolly Linsebigler,  
Val Roberts, Pat Pierre, Tony Incashola.
SQCC image.

Séliš encampment, c. 1915. Courtesy Archives & Special 
Collections, Mansfield Library, University of Montana.

Np̓nétk͏ʷ | LOGS IN THE WATER 
Rock Creek’s Ancient & Continuing Importance 
 for the Séliš & Ql̓ispé People

Np̓nétkʷ  |  Rock Creek 
37 place-names. Sign location(s): FVLT land 

at Rock Creek-Clark Fork confluence. 
Poster: 36” x 24” 

SQESI signs & posters, cont’d.SQESI signs & posters, cont’d.

SQCC staff, elders, 
and students with signs 
adjacent to Jacob’s 
Island park, Missoula, 
June 2022.
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Epɫ Q͏̓͏ʷomqn
HAS HAIR (TREE LICHEN)
SUMMIT LAKE AREA

Epɫ Tímuʔ
HAS SKUNK CABBAGE

Site of Swan Massacre

Čusšní(čn̓)
LONG RIDGE
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PLACE REPEATEDLY BURNED
In-pa-ah Creek & Flats
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Snlaq̓i Sewɫk͏ʷs | SWEATHOUSE WATERS
The Swan River Area & the Ql̓ispé People 

F rom time immemorial, the Swan Valley has been a 
vital part of the tribal homeland of the Ql̓ispé (roughly 
pronounced Kah-lee-SPEH, anglicized as “Kalispel”). 

Our name for the Swan River is Snlaq̓i Sewɫk͏ʷs,  meaning 
Sweathouse’s Waters. Swan Lake is Snlaq̓i Čɫq̓lí—Sweathouse 
Lake. These place-names reflect the great cultural and 
spiritual importance of the area. For thousands of years, 
our ancestors lived here sustainably, in a relationship of 
respect with the land and its plants and animals.

The Swan Valley area provided abundant supplies of 
our traditional foods and materials, from camas to 
huckleberries, from deer and elk to bull trout and mountain 
whitefish. The Swan was even important for its plentiful 
snq͏ʷspú (sphagnum moss), which was used for baby diapers. 

From all four directions, the Ql̓ispé moved in and out of the 
Swan Valley over an extensive and sophisticated network 
of trails, following a regular, disciplined, efficient seasonal 
round that provided our ancestors with dependable and 
varied sustenance, augmented by our careful use of fire to 
manage the land. 

The Hellgate Treaty of 1855 guaranteed our use of this and 
other parts of our ceded territories for traditional purposes. 

Today, the Swan Valley 
remains a place of 
highest importance for 
our people. 

KEY

SNLAQ̓I SEWⱢK͏ʷ
SWAN RIVER DRAINAGE SYSTEM  

MAJOR TRIBAL TRAILS

Tribes & Territories 

The indigenous people referred to 
in this sign are the Ql̓ispé (roughly 

pronounced Kah-lee-SPEH). Ql̓ispe has 
been rendered in English as Kalispel. Tribal 
territories extended from the upper reaches 
of the Flathead drainage system all the way 
downstream to the Pend Oreille River in 
what is now eastern Washington. Some of 
our bands were based in more upstream 
areas, others in more downstream areas. 
Non-Indians therefore often used the terms 
“Upper” and “Lower” Kalispel, or “Upper” 
and “Lower” Pend d’Oreille (a French name 
referring to the round shell earrings worn by 
Ql̓ispé men and women). 

The Ql̓ispé are closely related to the Séliš 
(pronounced SEH-leesh). Séliš is usually 
written in English as “Salish.” The tribe was 
also referred to as Flathead. Séliš territories 
reached from the Bitterroot Mountains and 
the present-day border between Montana and 
Idaho to the Yellowstone and upper Missouri 
drainages east of the Continental Divide.

Tribal territories were often overlapping,  
and many tribes shared the principle of 
freedom to move peacefully through each 
other’s lands. 

The Ql̓ispe and Séliš are the easternmost tribes 
of the Salish language family, which extends 
from Montana west to the Pacific coast.

Eva Boyd and Lucy Vanderburg 
digging camas, July 2002.  
SQCC image.

Epɫ Q͏̓͏ʷomqn
HAS HAIR (TREE LICHEN)
SUMMIT LAKE AREA

Epɫ Tímuʔ
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Snlaq̓i Sewɫk͏ʷs | SWEATHOUSE WATERS
The Swan River Area & the Ql̓ispé People 

F rom time immemorial, the Swan Valley has been a 
vital part of the tribal homeland of the Ql̓ispé (roughly 
pronounced Kah-lee-SPEH, anglicized as “Kalispel”). 

Our name for the Swan River is Snlaq̓i Sewɫk͏ʷs,  meaning 
Sweathouse’s Waters. Swan Lake is Snlaq̓i Čɫq̓lí—Sweathouse 
Lake. These place-names reflect the great cultural and 
spiritual importance of the area. For thousands of years, 
our ancestors lived here sustainably, in a relationship of 
respect with the land and its plants and animals.

The Swan Valley area provided abundant supplies of 
our traditional foods and materials, from camas to 
huckleberries, from deer and elk to bull trout and mountain 
whitefish. The Swan was even important for its plentiful 
snq͏ʷspú (sphagnum moss), which was used for baby diapers. 

From all four directions, the Ql̓ispé moved in and out of the 
Swan Valley over an extensive and sophisticated network 
of trails, following a regular, disciplined, efficient seasonal 
round that provided our ancestors with dependable and 
varied sustenance, augmented by our careful use of fire to 
manage the land. 

The Hellgate Treaty of 1855 guaranteed our use of this and 
other parts of our ceded territories for traditional purposes. 

Today, the Swan Valley 
remains a place of 
highest importance for 
our people. 
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Tribes & Territories 

The indigenous people referred to 
in this sign are the Ql̓ispé (roughly 

pronounced Kah-lee-SPEH). Ql̓ispe has 
been rendered in English as Kalispel. Tribal 
territories extended from the upper reaches 
of the Flathead drainage system all the way 
downstream to the Pend Oreille River in 
what is now eastern Washington. Some of 
our bands were based in more upstream 
areas, others in more downstream areas. 
Non-Indians therefore often used the terms 
“Upper” and “Lower” Kalispel, or “Upper” 
and “Lower” Pend d’Oreille (a French name 
referring to the round shell earrings worn by 
Ql̓ispé men and women). 

The Ql̓ispé are closely related to the Séliš 
(pronounced SEH-leesh). Séliš is usually 
written in English as “Salish.” The tribe was 
also referred to as Flathead. Séliš territories 
reached from the Bitterroot Mountains and 
the present-day border between Montana and 
Idaho to the Yellowstone and upper Missouri 
drainages east of the Continental Divide.

Tribal territories were often overlapping,  
and many tribes shared the principle of 
freedom to move peacefully through each 
other’s lands. 

The Ql̓ispe and Séliš are the easternmost tribes 
of the Salish language family, which extends 
from Montana west to the Pacific coast.

Eva Boyd and Lucy Vanderburg 
digging camas, July 2002.  
SQCC image.
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Sčc̓mepleʔ
PENINSULA
Finley Point
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Čk͏ʷtonqn
BIG PEAK
Kah Mountain

Epɫ Nx̣l̓ew̓s Ntx̣͏ʷétk͏ʷs 
BRIDGE’S RIVER
South Fork Flathead  River

Epɫ C̓ix͏ʷc̓x͏ʷt 

Ɫl̓q͏ʷl̓q͏ʷó Sx̣͏ʷcuʔsí
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Snlaq̓i Sewɫk͏ʷs | SWEATHOUSE WATERS
The Swan River Area & the Ql̓ispé People 

F rom time immemorial, the Swan Valley has been a 
vital part of the tribal homeland of the Ql̓ispé (roughly 
pronounced Kah-lee-SPEH, anglicized as “Kalispel”). 

Our name for the Swan River is Snlaq̓i Sewɫk͏ʷs,  meaning 
Sweathouse’s Waters. Swan Lake is Snlaq̓i Čɫq̓lí—Sweathouse 
Lake. These place-names reflect the great cultural and 
spiritual importance of the area. For thousands of years, 
our ancestors lived here sustainably, in a relationship of 
respect with the land and its plants and animals.

The Swan Valley area provided abundant supplies of 
our traditional foods and materials, from camas to 
huckleberries, from deer and elk to bull trout and mountain 
whitefish. The Swan was even important for its plentiful 
snq͏ʷspú (sphagnum moss), which was used for baby diapers. 

From all four directions, the Ql̓ispé moved in and out of the 
Swan Valley over an extensive and sophisticated network 
of trails, following a regular, disciplined, efficient seasonal 
round that provided our ancestors with dependable and 
varied sustenance, augmented by our careful use of fire to 
manage the land. 

The Hellgate Treaty of 1855 guaranteed our use of this and 
other parts of our ceded territories for traditional purposes. 

Today, the Swan Valley 
remains a place of 
highest importance for 
our people. 

Tribes & Territories 

The indigenous people referred to 
in this sign are the Ql̓ispé (roughly 

pronounced Kah-lee-SPEH). Ql̓ispe has 
been rendered in English as Kalispel. Tribal 
territories extended from the upper reaches 
of the Flathead drainage system all the way 
downstream to the Pend Oreille River in 
what is now eastern Washington. Some of 
our bands were based in more upstream 
areas, others in more downstream areas. 
Non-Indians therefore often used the terms 
“Upper” and “Lower” Kalispel, or “Upper” 
and “Lower” Pend d’Oreille (a French name 
referring to the round shell earrings worn by 
Ql̓ispé men and women). 

The Ql̓ispé are closely related to the Séliš 
(pronounced SEH-leesh). Séliš is usually 
written in English as “Salish.” The tribe was 
also referred to as Flathead. Séliš territories 
reached from the Bitterroot Mountains and 
the present-day border between Montana and 
Idaho to the Yellowstone and upper Missouri 
drainages east of the Continental Divide.

Tribal territories were often overlapping,  
and many tribes shared the principle of 
freedom to move peacefully through each 
other’s lands. 

The Ql̓ispe and Séliš are the easternmost tribes 
of the Salish language family, which extends 
from Montana west to the Pacific coast.

Eva Boyd and Lucy Vanderburg 
digging camas, July 2002.  
SQCC image. Čɫx͏ʷm̓x͏ʷm̓šn̓á (Sophie Moiese, Séliš) drying meat, 1910.  

Edward S. Curtis photograph, Library of Congress.

 Séliš elder Louie Adams on 
trip to Lion Creek to view 
spawning bull trout, 2009.  
SQCC image.

 Alec Quequesah leads honor song, Swan 
Massacre centennial commemoration, 
Holland Lake, Oct. 2008.  
SQCC image.

 Ql̓ispé women preparing 
st̓šá (huckleberries), 1906. 

Sumner Matteson photograph, courtesy 
Milwaukee Public Museum.

Today, the Swan Valley 
remains a place of 
highest importance for 
our people. 





Ql̓ispé elder John 
Peter Paul (1909-
2001) at Epɫ Timuʔ, 
the site of the Swan 
Massacre, where 
his father and three 
others were killed by 
a state game warden 
and a deputized 
civilian  in October 
1908. John’s mother, 
Clarice Paul, killed 
the warden in self 
defense. SQCC image.
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Čɫq̓étk͏ʷ
BROAD SURFACE 

OF WATER
Flathead Lake

Goat Creek
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Snyel̓mn Nšiy̓étk͏ʷs
PLACE-WHERE-YOU-SURROUND-
SOMETHING CREEK
Mission Creek

Nisisutétk͏ʷ
SHADOWY FORMS IN THE WATER

Lower Jocko Lake
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MANY LITTLE PRAIRIES PASS
Pyramid Pass

Snɫpaʔpʔá
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Snlaq̓i Sewɫk͏ʷs | SWEATHOUSE WATERS
The Swan River Area & the Ql̓ispé People 

F rom time immemorial, the Swan Valley has been a 
vital part of the tribal homeland of the Ql̓ispé (roughly 
pronounced Kah-lee-SPEH, anglicized as “Kalispel”). 

Our name for the Swan River is Snlaq̓i Sewɫk͏ʷs,  meaning 
Sweathouse’s Waters. Swan Lake is Snlaq̓i Čɫq̓lí—Sweathouse 
Lake. These place-names reflect the great cultural and 
spiritual importance of the area. For thousands of years, 
our ancestors lived here sustainably, in a relationship of 
respect with the land and its plants and animals.

The Swan Valley area provided abundant supplies of 
our traditional foods and materials, from camas to 
huckleberries, from deer and elk to bull trout and mountain 
whitefish. The Swan was even important for its plentiful 
snq͏ʷspú (sphagnum moss), which was used for baby diapers. 

From all four directions, the Ql̓ispé moved in and out of the 
Swan Valley over an extensive and sophisticated network 
of trails, following a regular, disciplined, efficient seasonal 
round that provided our ancestors with dependable and 
varied sustenance, augmented by our careful use of fire to 
manage the land. 

The Hellgate Treaty of 1855 guaranteed our use of this and 
other parts of our ceded territories for traditional purposes. 

Today, the Swan Valley 
remains a place of 
highest importance for 
our people. 

Tribes & Territories 

The indigenous people referred to 
in this sign are the Ql̓ispé (roughly 

pronounced Kah-lee-SPEH). Ql̓ispe has 
been rendered in English as Kalispel. Tribal 
territories extended from the upper reaches 
of the Flathead drainage system all the way 
downstream to the Pend Oreille River in 
what is now eastern Washington. Some of 
our bands were based in more upstream 
areas, others in more downstream areas. 
Non-Indians therefore often used the terms 
“Upper” and “Lower” Kalispel, or “Upper” 
and “Lower” Pend d’Oreille (a French name 
referring to the round shell earrings worn by 
Ql̓ispé men and women). 

The Ql̓ispé are closely related to the Séliš 
(pronounced SEH-leesh). Séliš is usually 
written in English as “Salish.” The tribe was 
also referred to as Flathead. Séliš territories 
reached from the Bitterroot Mountains and 
the present-day border between Montana and 
Idaho to the Yellowstone and upper Missouri 
drainages east of the Continental Divide.

Tribal territories were often overlapping,  
and many tribes shared the principle of 
freedom to move peacefully through each 
other’s lands. 

The Ql̓ispe and Séliš are the easternmost tribes 
of the Salish language family, which extends 
from Montana west to the Pacific coast.

Eva Boyd and Lucy Vanderburg 
digging camas, July 2002.  
SQCC image. Čɫx͏ʷm̓x͏ʷm̓šn̓á (Sophie Moiese, Séliš) drying meat, 1910.  

Edward S. Curtis photograph, Library of Congress.

 Séliš elder Louie Adams on 
trip to Lion Creek to view 
spawning bull trout, 2009.  
SQCC image.

 Alec Quequesah leads honor song, Swan 
Massacre centennial commemoration, 
Holland Lake, Oct. 2008.  
SQCC image.

 Ql̓ispé women preparing 
st̓šá (huckleberries), 1906. 

Sumner Matteson photograph, courtesy 
Milwaukee Public Museum.

Today, the Swan Valley 
remains a place of 
highest importance for 
our people. 





Ql̓ispé elder John 
Peter Paul (1909-
2001) at Epɫ Timuʔ, 
the site of the Swan 
Massacre, where 
his father and three 
others were killed by 
a state game warden 
and a deputized 
civilian  in October 
1908. John’s mother, 
Clarice Paul, killed 
the warden in self 
defense. SQCC image.
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Milwaukee Public Museum.
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Snlaq̓i Sewɫk͏ʷs | SWEATHOUSE WATERS
The Swan River Area & the Ql̓ispé People 

F rom time immemorial, the Swan Valley has been a 
vital part of the tribal homeland of the Ql̓ispé (roughly 
pronounced Kah-lee-SPEH, anglicized as “Kalispel”). 

Our name for the Swan River is Snlaq̓i Sewɫk͏ʷs,  meaning 
Sweathouse’s Waters. Swan Lake is Snlaq̓i Čɫq̓lí—Sweathouse 
Lake. These place-names reflect the great cultural and 
spiritual importance of the area. For thousands of years, 
our ancestors lived here sustainably, in a relationship of 
respect with the land and its plants and animals.

The Swan Valley area provided abundant supplies of 
our traditional foods and materials, from camas to 
huckleberries, from deer and elk to bull trout and mountain 
whitefish. The Swan was even important for its plentiful 
snq͏ʷspú (sphagnum moss), which was used for baby diapers. 

From all four directions, the Ql̓ispé moved in and out of the 
Swan Valley over an extensive and sophisticated network 
of trails, following a regular, disciplined, efficient seasonal 
round that provided our ancestors with dependable and 
varied sustenance, augmented by our careful use of fire to 
manage the land. 

The Hellgate Treaty of 1855 guaranteed our use of this and 
other parts of our ceded territories for traditional purposes. 

Today, the Swan Valley 
remains a place of 
highest importance for 
our people. 
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MAJOR TRIBAL TRAILS

Tribes & Territories 

The indigenous people referred to 
in this sign are the Ql̓ispé (roughly 

pronounced Kah-lee-SPEH). Ql̓ispe has 
been rendered in English as Kalispel. Tribal 
territories extended from the upper reaches 
of the Flathead drainage system all the way 
downstream to the Pend Oreille River in 
what is now eastern Washington. Some of 
our bands were based in more upstream 
areas, others in more downstream areas. 
Non-Indians therefore often used the terms 
“Upper” and “Lower” Kalispel, or “Upper” 
and “Lower” Pend d’Oreille (a French name 
referring to the round shell earrings worn by 
Ql̓ispé men and women). 

The Ql̓ispé are closely related to the Séliš 
(pronounced SEH-leesh). Séliš is usually 
written in English as “Salish.” The tribe was 
also referred to as Flathead. Séliš territories 
reached from the Bitterroot Mountains and 
the present-day border between Montana and 
Idaho to the Yellowstone and upper Missouri 
drainages east of the Continental Divide.

Tribal territories were often overlapping,  
and many tribes shared the principle of 
freedom to move peacefully through each 
other’s lands. 

The Ql̓ispe and Séliš are the easternmost tribes 
of the Salish language family, which extends 
from Montana west to the Pacific coast.

Eva Boyd and Lucy Vanderburg 
digging camas, July 2002.  
SQCC image.
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PLACE REPEATEDLY BURNED
In-pa-ah Creek & Flats
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MANY LITTLE PRAIRIES PASS
Pyramid Pass

Snɫpaʔpʔá
PLACE OF LITTLE CLIFFS
Delaware Creek

Snq̓tq̓atá
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PLACE WHERE YOU REIN 
YOUR HORSE BACK
Ovando/Monture Creek

© Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee, Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes, 2019. All rights reserved.
design = www.my-design.netdesign = www.my-design.net

Snlaq̓i Sewɫk͏ʷs | SWEATHOUSE WATERS
The Swan River Area & the Ql̓ispé People 

F rom time immemorial, the Swan Valley has been a 
vital part of the tribal homeland of the Ql̓ispé (roughly 
pronounced Kah-lee-SPEH, anglicized as “Kalispel”). 

Our name for the Swan River is Snlaq̓i Sewɫk͏ʷs,  meaning 
Sweathouse’s Waters. Swan Lake is Snlaq̓i Čɫq̓lí—Sweathouse 
Lake. These place-names reflect the great cultural and 
spiritual importance of the area. For thousands of years, 
our ancestors lived here sustainably, in a relationship of 
respect with the land and its plants and animals.

The Swan Valley area provided abundant supplies of 
our traditional foods and materials, from camas to 
huckleberries, from deer and elk to bull trout and mountain 
whitefish. The Swan was even important for its plentiful 
snq͏ʷspú (sphagnum moss), which was used for baby diapers. 

From all four directions, the Ql̓ispé moved in and out of the 
Swan Valley over an extensive and sophisticated network 
of trails, following a regular, disciplined, efficient seasonal 
round that provided our ancestors with dependable and 
varied sustenance, augmented by our careful use of fire to 
manage the land. 

The Hellgate Treaty of 1855 guaranteed our use of this and 
other parts of our ceded territories for traditional purposes. 

Today, the Swan Valley 
remains a place of 
highest importance for 
our people. 

Tribes & Territories 

The indigenous people referred to 
in this sign are the Ql̓ispé (roughly 

pronounced Kah-lee-SPEH). Ql̓ispe has 
been rendered in English as Kalispel. Tribal 
territories extended from the upper reaches 
of the Flathead drainage system all the way 
downstream to the Pend Oreille River in 
what is now eastern Washington. Some of 
our bands were based in more upstream 
areas, others in more downstream areas. 
Non-Indians therefore often used the terms 
“Upper” and “Lower” Kalispel, or “Upper” 
and “Lower” Pend d’Oreille (a French name 
referring to the round shell earrings worn by 
Ql̓ispé men and women). 

The Ql̓ispé are closely related to the Séliš 
(pronounced SEH-leesh). Séliš is usually 
written in English as “Salish.” The tribe was 
also referred to as Flathead. Séliš territories 
reached from the Bitterroot Mountains and 
the present-day border between Montana and 
Idaho to the Yellowstone and upper Missouri 
drainages east of the Continental Divide.

Tribal territories were often overlapping,  
and many tribes shared the principle of 
freedom to move peacefully through each 
other’s lands. 

The Ql̓ispe and Séliš are the easternmost tribes 
of the Salish language family, which extends 
from Montana west to the Pacific coast.

Eva Boyd and Lucy Vanderburg 
digging camas, July 2002.  
SQCC image. Čɫx͏ʷm̓x͏ʷm̓šn̓á (Sophie Moiese, Séliš) drying meat, 1910.  

Edward S. Curtis photograph, Library of Congress.

 Séliš elder Louie Adams on 
trip to Lion Creek to view 
spawning bull trout, 2009.  
SQCC image.

 Alec Quequesah leads honor song, Swan 
Massacre centennial commemoration, 
Holland Lake, Oct. 2008.  
SQCC image.

 Ql̓ispé women preparing 
st̓šá (huckleberries), 1906. 

Sumner Matteson photograph, courtesy 
Milwaukee Public Museum.

Today, the Swan Valley 
remains a place of 
highest importance for 
our people. 





Ql̓ispé elder John 
Peter Paul (1909-
2001) at Epɫ Timuʔ, 
the site of the Swan 
Massacre, where 
his father and three 
others were killed by 
a state game warden 
and a deputized 
civilian  in October 
1908. John’s mother, 
Clarice Paul, killed 
the warden in self 
defense. SQCC image.
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HAS DAM
Outlet of Seeley Lake

Epɫ C̓ix͏ʷc̓x͏ʷt 
HAS OSPREYS
Seeley Lake

Soʔlí
(PERSONAL NAME)
Head of Salmon Lake

Čɫq̓ll̓é
REFERRING TO LAKE

Placid Lake X̣qcné
CLEARING BY WATER
Trail Creek-Morrell Creek area

Čɫq̓áqs
WIDE HILL
Blue Bay

Čɫq̓étk͏ʷ
BROAD SURFACE 

OF WATER
Flathead Lake

Goat Creek
Snƛ̓lptí Sx̣͏ʷcuʔsí
STOPPING PLACE PASS
Station Creek Pass

In-pa-ah Creek & Flats

N̓cc̓m̓esšn̓
PLACE OF LITTLE STONES
Gravel Bay

Snƛ̓lptí Sx̣͏ʷcuʔsí
STOPPING PLACE PASS
Station Creek Pass

Sčc̓mepleʔ
PENINSULA
Finley Point

Nč̓mqnétk͏ʷ
WHERE THE LAKESHORE 

TAPERS AT THE HEAD  
OF THE RIVER

Polson

Snyel̓mn Mq̓͏ʷmóq̓͏ʷs
SURROUNDED-PLACE’S MOUNTAINS

Mission Mountains

Epɫ Usúl̓
HAS LOONS
Loon Lake

Epɫ ítx̣͏ʷeʔ
HAS CAMAS
Holland Prairie

Nšt̓ew̓s Sx̣͏ʷcuʔsí
STANDING-IN-THE-MIDDLE PASS

Eagle Pass

K̓͏ʷɫnc̓mép Čɫq̓líʔs
WATERS-OF-THE-NARROW-

OPENING LAKE
McDonald Lake

Snyel̓mn Nšiy̓étk͏ʷs
PLACE-WHERE-YOU-SURROUND-
SOMETHING CREEK
Mission Creek

Nisisutétk͏ʷ
SHADOWY FORMS IN THE WATER

Lower Jocko Lake

Čɫsusuw̓en̓eʔ
REFERRING TO THE 
WATER RECEDING
Upper Jocko Lake

SOMETHING CREEK
Mission CreekEpɫ Čt̓et̓ʔú Sčilíp

CONFLUENCE OF THE  
WILD PLUMS
Jocko-Flathead Confluence

Ɫl̓q͏ʷl̓q͏ʷól̓ex͏ʷ
MANY LITTLE PRAIRIES
Big Prairie

Nɫq̓álq͏ʷ
PLACE OF WIDE DIAMETER TREES
Arlee area

Npíqk͏ʷ 
WHITE WATERS
White River

Čk͏ʷtonqn
BIG PEAK
Kah Mountain

Epɫ Nx̣l̓ew̓s Ntx̣͏ʷétk͏ʷs 
BRIDGE’S RIVER
South Fork Flathead  River

Epɫ C̓ix͏ʷc̓x͏ʷt 

Ɫl̓q͏ʷl̓q͏ʷó Sx̣͏ʷcuʔsí
MANY LITTLE PRAIRIES PASS
Pyramid Pass

Snɫpaʔpʔá
PLACE OF LITTLE CLIFFS
Delaware Creek

Snq̓tq̓atá
TEETER-TOTTER PLACE

Hahn Creek

Ep Sčq̓͏ʷé
HAS BLACKFEET
Camp Creek

Sntntnmsqá
PLACE WHERE YOU REIN 
YOUR HORSE BACK
Ovando/Monture Creek
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Snlaq̓i Sewɫk͏ʷs | SWEATHOUSE WATERS
The Swan River Area & the Ql̓ispé People 

F rom time immemorial, the Swan Valley has been a 
vital part of the tribal homeland of the Ql̓ispé (roughly 
pronounced Kah-lee-SPEH, anglicized as “Kalispel”). 

Our name for the Swan River is Snlaq̓i Sewɫk͏ʷs,  meaning 
Sweathouse’s Waters. Swan Lake is Snlaq̓i Čɫq̓lí—Sweathouse 
Lake. These place-names reflect the great cultural and 
spiritual importance of the area. For thousands of years, 
our ancestors lived here sustainably, in a relationship of 
respect with the land and its plants and animals.

The Swan Valley area provided abundant supplies of 
our traditional foods and materials, from camas to 
huckleberries, from deer and elk to bull trout and mountain 
whitefish. The Swan was even important for its plentiful 
snq͏ʷspú (sphagnum moss), which was used for baby diapers. 

From all four directions, the Ql̓ispé moved in and out of the 
Swan Valley over an extensive and sophisticated network 
of trails, following a regular, disciplined, efficient seasonal 
round that provided our ancestors with dependable and 
varied sustenance, augmented by our careful use of fire to 
manage the land. 

The Hellgate Treaty of 1855 guaranteed our use of this and 
other parts of our ceded territories for traditional purposes. 

Today, the Swan Valley 
remains a place of 
highest importance for 
our people. 

Tribes & Territories 

The indigenous people referred to 
in this sign are the Ql̓ispé (roughly 

pronounced Kah-lee-SPEH). Ql̓ispe has 
been rendered in English as Kalispel. Tribal 
territories extended from the upper reaches 
of the Flathead drainage system all the way 
downstream to the Pend Oreille River in 
what is now eastern Washington. Some of 
our bands were based in more upstream 
areas, others in more downstream areas. 
Non-Indians therefore often used the terms 
“Upper” and “Lower” Kalispel, or “Upper” 
and “Lower” Pend d’Oreille (a French name 
referring to the round shell earrings worn by 
Ql̓ispé men and women). 

The Ql̓ispé are closely related to the Séliš 
(pronounced SEH-leesh). Séliš is usually 
written in English as “Salish.” The tribe was 
also referred to as Flathead. Séliš territories 
reached from the Bitterroot Mountains and 
the present-day border between Montana and 
Idaho to the Yellowstone and upper Missouri 
drainages east of the Continental Divide.

Tribal territories were often overlapping,  
and many tribes shared the principle of 
freedom to move peacefully through each 
other’s lands. 

The Ql̓ispe and Séliš are the easternmost tribes 
of the Salish language family, which extends 
from Montana west to the Pacific coast.

Eva Boyd and Lucy Vanderburg 
digging camas, July 2002.  
SQCC image. Čɫx͏ʷm̓x͏ʷm̓šn̓á (Sophie Moiese, Séliš) drying meat, 1910.  

Edward S. Curtis photograph, Library of Congress.

 Séliš elder Louie Adams on 
trip to Lion Creek to view 
spawning bull trout, 2009.  
SQCC image.

 Alec Quequesah leads honor song, Swan 
Massacre centennial commemoration, 
Holland Lake, Oct. 2008.  
SQCC image.

 Ql̓ispé women preparing 
st̓šá (huckleberries), 1906. 

Sumner Matteson photograph, courtesy 
Milwaukee Public Museum.

Today, the Swan Valley 
remains a place of 
highest importance for 
our people. 





Ql̓ispé elder John 
Peter Paul (1909-
2001) at Epɫ Timuʔ, 
the site of the Swan 
Massacre, where 
his father and three 
others were killed by 
a state game warden 
and a deputized 
civilian  in October 
1908. John’s mother, 
Clarice Paul, killed 
the warden in self 
defense. SQCC image.

Čc̓npá
(PERSONAL NAME)
Blanchard Creek/
Clearwater Junction

Snpƛ̓mqné
RIDGE ENDING AT A FLAT
Ninemile Prairie

 Čɫx͏ʷm̓x͏ʷm̓šn̓á (Sophie Moiese, Séliš) drying meat, 1910.  
Edward S. Curtis photograph, Library of Congress.

 Séliš elder Louie Adams on 
trip to Lion Creek to view 
spawning bull trout, 2009.  
SQCC image.

 Alec Quequesah leads honor song, Swan 
Massacre centennial commemoration, 
Holland Lake, Oct. 2008. SQCC image.

 Ql̓ispé women preparing 
st̓šá (huckleberries), 1906. 

Sumner Matteson photograph, courtesy 
Milwaukee Public Museum.
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2001) at Epɫ Timuʔ, 
the site of the Swan 
Massacre, where 
his father and three 
others were killed by 
a state game warden 
and a deputized 
civilian  in October 
1908. John’s mother, 
Clarice Paul, killed 
the warden in self 
defense. SQCC image.

Čc̓npá
(PERSONAL NAME)
Blanchard Creek/
Clearwater Junction

Snpƛ̓mqné
RIDGE ENDING AT A FLAT
Ninemile Prairie

 Čɫx͏ʷm̓x͏ʷm̓šn̓á (Sophie Moiese, Séliš) drying meat, 1910.  
Edward S. Curtis photograph, Library of Congress.

 Séliš elder Louie Adams on 
trip to Lion Creek to view 
spawning bull trout, 2009.  
SQCC image.

 Alec Quequesah leads honor song, Swan 
Massacre centennial commemoration, 
Holland Lake, Oct. 2008. SQCC image.

 Ql̓ispé women preparing 
st̓šá (huckleberries), 1906. 

Sumner Matteson photograph, courtesy 
Milwaukee Public Museum.

Ql̓ispé elder John 
Peter Paul (1909-
2001) at Epɫ Timuʔ, 
the site of the Swan 
Massacre, where 
his father and three 
others were killed by 
a state game warden 
and a deputized 
civilian  in October 
1908. John’s mother, 
Clarice Paul, killed 
the warden in self 
defense. SQCC image.

Čc̓npá
(PERSONAL NAME)
Blanchard Creek/
Clearwater Junction

Snpƛ̓mqné
RIDGE ENDING AT A FLAT
Ninemile Prairie

Ṇaáycčstm Sewɫkʷs  |  Blackfoot River
34 place-names. 

Sign location(s): USFS Lincoln Ranger Station
Poster: 36” x 24” 

Snlaq̓i Sewɫkʷs  |  Swan River 
47 place-names. Sign location(s): Upper Swan 

Valley Historical Society in Condon.
Poster: 36” x 30” 
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D uring wintertime, the elders tell that in the beginning, 
Snč̓l̓é—Coyote—came through here. He prepared the 
land for the human beings who were yet to come. He 

made this place abundant and good, and showed the right way to 
live. 

For thousands of years, tribal people lived here by the ways taught 
by Coyote. Our nations, the Ql̓ispé (pronounced Kah-lee-SPEH — 
the Kalispel or Pend d’Oreille)and Séliš (pronounced SEH-leesh 
— the Salish or “Flathead”), subsisted by hunting, gathering, and 
fishing, moving with the seasons to harvest these resources. We 
used technologies and techniques perfectly designed for nurturing, 
harvesting, preparing, and storing that shifting bounty. We lived 
as close-knit tribes, carrying out many activities collectively, 
and sharing much of what we gathered or killed. We held no 
notion of owning land, and our economy was centered around  
gift-giving traditions. Our way of life was rooted in a deep physical 
and spiritual connection between people and the land. We  
strove to waste nothing of animals we killed or plants we  
gathered—one reason why we never degraded the resources upon 
which we depended.

Among the most important of these resources was fish—including 
bull trout, cutthroat trout, mountain whitefish, longnose sucker, 
large-scale sucker, and northern pikeminnow. An astonishing 
abundance of all of them swam through the Clark Fork and other 
waters of our territories until the late 1800s and early 1900s, 
when they began to be decimated by many factors, including the 
construction of dams. Until that time, fish provided us with a 
reliable, year-round source of fresh protein. We harvested them 
with fish traps, spears, gaffing hooks, hook and line, and even 
bows and arrows.  

Throughout their aboriginal territories, the Confederated Salish 
and Kootenai Tribes are carrying forward into the present day 
our traditional ethic of respect for the environment. As Tribal 
Chairman Joe Durglo said in 2013, “Our lands and resources 
are the basis of our spiritual life. That’s been our way since time 
began... Our survival is woven together with the land.” 

Qe Es Puteʔm ɫu St̓úlxʷ ɫu  Sewɫkʷ 
We Respect the Lands & Waters

▶ Right: Kootenai fish trap and tipis at Tobacco Plains, 1861. 
Kootenai, Ql̓ispé, and Séliš fish traps were of similar design.  
Courtesy Library ofCongress.

Tipis at the confluence of the 
Thompson & Clark Fork Rivers, near 
Sq̓eyɫk͏ʷm (Thompson Falls), 1884.  
Photo by Francis Haines, courtesy Montana 
Historical Society Research Center.

▼ Below: Elders and 
staff of CSKT Historic 
Preservation Office 
conducting fieldwork, 
2013. Left to right: Arlene 
Bigcrane, Buzz Fyant, Ira 
Matt, Louie Adams.  
SQCC image  

Mary Kizer (Séliš) drying meat, Arlee, 1934.  
Claude Schaeffer photo, courtesy Glenbow Institute.

Nk͏ʷƛ̓lexʷncú (Sam Resurrection—
Séliš) in Cabinet Gorge, c. 1915. 
R.H. McKay photo, courtesy Archives &  
Special Collections, Mansfield Library, 
University of Montana.

McDonald family,  
bitterroot dig, 2012.  
SQCC image

▲ Above: Ql̓ispé elder Pat 
Pierre and students at 
River Honoring, 2012. 
SQCC image

Nčɫʔumnétkʷ | Lower Clark Fork River | map (37 place-names) and ethnohistory
Sign location(s): Pilgrim Park (owned by Avista Corporation), Epɫ Pqlqéyn (Noxon).

Poster (each): 36” x 24” 
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Qe šušuweɫ č̓ č̓ɫxʷtín   
Our Road to the West 

F or millennia, the Ql̓ispé (the Kalispel or Pend d’Oreille 
tribes as a whole) have known the lower Clark Fork River 
as Nčɫʔumnétk͏ʷ, meaning Bighorn Sheep Waters. The 

profound cultural importance of the area is reflected in the 
ancient place-names documented on this map. 

This river, continuing downstream to Lake 
Pend Oreille and the Pend Oreille River, is 
a central artery of Ql̓ispé territory, with 
more than two dozen bands of the tribe 
based at certain places throughout this 
vast drainage system. The largest band in 
what is now western Montana was called 
the Sɫq̓etk͏ʷmsčin̓t, meaning People of the 
Broad Water, in reference to Flathead Lake. 

For the People of the Broad Water, the river  
was the “road to the west”—the principal 
water and land route to our close relations 
downstream. We used unique blunt-ended 

bark canoes, and sometimes dugouts, to travel these great 
rivers. So central is the river to our very identity that other 
tribes referred to us as “paddlers” or “canoe people,” and in sign 
language, Ql̓ispé is indicated by a gesture simulating a paddle 
stroke. 

Our ancestors also moved by foot, and in later years by horse, 
on the far-reaching, complex network of trails that traversed 
the Flathead and Clark Fork drainages, and adjoining valleys, 
mountains, and passes. 

Nčɫʔumnétk͏ʷ |  BIGHORN SHEEP WATERS
The Ql̓ispé People and the Lower Clark Fork River

Nk͏ʷtné
BIG STREAM
Pack River

Sq̓pq̓pé 
SANDY GROUND
Sandpoint, Idaho

Snyeʔk͏̓͏ʷtín
FORD
LaClede-Seneagouteen, Idaho

Písɫk͏ʷ
TROUT WATERS
Cocolalla Lake

Nč̓mép
DOOR OR OPENING

Where Lake Pend Oreille Narrows Snq͏ʷeʔé(nč)
CURVED MOUNTAINSIDE
Green Monarch

Nč̓m̓m̓cí
RIVER DELTA
Clark Fork River Delta &  
Lake Pend Oreille

Snɫuɫuw̓étk͏ʷ(tn)
PLACE OF SPEARING FISH

Clark Fork below Cabinet Gorge

Nčɫʔumné
PLACE WHERE YOU  
GET BIGHORN SHEEP
Coeur d’Alene Mountains

Sp̓n̓úlex͏ʷ
SCRUNCHED LAND
Cabinet Gorge

Nɫeʔsl̓é(tk͏ʷ)
TWO SMALL CREEKS
Lightning Creek Area

Ṇn̓q̓͏ʷoƛ̓š Ntx̣͏ʷétk͏ʷs
ANIMALS RUNNING THROUGH  

THE WOODS RIVER
Bull River

Ṇn̓q̓͏ʷoƛ̓š
ANIMALS RUNNING  

THROUGH THE WOODS
Bull River-Clark Fork Confluence

Epɫ Pqlqéyn
HAS BALD EAGLES
Noxon Area

Nčɫʔumnétk͏ʷ
BIGHORN SHEEP WATERS

Lower Clark Fork River

Nyúc̓mn
PLACE OF RED PAINT
Vermillion River

Nq͏ʷq͏ʷáysšn
PLACE OF BLUE ROCK
The Blue Slide

Sq̓eyɫk͏ʷm
PLACE OF SOUND  
OF FALLING WATER
Thompson Falls

Nsšen̓šn
ROCKY PLACE
Thompson-Clark Fork confluence

Nčɫʔumné
PLACE WHERE YOU  
GET BIGHORN SHEEP
Coeur d’Alene Mountains

Q̓͏ʷm̓qní
(UNCERTAIN MEANING)
Area near Lynch Creek

Ncc̓k͏ʷí(k͏ʷm)
PLACE OF ELDERBERRIES
Area of Plains

Ntx̣͏ʷétk͏ʷ
RIVER
Flathead River

Nmesulétk͏ʷ
SHIMMERING COLD WATER
Middle Clark Fork River C̓̌ɫl̓q͏̓͏ʷe(w̓s)

SMALL PRAIRIE BETWEEN HILLS
Flathead-Clark Fork confluence

Sqq͏ʷy̓ú
PLACE OF BLUE- 
MOUTH TROUT

Trout Creek

Q̓y̓élx͏ʷ
SPOTTED OR STRIPED HIDE

Indian Meadows
(now flooded)

Yléw̓ɫk͏ʷp
(UNCERTAIN MEANING)
Denton Slough

Čk͏ʷtení(čn̓)
BIGGEST ISLAND
Warren Island

Nq̓wé
(UNCERTAIN MEANING)
Trestle Creek

C̓̌spín
NECK
Narrow Part of Lake Pend Oreille

Spɫqéyn
HEAD
South end of Lake Pend Oreille

Ql̓ispé CANOE AND TULE LODGE AT Snyeʔk̓͏ʷtín  
(FORD–SENEACQUOTEEN/LACLEDE, IDAHO), 1861.  
Courtesy Library of Congress.

 Left: Kalispel elder Francis Cullooyah  
along Pend Oreille River, 2006.  
SQCC image..

▲ Above: Ql̓ispé canoes, Usk, Washington, 1910.  
Edward S. Curtis photo, courtesy Library of Congress.

Elders Michael Louis Durglo, Sr. and Louie Adams at Snyeʔk̓͏ʷtín, 2006.
SQCC image.

SQESI sign locations
webpage

Explore the locations of our SQESI signs 
online with this zoomable interactive map. 

Go to: 
http://www.csktsalish.org/index.php/

ethnogeography/signs-locations

Sntntnmsqá
PLACE WHERE YOU REIN YOUR HORSE BACK
Ovando - Monture Creek area 

Snpƛ̓mqné
PLACE WHERE A RIDGE ENDS AT A FLAT
Ninemile Prairie 

Čpaaqn
LIGHT-COLORED PEAK
Morrison Peak

Qal̓sá / Epɫ ítx̣͏ʷeʔ
HAS CAMAS
Camas Prairie 

Ṇaaycčstm
PLACE OF BULL TROUT
Blackfoot-Clark Fork confluence 

Ep Sčilip Qal̓sá 
QAL’ SÁ’S CONFLUENCE

Confluence Union Creek & Blackfoot River

Snɫl̓q̓lá 
PLACE OF SWEATHOUSES

Beaver Creek near confluence with Placid Creek

Čc̓npá
(PERSONAL NAME)

Blanchard Creek / Clearwater Junction

Ɫm̓q̓͏ʷcn̓é
LITTLE ROUND HILL

Hill above Blanchard Lake

Ep Sq̓ey̓mn 
HAS TIPI POLES

Placid Cr. confluence with Horn Cr.,  
Slippery John Cr., Grouse Cr., & Buck Cr.

Smx̣ečšʔíčn̓
GRIZZLY BEAR RIDGE
Ridge south of Placid Lake

Čɫq̓ll̓é
REFERRING TO WATER
Placid Lake

Čɫsusuw̓en̓eʔ 
REFERRING TO THE WATER RECEDING

Upper Jocko Lake

Epɫ C̓ix͏ʷc̓x͏ʷt 
HAS OSPREYS

Seeley Lake

X̣qcné 
CLEAR AREA BY WATER
Trail Cr. - Morrell Cr. area

Soʔlí 
(PERSONAL NAME)
Head of Salmon Lake

Uɫuɫwétk͏ʷ 
WATER GOING IN AND OUT OF THE GROUND
Gold Creek meadows / upper Gold Creek

Mq̓͏ʷcné 
LONE MOUNTAIN BY WATER
Hill SW of Placid Lake

Epɫ Msawyeʔ
HAS VALERIAN ROOT
Ridge west of Salmon Lake

Sew̓súɫlk͏ʷ
DEEP WATER
Blanchard Lake

Epɫ Ml̓ml̓té 
HAS ASPENS
Alice Creek

Ɫatatí Sx̣͏ʷcuʔsí 
LITTLE FALCON ROBE’S PASS

Cadotte Pass

Smítu Sx̣͏ʷcuʔsí 
INDIAN FORT PASS
Lewis & Clark Pass

Tun̓áx̣n St̓úlix͏ʷs 
COUNTRY OF THE TUN ÁX N

Dearborn-Sun River-Great Falls area

Čɫml̓šé 
COTTONWOODS ABOVE WATER

Helena area

Npaálq͏ʷ 
PLACE OF BURNED TREES

Avon area

Nɫʔaycčstm
PLACE OF SMALL BULL TROUT

Rattlesnake-Clark Fork  
confluence 

Epɫ yuc̓mn
HAS PAINT
Area west of Lincoln 

Ṇaaycčstm Sewɫk͏ʷs
PLACE-OF-BULL-TROUT’S WATERS
Blackfoot-Clark Fork River 

Nʔemté͏tk͏ʷ
WOMAN SITTING IN WATER
Clearwater-Blackfoot confluence

Snk̓͏ʷɫwiʔtn 
PLACE WHERE THEY GET READY
Landers Fork-Blackfoot confluence

Olín
BELLY

Lincoln area

Ṇaaycčstm Sewɫk͏ʷs
PLACE-OF-BULL-TROUT’S WATERS
Blackfoot-Clark Fork River 

Ṇaaycčstm Sewɫk͏ʷs
PLACE-OF-BULL-TROUT’S WATERS
Blackfoot-Clark Fork River 

F rom time immemorial, this river has been 
home to the Salishan peoples of western 
Montana, including the Séliš (Salish) and Ql̓ispé 

(Upper Kalispel or Pend d’Oreille). 

The rivers known in English as the Blackfoot, the North 
Fork of the Blackfoot, and one segment of the Clark 
Fork, are known by one name in Salish: Ṇaáycčstm 
Sewɫk͏ʷs, meaning “Bull Trout’s Waters.” 

Séliš-Ql̓ispé ancestors held a profound knowledge of 
this drainage system, an area of crucial importance in 
the traditional way of life. The Potomac valley, called 
Qal̓sá or Epɫ ítx̣͏ʷeʔ (Has Camas), was the single most 
bountiful place in the entire aboriginal territories 
for this staple food. Other parts of the Blackfoot are 
named for mountain whitefish, valerian root, tipi 
poles, and paint. 

From Ṇaaycčstm Sewɫk͏ʷs, trails led to other 
parts of Salishan aboriginal territories, both 
east and west of the Continental Divide. 

Because of the great cultural and material 
value of Ṇaaycčstm Sewɫk͏ʷs, in the 1855 
Hellgate Treaty with the United States, 
tribal leaders reserved the right to continue 
using this region (and other ceded lands) 
for hunting, fishing, gathering plants, and 
pasturing horses. 

To this day, Bull Trout’s Waters remains a place 
of the highest importance to tribal people, as we 
carry forward the ancestors’ values of respecting 
the earth we live upon, and ensuring its well-being 
for future generations.

Ṇaaycčstm Sewɫk͏ʷs 
BULL TROUT’S WATERS
A Vital Part of the Salish-Pend d’Oreille Homeland

Felicite Sapiye McDonald 
(Séliš) teaching, Blackfoot 
Valley, 2003. SQCC image.

Séliš-Ql̓ispé horsewomen, 1908. SQCC image.

 Ql̓ispé elder Michael Louis Durglo, Sr. with culturally-scarred Ponderosa pine, Blackfoot drainage system, 2007.    
   SQCC image.

 Séliš-Ql̓ispé people, past and present, fishing  Ṇaaycčstm Sewɫk͏ʷs.  SQCC image.

Cecille Kaiser & Anye (Agnes) Antoine (Séliš) removing 
cooked camas from baking pit, 1934.  
Courtesy American Museum of Natural History.
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Skʷskʷstúlexʷ  |  NAMES UPON THE LAND
Ethnogeography of the Salish and Kalispel People 

INTRODUCTION FOR
A PORTFOLIO OF MAPS AND SIGNS

Séliš-Qli̓spé Culture Committee 
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes

Tma y̓e l st̓úlix͏ʷ 

ɫu snč̓awmn 

ɫu k͏ʷ sqélix͏ʷ.

You Indian people,  

your place of prayer  

is this land. 

— Piel Qlaw̓qn  
(Pete Beaverhead)1

Agnes Vanderburg at Ɫq͏ʷq͏ʷeʔúlex͏ʷ
Little Corner of Land — Valley Creek, 1984. Photo by Eliza Wells Smith.

Es milk̓ʷ 

u ep sk͏ʷsk͏ʷstúlex͏ʷ.

There are place-names 

all over the land.

Šey̓ še ƛ̓e qs oósti 

ɫu sk͏ʷsk͏ʷstúlex͏ʷ.

That is what is already  

becoming lost, the names  

on the land.

— Eneas Pierre 2

Pat Pierre at Sqq͏ʷy̓ú 
Place of Blue-Mouthed Fish — Trout Creek, 2006. SQCC image.

Encampment for esy̓apqeyn̓i  (celebration) at Nɫq̓alq͏ʷ (Arlee), 1920s.  
Rollin H. McKay photo, courtesy Mansfield Library, the University of Montana.
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A Portfolio of Maps and Signs 
and 

Introduction for a Portfolio of Maps & Signs   

The portfolio is an oversized bound set of all the Séliš-Ql̓ispé 
Ethnogeographic Signs Initiative (SQESI) maps and signs completed 
as of December 2020, with additional content. The binding is 
designed to be taken apart to accommodate the additional maps and 
signs when the SQCC completes them. In this way, the Portfolio is a 
book-in-progress.

With purchase of the portfolio, we also provide a 30-page, fully 
illustrated booklet called “Introduction for A Portfolio of Maps and 
Signs,” which provides an in-depth yet concise overview of the 
SQCC ethnogeography project, with extensive footnotes. It is a kind 
of sneak preview of the SQCC’s forthcoming multi-volume atlas (see 
page 64 of this brochure). 

The portfolio is available in two sizes (prices include both the 
Portfolio and the “Introduction” booklet): 

•	 24” x 16”:  $200

•	 18” x 12”:  $100
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MAPS AND SIGNS IN THE PORTFOLIO
1. Snč̓l̓é Ɫqq̓ax̣s  |  Coyote’s Trail*  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

2. Séliš-Ql̓ispé  |  Timeline since the Ice Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

3. St̓lt̓úlix͏ʷs Séliš u Ql̓ispé  |  Territories of the Salish, Kalispel, & Related Nations . . . . . . . 7

4. Sqlix͏ʷúlex͏ʷ  |  the Flathead Reservation

  4a.  Sqlix͏ʷúlex͏ʷ  |  the Flathead Reservation as a whole* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

  4b.  Nɫq̓álq͏ʷ Sewɫk͏ʷs  |  Jocko drainage system*  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

  4c. Snyel̓mn Mq̓͏ʷmoq̓͏ʷs  |  Mission Mountains and Mission Valley*. . . . . . . . . . .10

  4d.  Čɫq̓étk͏ʷ  |  Flathead Lake . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

  4e.  Qalyé Sewɫk͏ʷs  |  West side of Reservation* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

  4f.  Ntx̣͏ʷétk͏ʷ  |  Lower Flathead River  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13-14

5. Nɫʔay  |  the Missoula area and Missoula Valley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

6. Nstetčcx͏ʷétk͏ʷ  |  the Bitterroot River and Bitterroot Valley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16-17

7. Nmesulétk͏ʷ  |  the Middle Clark Fork* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

8. Ncq͏ʷel̓stétk͏ʷ  |  the Upper Clark Fork

  8a. Ncq͏ʷel̓stétk͏ʷ  |  the Upper Clark Fork as a whole . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

  8b. Ṇaáycčstm  |  the Blackfoot-Clark Fork confluence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20

  8c. Np̓nétk͏ʷ  |  Rock Creek  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21

9. Ṇaáycčstm Sewɫk͏ʷs  |  the Blackfoot River drainage system  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22

10. Epɫ C̓ix͏ʷc̓x͏ʷt  |  the Seeley-Clearwater drainage system* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23

11. Snlaq̓i Sewɫk͏ʷs  |  the Swan River and Swan Valley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24

12. Ɫl̓q͏ʷl̓q͏ʷólex͏ʷ  |  the South Fork Flathead / Bob Marshall Wilderness Area* . . . . . . . . . . .25

13. St̓úlix͏ʷ Ntx̣͏ʷétk͏ʷ  |  the Upper Flathead drainage system* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26

14. Nčɫʔumnétk͏ʷ  |  the Lower Clark Fork and Lake Pend Oreille  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27-28

15. Ql̓ispélm  |  Northern Idaho and Eastern Washington* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .29

16. Čx͏ʷtx͏ʷtp͏é  |  East of the Continental Divide—south* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30

17. Čɫml̓šé  |  East of the Continental Divide—central*  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31

18. Ččaɫlalqn  |  East of the Continental Divide—north* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32

  * As of 2019, these maps and signs remain to be completed

B	Sadie Peone with daughter Leslia and son D.J. at Snk͏̓͏ʷč̓šlšeɫc̓tn 
(Place Where They Went Over the Edge — Madison buffalo 
jump), 2016. SQCC image.

C	Séliš elder Joe Vanderburg with SQCC signs at Ɫq̓eɫml̓š  (Wide 
Cottonwoods — Stevensville), June 2019.  SQCC image.

D	Detail from Isaac Stevens map, 1860, from “Explorations and 
surveys for a rail road route from the Mississippi R. to the Pacific 
Ocean, routes near the 47th and 49th parallels.” Swan River  is 
marked “Sweating House River.”
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Above: cover of Portfolio and list of included maps and 
signs (those that are listed with an asterisk remain to be 

completed as of 2020)

Below: cover of “Introduction for A Portfolio” and table of contents.

Free online access to 
Introduction for a Portfolio of Maps and Signs
Go to: 
http://www.csktsalish.org/index.php/ethnogeography/ethnogeography-booklet
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Meeting of the Séliš-Ql̓ispé Elders Cultural Advisory Council, 2017. 
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In 2006, as part of the reconstruction of U.S. Highway 93 
through the Flathead Indian Reservation, the Confederated 
Salish & Kootenai Tribes arranged with the Montana Dept. of 
Transportation for a series of unique signs first proposed by the 
SQCC.  Installed in 2011, these signs inform the travelers of 
some of the many Séliš-Ql̓ispé and Kootenai place-names in 
the Jocko and Mission Valleys. 

There are 19 Séliš-Ql̓ispé place-name signs along the highway 
between Evaro and Polson. More will be added when the 
Ninepipe segment of Highway 93 is rebuilt in coming years.

U.S. Highway 93 Séliš-Ql̓ispé Place-name Signs 
	 Audio CD & pamphlet

Audio CD and accompanying pamphlet about the Salish 
place-name signs along U.S. Highway 93 between 
Snɫl̓oy̓čn̓ (Evaro) and Nc̓̌mqnétkw (Polson). SQCC Director 
Tony Incashola provides listeners with pronunciation and 
translation for each place-name, as well as information 
about Séliš-Ql̓ispé ethnogeography, culture, and history.  
$5 for CD and pamphlet 

U.S. Highway 93 Séliš-Ql̓ispé Place-name Signs 

Free online: audio of all Séliš-Ql̓ispe Place-name 
Signs on Highway 93

The contents of our audio CD are now available for free online! 

Go to: 

http://www.csktsalish.org/index.php/
documents?folder=Audio%252FHWY%2B93%2BPlace%2BNames

SQCC’s Shirley Trahan and Felicite “Jim” McDonald 
with the brand-new Snyel̓mn sign, 2007. 
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Montana Highway 28 Séliš-Ql̓ispé Place-name Signs 
In 2010, CSKT 
Roads and MDT 
installed three 
SQCC place-name 
signs during the 
reconstruction of 
Montana Highway 
28 between 
Lonepine and Big 

Place-name Signs 
near Victor
In 2007, the SQCC worked with 
the Montana Department of 
Transportation to create and install 
signs about Séliš-Ql̓ispé place-
names in the Bitterroot Valley. The 
three-sign sets are in a pull-out 
areas on both sides of US Highway 
93 about 5 miles south of the 
Stevensville wye and 3.5 miles north 
of the town of Victor.

Nx̣n̓tá Sckʷúl̓ Čɫq̓lí u 
X̣ʷeyʔilqsálqʷ Sckʷúl̓ Čɫq̓lí — 
Ninepipe & Pablo National 
Wildlife Refuge signs 
In 2019, the SQCC worked with CSKT Legal 
Department for the Salish part of new trilingual 
(English-Salish-Kootenai) signs for the Ninepipe and 
Pablo National Wildlife Refuges.

Séliš elder Eneas Vanderburg visits the newly installed place-name signs on his way to the Medicine Tree, 2007. 
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At right: Draft cover and table of contents, Skwkwstúlexw: Names Upon the Land, 
Volume 1: Territories of the Salish, Kalispel, and Related Nations.

National Geographic “Crown of the Continent” map 
In 2008, the SQCC contributed content, including several Salish place-names, to National Geographic’s “Crown of the 
Continent” geotourism map-guide — revised in 2011, and widely available for free at tourist stops throughout the region.

Skʷskʷstúlexʷ — Names Upon the Land

Volume 1: St̓lt̓úlixʷs Séliš u Ql̓ispé — 
Territories of the Salish, Kalispel, and 
Related Nations 
The SQCC is nearing completion of the first book in our 
ethnogeographic series. Volume 1: St̓lt̓úlixʷs Séliš u Ql̓ispé — 
Territories of the Salish, Kalispel, and Related Nations will address 
the foundation of the project, the importance and meaning of 
place-names, the nature of tribal territoriality, and the scope of our 
territories. It will also provide a detailed examination of the historical 
changes that unfolded in the eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries, with the introduction into the intertribal world of horses, 
epidemics of non-native diseases, and guns. 

SQCC Ethnogeography website 
With federal funding secured in 2022, SQCC will be developing the most exciting and powerful component of the 
entire ethnogeography project: a freely accessible website. The website will bring together in a dynamic way every 
aspect of our decades of work — not only maps, texts, and historic and contemporary photographs, but also audio and 
video recordings of elders, many of them recorded during our field trips. In addition, as people visit the many SQCC 
place-names signs and ethnographic signs throughout the aboriginal territories, the website will work in an interactive, 
seamless way with the signs, bringing all of this material to life. 

FORTHCOMING SQCC ETHNOGEOGRAPHY MATERIALS 

Figure 1. Example of website structure design.

Draft 
architecture 
of SQCC 
ethnogeography 
website. 
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9. Hymns & Prayers9. Hymns & Prayers
Qʷelm u Nč̓awmn
 
A collection on hymns and 
prayers in the Flathead-
Kalispel-Spokane 
language. Bilingual, 
with Séliš written in 
International Phonetic 
Alphabet (IPA). Compiled 
by Johnny Arlee with 
contributions from the 
Culture Committee. 

7 x 8.5, 72 pages.   $8 or 
$15 as a set with
choice of either the 
Johnny Arlee or Joe 
Woodcock CDs below.

Quay-Lem U En-
Chow-Men
 
A collection on Hymns 
and Prayers in the 
Flathead-Kalispel-
Spokane Indian 
Language.  Séliš is written 
in older phonetic system, 
not using IPA. 

8.5 x 11, 60 pages.   
$8 or $15 as a 
set with choice of 
either the Johnny 
Arlee or Joe 
Woodcock CDs 
below.

Joe Woodcock and others 
Salish Indian Hymns 
CD 1 contains general hymns. CD 2 contains Funeral 
and Seasonal Hymns. $5 per CD. 

Johnny Arlee — Salish Indian Hymns 
CDs 1 and 2 contains general hymns. CD 3 contains 
Funeral and Seasonal Hymns. $5 per CD. 

Wakes, Funerals, and 
Feast Days 
Johnny Arlee explains the 
traditions, culture, and spirituality 
of these important parts of 
Séliš-Ql̓ispé life. Out of print but 
available on our website at www.
csktsalish.org. Updated version 
forthcoming. 
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 At Čq At Čq̓̓ʔe (Medicine Tree), September 2019. ʔe (Medicine Tree), September 2019. 
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© Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee, Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes 
P.O. Box 550, St. Ignatius, MT 59865 • 406-745-4572 • sadie.peone@cskt.org

ORDERING MATERIALS  
To order any of the materials in this brochure, and to inquire about discounts for educational 
institutions and enrolled members of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes, please 
contact:

Sadie Peone, Historical Collections Manager / Office Manager
Séliš-Ql̓ispé Culture Committee
P.O. Box 550
St. Ignatius, MT 59865

phone: 406-745-4572 or 406-675-2700, ext. 5303 | email: sadie.peone@cskt.org

Please note:
SQCC accepts cash 

or personal checks only, 
no credit cards.


